
        
 

 
 

BULLETIN – APRIL 2010  
 
 

 

 
Dear Fellow Members and Friends of the League, 
  
 Hooray for all of us that the historic health care reform act was enacted.  But the work 
is not over.  This legislation will need fine-tuning and amendment to rein in the costs of 
health care and ensure that the goal of affordable, comprehensive health truly is 
available for all Americans.  We will continue to monitor these issues and report to you 
on developments on the national and state level. 
 
 The next Coffee & Conversation meeting, with our New York State Assemblyman, 
Richard Brodsky, is looming on the event horizon. Please join us at the Embassy 
Community Center in Dobbs Ferry on April 23, 2010 at 12:30 (see details inside) to 
hear directly from the horses’ mouth (so to speak) what is happening in Albany with 
the budget and how it will impact our taxes and our schools.  
  
 I am looking forward to seeing many of you at the membership gathering in my 
home, at 80 Hollywood Dr., Hastings-on-Hudson (Google maps is the best source of 
directions) on Sunday afternoon, April 18 between 2:00 and 4:00 p.m.  All are 
welcome.         
 
        Lindsay Nicely Feinberg 
  

 
 
 
Board Briefs 
 
March:   After receiving an update on our very active Health Care Committee, we discussed 
issues that our Waterfront and Environment Committee is currently monitoring: the Dobbs 
Ferry Waterfront, the Hastings Waterfront, the truck traffic at Stop & Shop, the Bridge 
Street zoning in Irvington, parking problems at the new Sports Center building in Ardsley, 
the new Scenic Hudson Park in Peekskill, closed system cooling for energy plants, and 
Marcellus Shale. We also finalized plans for our April 18 Membership Get Together and 
April 23 Coffee and Conversation. Ongoing concerns about fundraising, publicity for events, 
attracting new members, and voter service were addressed.   
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TWO VERY SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

 

 

Celebrate Spring – Meet Our Newest Members 
 

at the home of our president, Lindsay Feinberg, 
 

80 Hollywood Drive, Hastings-on-Hudson 
 

Sunday April 18, 2:00 – 4:00 p.m 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COFFEE AND CONVERSATION! 
 

Friday, April 23, 2010, 12:30 PM at the Embassy Community Center 

 

60 Palisade Street, Dobbs Ferry  

 

Meet other members and discuss issues in an informal setting. 

 

Assemblyman Richard Brodsky 
 

will discuss current issues in our State Legislature . . . 

 

Following his presentation there will be time for your questions and input. 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME ! ! ! 

 

Bring a Friend 
 

The Coffee and Conversation immediately follows the senior lunch at the Community Center.  If you 

would like to join the seniors for lunch, call the Embassy Center (693-0024) in advance for a reservation. 
 

Any questions?  Email Chris Verber (selwinverber@gmail.com) or call her at (693-9054) 
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MARCELLUS SHALE HYDROFRACTURING - some responses 
 
 
The Rivertowns LWV has joined a “concurrence proposal” submitted by the Tomkins 
County League for consideration at the national convention in June.  If passed by a two-
thirds majority, it would become a LWVUS position statement! 
 
 

SAFE DRILLING AND MINING 
 

The League believes that immediate energy needs should not be allowed to take 
precedence over the preservation and protection of the environment, including 
conservation of water and water qualit y, maintenance of clean air, and management 
of land as a finite, precious resource.  Furthermore, drilling and  mining for energy 
resources have put the environment at risk and must be carefully controlled.  
 
The LWVUS supports significant strengthening of the regulation, oversight, inspection 
and penalties with regard to the development of fossil fuel resources.  T his includes 
elimination in national and state legislation of exemptions for drilling and mining, and 
additional legislation requiring the federal and state agencies to regulate drilling and 
mining in a manner consistent with the preservation of a healthy environment.  
 
 

 *******  
 
Thousands of comments, pro and con, have been filed with the NYS DEC regarding 
proposed hydrofracturing of Marcellus/Utica Shale in Southern Tier/Catskills/Central New 
York to produce natural gas.  Although lucrative, this process threatens water supply at 
three crucial points:  depletion of aquifers, danger of leakage (250 toxic chemicals reported 
to be used), and contaminated runoff into Delaware and Hudson Watersheds. 
 
The Croton Watershed Clean Water Coalition, Inc. states, “Of particular concern to  (US) 
EPA are issues involving water supply, water quality, wastewater treatment operations, 
local and regional air quality, management of naturally occurring radioactive materials 
disturbed during drilling, cumulative environmental impacts, damage to New York City 
Watershed.  CWCWC considers the Draft Supplemental Generic Environmental Impact 
Statement (dSGEIS) inadequate.   
 
The Wilderness Society points out, “Although natural gas is certainly a cleaner-burning fuel 
than coal, it still accounts for about 20 percent of U.S. greenhouse gas emissions.”  And the 
Congressional Research Service confirms that natural gas is the third largest source of U. S. 
methane emissions, and is a more potent greenhouse gas than carbon dioxide. 

 
 



 
HEALTH INSURANCE REFORM 

 
Although much remains to be accomplished, Congress approved first steps in the long 
struggle to provide affordable comprehensive health care for all.  Here are some results of 
the recent legislation: 
- 30 million people will become newly insured. 
- New jobs (? 4 million) will be created; fewer people will spread disease by coming  
  sick to work; others will seek earlier (less expensive) care. 
- There will be a $250 rebate to everyone in the prescription drug “doughnut hole”  
  this year; next year seniors will receive  a 50% discount on brand name  
  drugs;  by 2020 the hole will be eliminated (some plans with a 25% co-pay). 
- All traditional Medicare benefits remain; Medicare Advantage will lose its 14%  
  bonus. 
- For those earning $200,000 (couples $250,000) Medicare payroll tax will rise to 
3.4% 
- There will be no co-payments or deductibles for preventive care. 
- Persons with pre-existing conditions will (gradually) be accepted for insurance. 
- Young adults can stay on their parents’ policies until age 26. 
- Insurance companies will be regulated. 
 
The next meeting of the Westchester League’s Health Committee will be Thursday, April 
15th, 1:30, at the home of Madeline Zevon, 17 Dupont Ave., White Plains.  All welcome! 
 

 
WATERSHED and ENVIRONMENT 
 
In the villages: 
Dobbs Ferry:  A remediation plan is being developed to repair Waterfront Park erosion;    
 zoning and Vision Plan hearings are pending; further Stop & Shop decisions due. 
Hastings: A station parking lot sewage leak was promptly repaired; a new board walk 
 graces  Kinally Cove; Atlantic Richfield buildings demolished - next:  toxic waste 
 cleanup. 
Irvington:  Re-zoning of the Bridge St. property is again being addressed. 
 
In the area:  the DEC recommends closed-cycle water cooling at Indian Point to save 
over a billion fish eggs/yr.  Peekskill received a $450,000 DEC matching grant to develop a 
pier and waterfront trail; also expects $1 million DEC reimbursement for industrial site 
cleanup; and Scenic Hudson expects to develop a 4.7 acre riverfront park.  Plans to 
daylight a portion of the Saw Mill River are proceeding in Yonkers, and Weinberg Bros. 
plan a $12 million development-renovation at the former Boyce-Thompson site.  Phase 
one of the GE PCB removal has been completed, results being evaluated prior to Phase 
two. 

 
The next Waterfront-Environment group meeting will be May 10 at the 
home of Mary Wall, 150 Draper Lane  -  Apt. 1GN  -  enter via brick walk.  See you there! 
 



UN COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN - (from Chris) 
 
3,500 - 5,000 women and girls from all over the world (including the US) attended the CSW 
54th session this year, March 1-12.  There were also some men!  Every year the UN 
countries/states report on their progress on women’s issues with particular reference to 
the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action’s eight Millennium Development goals. 
 
My special interest is Women’s Health.  I belong to the NGO Health Committee and the 
UNICEF Working Group on Girls.  I attended formal UN Committee meetings and several 
parallel events sponsored by NGOs.  It was exciting and inspiring to hear different views on 
Poverty, Work, Health, Family, Peace and Security, Discrimination, Violence-Domestic 
Abuse, Rape, Trafficking, Medical care, Migration, Armed Conflict.  The latest CSW “Articles” 
are the Rights of Older Women and Widows, and Women with Disabilities. 
 
Our Working Group on Girls’ Girls Participation Task Force decided to include boys, and 
held a UN orientation for 150 girls and boys from many countries and sponsored a first 
Girls/Boys Dialogue.  Our NGO Health Committee had a well attended event on “Strategies 
for Reducing Maternal Mortality in Rural areas - Tanzania’s experience”. 
 
There were meetings on Legal issues, Race/Class, Psychology and Mental Health, 
Economics, Money=Power. Talking with women from different cultures about similarities 
and differences is a real education. 
 
In no particular priority order, after 10 days I came away with my head full. 
 
- Women create life, the future; men want to control everything else! 
- Women are nurturers. 
- Most caregivers are women, They give FREE care, rear children, do house work,  
  shop, cook, volunteer.  Nurse, teacher, secretary are “women’s work”. 
- Culture, language, attitudes will change with laws and women’s combined effort. 
- Women must have equality with men, with division of labor. 
- Girls must be registered at birth!  To be valued, need “papers”, be traceable, inherit,  
  have power.  Poverty leads women to sell their bodies, body parts, even eggs. 
- A marriage license is for protection of children. 
- Population explosion and women’s empowerment are slowly changing gender  
  attitudes. 
- Make PEACE (female issue), not WAR (male issue). 
- Women and Governments must work together, pass laws to enforce gender equality. 
 
        Dr. Christine Hindle Verber 

 
 IN THE RIVERTOWNS  
 
We were saddened to learn of the passing of LWV member and Dobbs Ferry 
Trustee Larry Dengler, husband of Allegra Dengler.  Larry gave tireless 
service to the Village and to the causes in which he believed.  We extend our 
deepest sympathy to Allegra and her family. 



 Looking ahead - IMPORTANT DATES! 
  
  

Tuesday, Apr 13:  Rivertowns LWV Board Meeting - Hastings Community Center – 7:00 
p.m.  (If main door is locked enter via outside stair to lower level meeting rooms.) 

 
Sunday, Apr 18:  Membership Tea – Home of Lindsay Feinberg, 80 Hollywood Drive, 
 Hastings, 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.   All are Welcome 
 
Friday, Apr 23:  Coffee and Conversation with State Assemblyman Richard Brodsky – 

Embassy Community Center, 60 Palisade Street, Dobbs Ferry – 12:30 p.m. 
 
Monday, May 10:  Waterfront Group - Home of Mary Wall, 150 Draper Lane, 1 GN (follow 

the brick walk) - 1:30 p.m.  
 
Tuesday, May 11:  Rivertowns LWV Board Meeting - Hastings Community Center – 7:00 

p.m.  (If main door is locked enter via outside stair to lower level meeting rooms.) 
 
Saturday, June 5:   Annual Meeting and Luncheon – Home of  Jean Howell, 189 

Broadway, Dobbs Ferry – 10:30 a.m. 
 
Note:  All Board meetings are “open” and we welcome your participation.   
   
 

DUES ARE PAST DUE 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

NOTE: ALL MEMBERSHIPS EXPIRE APRIL 1.    UNLESS YOU JOINED SINCE 

OCTOBER 1, 2009, PLEASE SEND YOUR RENEWAL NOW 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

LWV The Rivertowns – MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

 

Name: ___________________________________         E-mail: ___________________ 

Address: ______________________________________ Telephone ________________ 

 

Check one: Basic Member    Single $50   Household  $75 

  Friend of LWV   Single $75   Household  $100   

 

  Tax Deductible Contribution to the Fund for Citizen Education  $________ 

 

My interests are:  Voter Service__  Water Front__  Observer Corps__  Youth Outreach__ 

 Fund Raising__  Membership__   Bulletin/Public Relations__  Health Care__   

Global Warming __  Other____________________________________ 

 

Please make checks payable to: LWV the Rivertowns 

Mail to: LWV The Rivertowns, P.O. Box 142, Hastings-on-Hudson, NY 10706 
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