
 
       Come to the 

Climate Change Cafe 
    Saturday, January 31, 2009, 
    9:30 am - 12:30 pm  
      at the  
              Harlem Road Community Center 
              4225 Harlem Road 
              Amherst, NY  14226 
 
It's a New Year and its time to try something different: 

The Low Carbon Diet or How to lose 5000 lbs in 30 days! 
based on the workbook by David Gershon of the Empowerment Institute. 

In a "cafe" setting we will talk & listen to each other in small groups about 
our fears and hopes about climate change, then share ideas for reducing our 
carbon footprint.  We'll be introduced to the Low Carbon Diet, and over the 
following month we will find out how many TONS of carbon we can lose 
together in 30 days by forming small community-based League member 
"eco-teams."  Come, be encouraged, even inspired and also have fun while 
together reducing our CO2 emissions and then be able to pass on how it is  
done to others! 
Refreshments will be served (bring your own mug, please). 

Call your neighboring League members; carpooling is requested! 
                            
      

   

    
  

     

Please RSVP to  
Sandy Chelnov at 
mailto:events@lwvbn.org 
by Wednesday, January 21. 
 

Save  
MONEY, 
ENERGY 
 and the 
PLANET 
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President’s  Message 

Great Decis ions 
I’m keeping my fingers crossed that we will be able to meet at 1272 Delaware Avenue on January 15, 
2009, the 3rd Thursday of that month, from 10 AM-noon when hopefully the 2009 briefing books (Price 
$15.84) will be available for distribution and leaders found for the 2009 topics. Marlene Katzel will then 
facilitate our last 2008 discussion topic, Foreign Aid: New Players, New Goals. If you have any questions 
please contact me at events@lwvbn.org 

Bernice Baeumler   
 

 
 
 

 

 
Because of the scheduling of the LWVNY Briefings at the United Nations and the LWVB/N Holiday Social  
the following week, we didn’t have our regularly scheduled board meeting in December. 

Joann Ross, Joan Bozer, Loretta Peszynski and I attended the UN Briefings in New York City. This 
year’s topic was “The Effect of Climate Change on Women and Children Around the World”. We heard 
terrific presentations by three UN experts in the field. The presentations were followed by a spirited 
discussion.  While there, we had the opportunity to speak with LWVUS President Mary Wilson and  
LWVNYS President Martha Kennedy and many state board members. 

Many of you attended the wonderful Holiday Social and Buffet Dinner at Daemen College on 
December 8.  Thanks to Judy Weidemann for a terrific job of organizing this event and 
especially for providing our entertainment. The Village Singers, an East Aurora singing group,  

presented a program of Holiday Music. It was a great evening. 

We did not totally give up on our normal League concerns that evening.  Some of our Leaguers took 
advantage of the opportunity to discuss a little League business. The main result of our discussion was the 
decision to participate in the National Popular Vote Consensus. There will be an informational meeting in 
the spring so that we may reach consensus before the study concludes in May. Thanks to Janet Massaro 
for taking on leadership of this study and preparing materials to share with you.  We also discussed  
preparations for the annual meeting and hope to announce selection of a chairman, place and date soon. 

State League has announced some categories for awards to be presented at the State 
Convention, May 15 – 17, in Syracuse, NY.  There will be awards for member development, 
leadership development, fund-raising, action on state/national issues, action on local issues, 
publications (other than bulletins), visibility, voters service, and youth services. In addition 
there will be a bulletin award and a “Thinking Out of the Box Award”.  This year will be a good 
opportunity for you to attend our LWVNYS Convention because it’s a short trip. It’s not too  
early to start making your plans to attend. 

We have been notified that Former Lt. Governor Stan Lundine will be speaking at the state convention on 
Friday evening, May 15. He will speak about the need to reform, restructure and downsize state and local  
governments in New York State. 

We also received information on Health Care Reform from Donna Mahoney, Off Board Specialist on Health 
Care for New York State LWV.  The Obama-Biden Transition Team will be holding Health Care Summit 
meetings across the country to assess the concerns and needs of people across the country. Former 
Senator, Tom Daschle, will lead this effort. You may sign up to receive regular updates on the Transition  
Health Policy Team’s findings at www.change.gov. 

As you can see, we may have taken some time off for the holiday season, but we have not been out of  
touch with the League.  

Margaret Brunson, Co-President for Administration 
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Katherine Ta rbel l  Leadership Award Nomination 
 

The 2009 League of Women Voters Leadership Award is given in honor of Katherine Tarbell, a member of 
the League of Women Voters for more than fifty years. Katherine (Taffy),who died on July 4, 2007, served 
as chair of the Education Campaign for Urban Sprawl, held numerous local and state leadership positions  
and was past Vice President of New York State League of Women Voters. 

The award recognizes a person with leadership potential who is a current member of LWVBN and offers a 
local designee the opportunity to develop skills to serve the community within the Buffalo/Niagara region by  
attending training at a LWV convention, conference or workshop sponsored by the League of Women 
Voters. 
Please include the following information:  Name of Nominee 

Address 
Name(s) of nominator(s) 
Phone number or e-mail address of nominator(s) 

In support of your nomination please provide as much information as possible for the committee using  
the following suggestions, if applicable: 

contributions to civic affairs 
demonstrated leadership ability 
volunteer activities (list & describe) 

Katherine Tarbell Leadership Award Nominations must be received by April 1, 2009.  Send your nomination 
to LWVBN, 1272 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14209, attn. Judy Metzger or Anne Huberman.   
 
 

Fund Raising 
You have received a fund-raising letter from LWVBN.  Please be generous in your support of your local 
League. We need your help to continue our work in the community. 
 
 

    LWV Mission: 

     The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization,  
     encourages informed and active participation in government, 
     works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences  
     public policy through education and advocacy. 
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LW VBN Member Involved in a Conference Call  re. 2008 Election 
I was invited to participate in a conference call led by LWVUS President, Mary G. Wilson on November 18, 
2008 - a review of election activity and the need to follow-up. Shirley Eberle from Rochester was on the line  
along with women from NH, VA, NM, TX, PA, CA. During this 45 minute session, I made a few notes. 
 
• The League needs to keep new 18 to 25 year old voters involved – both those in college and those 
who are not. Voting is only a first step. 
• The LWV website VOTE 411 connected a half million with their polling place.  Three million others 
found information about ballot issues from Facts for Voters nationwide that was entered on the site.  
10,000 other websites also utilized the VOTE 411 site. Answers to CNN’s Election Day hotlines came from 
the League of Women Voters.  WI was rebuked by the LWV for their wrongful request of ID’s. 
• Coming up in 2010 will be the critical issue of redistricting.  CA has already set up a commission. 
Redistricting will be under discussion in a national Conference of State Legislatures. (www.NCSL.org) 
• There are backlogs of issues that haven’t dealt with such as:  progressive taxation, global climate 
change and the broad issue of energy (including auction of cap & trades).  

 
I was called because I gave two contributions to the LWVUS Education Fund. (I thought one was to the New 
York State League). I also sent another contribution to the LWVUS.                

Dorothy Westhafer  
 

Natural  Resources News 
 

David Wells of Lackawanna Clean Energy gave a presentation November 19, at Daemen College covering 
the coke gasification plant, which LCE proposes to build on 180 acres adjacent to the Steel Winds 
installation in Lackawanna. This proposed plant would be situated on a Brownfield formerly occupied by 
Bethlehem Steel.  LCE is affiliated with the same financial group as Steel Winds, and this project would 
represent an investment of $ l.5 billion.   l,500 jobs would be created during two years of construction, and  
there would be 200 long-term jobs. 

The proposed plant will use a waste product from oil refineries, petroleum coke (petcoke), which will be 
converted into a substitute natural gas and augment regional and national supplies.  This operation would 
produce significant CO2 emissions, although this would be less than the total global emissions if the petcoke 
were shipped to other parts of the world and burned using dirtier technology.    Mr. Wells suggested that the 
CO2 could be sequestered, although that technology is still pending, and the geologic nature of the  
site has not been investigated. 

A panel consisting of Alice Kryzan, an environmental attorney; David Bradley, a chemical and environmental 
engineer; Alan Lockwood MD, UB professor, past-president and current board member of Physicians for 
Social Responsibility; and Walter Simpson, co-founder, WNY Climate Action Coalition, had questions about 
the chemical processes, the health effects, the total profile of emissions and the global reduction of CO2 
emissions.    Questions from the audience covered these and other issues.    It was noted that a full 
Environmental Impact Statement would be required due to the issuance of a Positive Declaration. 

 Ellie Becher and Joan Herold. 
 
Follow-up of the Pesticide Neighborhood Notification Law  We are setting up a January meeting with 
Peter Tripi, Erie County Dept. of Health, for follow-up information on the law: How is it working?  Are there  
problems?  What are they?   What can LWVBN do?  If you are interested in attending this meeting, call me. 

Joan Bozer is bringing the National Solar Conference to Buffalo, May 11-16. We are working on ideas for a 
proposed LWV moderated forum.  Watch for details. 

Ellen Neumaier, Natural Resources Chair 
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U nit ed  Nat ions B r ief ings on t he E f f ect  o f  C limat e Change  on Women and  

Child ren A round  t he Wor ld  

We learned from Rachel Harris, WomenÕs Environment and Development Organization (WEDO) U.S. Climate 
Change Campaign Coordinator, that 2005 had the most hurricanes ever recorded in a single year. Because 
women produce half of the worldÕs food and are generally held responsible for feeding their families, these 
hurricanes and other natural disasters brought about by climate change result in more poverty and more work  
hours for women.  We also learned that 80% of the people who die from natural disasters are women. 

Maaike Teunissen-Jansen, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Officer, reported on climate 
change and the health of women and children. It seems that the spread of malaria, diarrhea and malnutrition is 
highly sensitive to climate change. Children are most vulnerable to weather disasters. Scarcity of water leads to 
conflict and war. Greater use of biofuels affects air quality and leads to respiratory problems. What can we do?  
Raise awareness, build capacity in the health sector, and promote research on the effects of climate change.  To  
learn more go to: www.un.org/climatechange/ or get the UNICEF publication ÒClimate Change and Children.Ó 

Michele Ferenz, United Nations ChildrenÕs Fund (UNICEF) Senior Consultant, spoke about rights based 
approaches to programming on climate change (UN General Assembly Principle 10).  We have seen a  
doubling of natural disasters over the past 20 years; we need to take action now. 

We also heard briefly from Doris Schapira, LWVUS Observer to the UN and Zaida Arguedas, LWVUS  
Director Global Democracy Programs. 

ÒYes, the economic crisis is serious. Yet when it comes to climate change, the stakes are even far 
higher. The climate crisis affects our potential prosperity and our peoplesÕ lives, both now and far into 
the future. We must keep climate change at the top of national agendas. 

            UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon addressing UN Climate Change Conference 

These presentations will be linked to the LWVNY web site if you wish to learn more about the global impact of 
climate change. 

Ma r g a r et  Br u n son  
 

Nat io nal Pop ular  Vo t e St ud y  
 

ÒShould the National Popular Vote Compact among the States be accepted as a Method for Electing  
the President?Ó 

This is the question weÕll be discussing as we prepare for consensus this spring.  As you know, at National 
Convention this past June, New York State Leagues were instrumental in the successful effort to adopt the  
National Popular Vote Compact as a national study.   

Since then a committee has been appointed, chaired by LWVUS Board member, Carolie Mullan, to prepare study 
material for Local Leagues.  In November the first background paper was made available on the LWV website.  
(From the LWVUS Home Page, www.lwv.org click on ÒFor MembersÓ, click on ÒProjects and ProgramsÓ and then 
ÒNational Popular VoteÓ.)  The national committee has benefited from the NYS study begun a year earlier, 
including the expertise of Carol Mellor who now serves on the national committee.  This material is on the NY  
State League website and remains a valuable resource. 

For those of you not on the Internet, and everyone who wants a quick review of the NPV Compact, we are 
including a summary with this VOTER.  As we write in mid-December we anticipate that additional information  -  
including the consensus question(s) - will be posted by the time you receive this VOTER in mid-January.  

The NPV Compact is an issue for which League is aptly suited to deliberate.  It goes to the basic concept of our 
republican form of government as expressed by the way we elect our President and Vice President.  So read the 
background material, consider the pros and cons, and make your opinions known when we meet together.  We 
look forward to a lively debate to warm up the winter months!  

Ja n et Ma ssa r o , Chair NPV Study Committee 


