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LEAGUE OPPOSES DEPORTATIONS, SUPPORTS EARNED CITIZE NSHIP
FOR
UNAUTHORIZED IMMIGRANTS

After a lengthy and comprehensive study of this complex issue by
our grassroots members and the high level of participation — 67
percent (560 Leagues), the LWVUS Board of Directors unani-
mously adopted the League's position on immigration which calls
for a path to citizenship for current unau-
thorized immigrants. The new position
provides for federal enforcement of immi-
gration laws and full due process rights for
immigrants. State and local Leagues may
oppose efforts in their communities to de-
port, detain or harass unauthorized immi-
grants who have no history of serious crimi-
nal activity.

LWVUS Immigration Position

The League of Women Voters believes that
immigration policies should promote reunifi-
cation of immediate families; meet the eco-
nomic, business and employment needs of
the United States; and be responsive to
those facing political persecution or humanitarian crises. Provision
should also be made for qualified persons to enter the U.S. on
student visas. All persons should receive fair treatment under the
law.

The League supports federal immigration law that provides an
efficient, expeditious system (with minimal or no backlogs) for
legal entry of immigrants into the U.S.

To complement these goals the League supports federal policies
to improve economies, education, job opportunities, and living
conditions in nations with large emigrating populations.

In transition to a reformed system, the League supports provisions
for unauthorized immigrants already in the country to earn legal
status
The League supports federal payments to impacted communities
to address the financial costs borne by states and local govern-
ments with large immigrant populations.

Criteria for Legal Admission to the U.S.

The League supports the following criteria for legal admission of

persons into the United States:

Family reunification of spouses or minor children with authorized
immigrants  or citizens;

Flight from persecution or response to humanitarian crises in

home countries;

Economic, business and employment needs in

the U.S.;

Education and training needs of the U.S.;

Educational program opportunities; and

Lack of a history of serious criminal activity.

Administration and Enforcement

The League supports due process for all per-

sons, including the right to a fair hearing, right to

counsel, right of appeal and right to humane

treatment.

The League supports:

Improved technology to facilitate employer verifi-

cation of employee status;

Verification documents, such as status cards and
work permits, with secure identifiers;

Significant fines and penalties for employers who hire unauthor-
ized workers;

Improved technology for sharing information among federal agen-
cies;

More effective tracking of individuals who enter the United States;
and

Increased personnel at borders.

The League also supports programs allowing foreign workers to

enter and leave the U.S. to meet seasonal or sporadic labor

needs.

Unauthorized Immigrants Already in the U.S.

In achieving overall policy goals, the League supports a system
for unauthorized immigrants already in the country to earn legal
status, including citizenship, by paying taxes, learning English,
studying civics and meeting other relevant criteria. While policy
reforms, including a path to legal status, remain unachieved, the
League does not support deporting unauthorized immigrants who
have no history of criminal activity.

The Board of directors of the League of Women Voters of Chautauqua County recommends the following program items to be voted
on by members at the annual meeting on May 13th.

Recommended Items:

Educating Voters on New Voting Technology

Increasing Voter Turnout:
Expanding Take Me To Vote Program
Strengthening Community Partnerships

Our Environment—Recycling In Chautauqua County

Completed Item:

Immigration

Chautauqua County Water Issues

Wind Power
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We I CO m e S p rl n g !I know it's the time of year to be outside literally

watching the grass grow. But, | hope you take the time read this newsletter. If you have email, you
get announcements and calls for action. If you don't, then this is the only we way we can commu-
nicate with you, our treasured members.

What a great day...finally, the sun has started shining and everything has been blooming so beautifully. It
revives and gives the promise of new beginnings.

The League also renews itself annually — with new leadership, new studies and new directions. One of the
great strengths of the League is its longevity. We know the issues. We know the history. We have seen the
successes and will continue to advocate for better government, for citizen participation and values we hold dear. No one can accuse
the League of being a “flash in the pan”; we're in for the long haul, and the fact that many issues don’t change doesn’t mean that we
have failed but rather that our civic framework, like any structure requires constant vigilance and attention. There will always be a new
generation to teach, new methods to learn, new strategies to employ or counter, new beginnings.

Please join us on May 13th, at Shorewood C.C. David Foley will be our speaker and promises a very interesting presen-
tation . We will also honor our 50 year members with a special surprise and honor our Leaguer of the Year. Be sure to
call Judy Reynolds and reserve your space!

Our community is increasingly made up of diverse groups that have diverse interests and obtain information in different
ways. The most effective community involvement programs use a combination of approaches to reach a cross section of
citizens. Busy schedules mean that you will appreciate convenient, comfortable, and quick ways to stay informed about
state and community issues. You may also enjoy combining the responsibility of staying informed with the opportunity for
social interaction and even a little fun!

attend and support informal meetings in convenient comfortable settings (Look for the rescheduling of our cancelled
joint AAUW meeting on “The Erosion of Women'’s Rights” with speaker Judge Judith Claire)

get more information through websites ( own local league website www.lwvchautauqua.org or the state league’s
website lwvny.org for advocacy, announcements, meeting information, candidate information

learn how to run for school board, judicial selection through citizen guides, brochures and orientations

read about your local League and state League activities in our newsletters and newspaper columns

help with citizen education and voter service

do we have your email? (We don’t share!) /-ZLM;-

r-——FF"F-"F""""" "> " "> """ """>”"~""""""”">”"¥"”"”"”"»"”"¥”"”""”""=" """ “""/—"»"/-"¥”—"”= —
| / |
| |

| '
I ( ) & & |
|
: 0+ |/ "1 ' - 2(3 & 4"% $5!64!# |
|
:77777777778 9 & ( |
|
77 (6 |
|
\77777 ) 20 (i 1 8 < |
: ' ( = | = > :

I . .
Laura Mitchell-Woolson, L. Ac. | o 8 |
Classical Five Element : 8 ( ' >9 2 |
Acupuncturist I 215 @ A I
T 1T |
it :2 7T777T7I777777777777777777777777777777777777 :
One Park Place, Suite 207 : TI77777777777777777777777777777777777777777 :
Fredonia, NY14063 | 7777777777777777777777777777I7777777777777777777 I
(716) 672-9674 '

|9 77777777777777777777777777777777 |
www.zblessings.com | I
fiveblessings(@mac.com : 9 ) " BC9 . ( . BD :
| |
| |
| |

r
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|




Volume 12, Issué

Capitol Beat

Volume 1, Issue 5

Written by:
Barbara Bartoletti, Legislative Director, LWVNYS

E-Mail: bbheckl@yahoo.coor 518-469-8905

Welcome to Albany of old! We are
now seven days into a new fiscal
year with a budget process more
secretive and more behind closed
doors then we have seen in proba-
bly fifteen years. If you were partial
to three-men-in-a room, behind
closed doors, then you just loved
this budget session.

January 2007, shortly after the new
governor, Eliot Spitzer took office,
he and legislative leaders made
much fanfare over agreed budget
reform which became known as
Chapter 1 of 2007. By the end of
2007 that agency budget reform
process was working well. Under
the new law, available revenues
must be determined by March 1% of
each year, which ensures a quick
start.

On Friday, March 7" the sky fell in
and on Monday, March 10" Gover-
nor Spitzer resigned. The following
Monday, David Paterson was
sworn in as Governor and had to
quickly orient himself to budget ne-
gotiations. Later that week, Wall
Street took a nosedive and with it
went revenue that New York State
counted on. The new Governor re-
estimated revenues to be lower by
$800 million dollars and asked the
agencies and the legislative leader-
ship to cut spending in this new
budget. But of course, this is an
election year and asking legislators
in an election year to cut spending,
even in very trying economic times,
is like trying to tell your four year
old “you can’t have a cookie, be-
fore dinner.” Legislative leaders
stomped their feet, ignored the

governor and continued their elec-
tion year binge.

The issue currently holding up the
budget and keeping Albany in a
state of either suspended anima-
tion or dumbfounded amazement is
congestion pricing. This is an is-
sue the League does not have a
specific position on. It is a pro-
posal championed by NYC Mayor
Michael Bloomberg. It would re-
duce congestion below 60™ Street
in Manhattan by charging $8.00 per
car for anyone driving in the City
from 60" Street down to the tip of
Manhattan at high peak traffic
hours of the day. Environmentally,
this may be a laudable goal. How-
ever, it has created a huge political
firestorm. Budget negotiations
(behind closed doors, between
three-men-in-a room) have come to
an abrupt halt, while hour after
hour after hour, the issue was de-
bated in the Assembly Majority
Conference. As of today, April 7
the Assembly Majority decided not
to bring the issue to the floor of the
Assembly for a vote, killing conges-
tion pricing. Following the an-
nouncement by the Assembly De-
mocratic Majority, the Assembly
adjourned. This prevented the As-
sembly Republican Minority from
introducing a hostile amendment
on the floor of the Assembly.
Meanwhile over in the Senate, the
Senate Democratic Minority walked
off the floor preventing a quorum
so that the Senate Republican Ma-
jority could not force a vote,
thereby putting the downstate De-
mocrats on the record on conges-
tion pricing.

Following the failure of congestion
pricing on Monday, April 7, both
houses of the legislature moved
quickly to reach agreement on this
year’s budget. An agreement was
announced on a $121.9 billion dol-
lar budget on Tuesday night and by
2:30 on Wednesday afternoon the
Senate had passed the budget and
adjourned. The Assembly followed
shortly after. It is almost impossi-
ble at the moment to tell what ex-
actly is in this budget as it was
passed in secret with briefings only
to the legislators in party confer-
ence. There were not open lead-
ers meetings except for

one. Some joint legislative budget
committees never met and the rest
met only once. The bulk of this
election year budget was done in
one big ugly bill which will take sev-
eral days to digest, to know with
certainty how much legislative pork
is in this year's budget. What we
do know for certain is that the Gov-
ernor and the legislative leaders
both concede that this budget proc-
ess was awful and they maintain
that it won’t happen again. How
often have we heard that here in
Albany? League members should
make sure their legislators know
that this process has done nothing
to bring public trust or integrity
back to government in Albany.

And the beat goes on...
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What Cost Ethanol?
Shirley Pulawski and Gen Ludemann coordinated a bal-
anced presentation for members and guests about the
sources of ethanol and it's consequences. Dr. Strakosh
focused on algae as a less problematic source for ethanol
production. Dr. Rising’s views are evident in this column
from the Buffalo News.

Corn for Ethanol: Serious Concerns
(First published on July 15, 2007.)

There is no question that this country needs to find alter-
natives to our reliance on Mid-East oil.

One alternative currently being supported by Senators
Clinton and Schumer, local legislators and President Bush
is ethanol. We now have two production facilities being
planned for this region: one in Buffalo, the other in the Or-
leans County Town of Shelby. The Buffalo facility has re-
ceived support from the city's Planning Board, Zoning
Board of Appeals and Common Council.

But serious questions have not been addressed in this
rush to build. For example, at the session in Buffalo's First
Ward that rapidly devolved into a shouting match, I felt that
the wrong questions were raised and | am left with both
national and local concerns.

Professor David Pimentel of Cornell's College of Agricul-
tural and Life Sciences together with University of Califor-
nia engineering professor Tad Patzek and North Carolina
University physicist Gerald Cecil, have summarized these
national issues. Even the title of their recent paper is threat-
ening: "Ethanol Production: Energy, Economic and Envi-
ronmental Losses."

According to the Pimentel study, the most efficient proc-
essing plants produce 2.5 gallons of ethanol from each
bushel of corn. To produce that corn, however, much en-
ergy must be supplied, in the form of such things as labor,
farm machinery, fertilizers and pesticides, as well as in
some areas irrigation. In energy those requirements call for
the equivalent of 91 gallons of oil per acre of corn produc-
tion.

To this energy
cost must be
added the energy
required to pro-
duce ethanol
from the har-
vested corn, en-
ergy that must be

provided in the form of
electricity or steam. Pimentel's calculations indicate that the
resulting product, even when byproducts are recycled, re-
quires an input of 28% more energy than the energy it pro-
duces. In other words to make a gallon of ethanol the
equivalent of more than a gallon of oil must be expended.
Pimentel does suggest that the 28% could be reduced
through cogeneration or solar power but clearly we are far
from saving oil by producing ethanol.  And remember
that every acre of corn for ethanol takes that acre out of
food production, certainly not a timely prospect. Over the

Pat Sundell & Dick Miga

past decade the Earth's cropland was reduced by 20% and *

U.S. grain exports tripled. With over 800,000 people under-

fed worldwide, this seems an inappropriate time to cut into
our grain production. Agricultural economist Lester Brown
points out that the corn that would supply just one 25 gallon
fill-up for an SUV would feed an individual for a year.

The Washington Post has recently reported that a result of
turning corn to ethanol is already being felt in Mexico. The
cost there of tortillas, a national corn-based food staple,

Dr. Gerry Rising, Shirley Pulawski, Dr. Tim Strakos  h

has tripled.

Okay, so you don't care about the rest of the world. There
are also selfish concerns. Currently our country is contribut-
ing billions of dollars to support the ethanol industry, little of
it going to farmers. Pimentel's analysis indicates that, fac-
toring in those support funds which eventually we pay in
taxes, the true cost of ethanol is $4.58 per gallon. And
that's before profits and taxes.

Your food costs are also affected. Today, given the finan-
cial realities, corn is worth more for ethanol than it is as a
food product. This will not only affect the price of corn in
your market. It will raise even more the price of chicken,
pork, beef and milk. (Have you noticed the price of bagels
recently?)

Equally threatening is the use of water. Counting both
corn production and the fermentation process, hundreds of
gallons of water are required to produce a gallon of etha-
nol. In the production process itself that ethanol gallon pro-
duces 13 gallons of waste water. And finally about 5 gal-
lons are lost to evaporation.

For a typical ethanol plant that would mean over a million
gallons of water lost per day. At a time when we have
global warming projections of a drop in Great Lakes water
levels of between one and two yards in the years ahead,
such a loss should be considered significant.

We need answers to these concerns.-- Gerry Rising

Joe and Reggie Komar, Marge Weist, Mary & Theodore Parran
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR: Dates to Remember

APRIL 26 Board Meeting, 9:30 a.m. Gen Ludemann, 129 Lambert St. Fredéria;4771

MAY 12 TENTATIVE — Meet the Candidates 7 p.m. at the Fredonia Hagfo&l library and the Dunkirk mtc
will be Thursday, May 15 at 7 p.m. in the Dunkiigth school auditorium. You will moderate in Fre
donia and Judy R. in Dunkirk.

MAY 13 Annual Meeting, 6 p.m. Shorewood Country Club, David Foley, &eea
Reservations, Judy Reynolds, 672-4283

MAY 15 TENTATIVE — Meet the Candidates at 7 p.m. in the Dunkirk Higihool auditorium

JUNE 13-17 LWVUS CONVENTION-PORTLAND OREGON

JUNE 28 Board Meeting, 9:30 a.m. Marcia Merrins’, £ Rosalyn Court, Fredonia, 672-4275

THANK YOU TO OUR ADVERTISERS

Carolyn Kieber Grady, RYT
Tuesdays 2:30-3:30 p.m.
Fredonia-Pomfret Senior Center
Cushing Street, Fredonia
Call to register: 672-2891
Donation: $4.00 ********Eor ages 50+

Snowshoe Documentary Films
FOR SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC JUSTICE

www.snowshoefilms.com

PO BOX 1035
CHAUTAUQUA, NY 14722

Karen & Roy Harvey
The most powerful weapon in the hands of the
oppressor is the mind of the oppressetteven Biko
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2008-2009 Membership

Nancy Bleck, 38 EIm Street, Fredonia, NY 14063

Membership Dues: to December 31, 2008
Individual: $60; Family: $90; Student: $25

(Check payable to LWV Chautauqua County)
Name

Address

Phone Fax

Email

| would like to work on:

___ lLocal Issues _____Voter Service
_____ State/National Issues ____ Local Newsletter
_____ Call me to discuss what | can do

| cannot be active at this time, but | wardupport LWV goals with my membership.



