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Members and the Public are invited
to our
October Coffee Meeting

(—

Tuesday, October 21st
m, 9:30 AM

)

Bronxville Women’s Club
135 Midland Avenue

Our speaker will be County Legislator Lois Bronz, who will bring us up to date on the status
of health care services in Westchester.

**EFTWO CANDIDATES FORUMS****

Monday, October 20, 2008 Sunday, October 26, 2008
T7to9PM 5to 7TPM
Reisinger Hall Eastchester Town Hall
Sarah Lawrence College 40 Mill Road
LS House of Representatives NY State Senate
Nita Lowey (D) (Incumbent) Jeff Klein D) (Incumbent)
Jim Russell (R) Daniel Fasolino (R)
NY State Senate NY State Assembly
Andrea Stewart-Cousins (D) (Incumbent) Amy Paulin (D) (Incumbent)
John Murtagh (R) Anthony Pilla (R)
NY State Assembly Eastchester Town Council
Mike Spano (D) (Incumbent) Fred Salanitro (R) (Incumbent)

Jim Faulkner (R) Christine Doody-Doherty (D)



PRESIDENT'S LETTER

Our New York State League election specialist Aimee Allaud sent us information on the new election machines.
This year 15 the first year voters in New York are using the Ballot Marking Devices (BMD's). She feels League members
have an opportunity to lead the way in testing out the machines and the accompanying election procedures developed for
thetr use in “real ime”. Aimee recommends we learn to use the Ballot Marking Devices so we can explain their operation
to voters. She suggests we consider using one ourselves to vote instead of the lever machine on Election Day. (No voter
can be denied the nght to use the machine. You do not have to provide any reason or documentation.)

[ witnessed the use of the equipment on Primary Day, and also took the 90 minute course furnished by our
Westchester County Board of Elections. On Pnmary Day, only one person out of three election districts voted on the
machine at the location where 1 serve as an Election Inspector. And she was one of the two individuals assigned to work
the machine. It took her quite some time to get her vote complete and accepted — and there was only one race with two
candidates! So, | personally would not recommend encouraging the use of the equipment by many non-disabled voters on
Election Day. Not only do we have the Presidential race, but Congressional, New York State Assembly and Senate and
local candidates are running as well.

When | attended the traming, | was given what [ believe was a well written instructional manual and the traning
was all “hands-on”. The instructor was well acguainted with the equipment and answered all trainee guestions. All of the
eguipment that could be utilized by disabled voters (save Braille) was demonstrated. The voting procedure itself 1s more
time consuming than on our old lever machines, and it will take some time to get voters up to speed on the special
eguipment which includes headphones, an Audio Tactile Interface (ATI), Sip & Puff, and Paddles. | hope that local
leaders for the disabled population will also be able to take the tramming so they could famiharize members of their
community with the voting possibilities offered.

According to Aimee, “Ballots marked by the BMDs are supposed to be counted at the end of the day in the polling place
according to regulations approved by the NYS Board of Elections at their September 2, 2008 meeting. They are posted on
the website, www.elections.state.ny.us.gov . . . If all goes according to the court order, in 2009 everyone will vote either
using a pencil and a paper ballot, which will be scanned, or by using the same ballot marking device 1 place this year.
So practicing this year will give you a heads up on most of the population!™

On September 25%, our two County Election Commissioners attended a meeting of the County’s Departmental
Oversight Commuttee. They reported the results of the BMD machine usage during the pnmary. In total, only 67 votes
were cast and counted on the BMD's. However, in the November election, there will be 395 polling locations (housing
1,033 Election Districts) that will require BMD machines! The Commussioners are opposed to the counting of these votes
at the end of the day in the polhing place. They likened these ballots to absentee ballots — which are counted 1t a
controlled manner via a Board of Elections OpScan device. Only time will tell the outcome.

So, for now, all [ can say 1s visit SmartVoter.org to see where you vote, and what your ballot wall look hike, and
read our Voters' Guide — just hot off the presses! See you at our October third Tuesday coffee at the Bronxville Women's
Club.

Adelaide

VOTERS GUIDES WILL BE OUT SOON! WATCH FOR THEM IN LIBRARIES,

POST OFFICES, TRAIN STATIONS AND MANY OTHER VENUES.



The League of Women Voters of Westchester
Is sponsoring a seminar on

“HOW TO READ A CAPITAL BUDGET”

Thursday, October 23, 2008
9:30 AM

Michaelian Office Building, 3™ Floor Budget Conference Room
Martine Avenue
Whie Plains

Anne Reasoner
Westchester County Budget Director
and
Arthur Vietro
Deputy Budget Director

will describe the ins and outs of the capital budget
and how it applies to the county and your own municipality

All Leaguers are invited

There will be time for questions and answers!

For more info, call Barbara Strauss, LWVW Budget Chair, 725-1713




HEALTH ISSUES

As a nation, we are still reeling from the near collapse of
so many of our presumably sound financial institutions.
Depression era entertainment fled to the imaginary
boudoirs of the very rich. A moose hunting beauty queen
of the last frontier may be the current, equally mythical
eguivalent. How lovely! How mindless! How wvery
relaxing! And how hard to leave it for the gritty reality
of fixing health care! But the more the economy
flounders, the more important 1t i1s to have stable,
reliably accessible health care on which we can rely.

LWVUS has long supported single payer umiversal
health care through public financing. Many health policy
experts regard Medicare-for-All ( 1.e. regardless of age)
as the model for reform of our current system. ("Health
Affairs”, 8/28/08) Over time, it has resolved hundreds of
the practical problems involved in such an undertaking.
{Incremental extensions would mean re-inventing the
wheel for other groups, wath all the costs entailed in that
endeavor.) By contrast, each private insurance plan has
huge non-benefit expenses (i.e. advertising, lobbying,
commission, executive pay and stock-holder profits)
which are passed on to patients in premiums for
coverage and bills for service (when they can get it), and
to providers, who have to sort through all of them. None
of this 1s new.

Netther candidate 1s presently advocating complete
reform, although both agree on the need for some. Both
acknowledge the nsing cost of health care (insurance
premiums have doubled since 2000) though neither has
suggested how to reduce it and they've both 1gnored the
¢lephants in the room, i.e. Big Pharma and health
insurance companies. Although neither candidate has put

Members of the Bronxville League
have been registering new voters at
schools, colleges, senior citizen centers
and other public places and events.

Here 1s [rma Moore, our Voter Service
Chair, registering voters at Sunrise Senior
Living Center in Mt. Vernon.

out enough detail for experts to fully evaluate thewr
proposals ("Wall Street Journal” 9/16/08) the direction in
which cach candidate would lead us 1s clear enough.
Senator McCain would rely on private market forces and
Senator Obama, on increasing governmental control and
legislation.

Sen. McCain would reduce both state and federal
regulations to allow consumers to buy msurance across
state hines. That would open up more choices but would
also undermine state laws mandating benefits and certain
consumer protections. Health benefits would stull be
exempt from the payroll tax (paid by both employer and
employee). However, many people, especially the young
and healthy, could find better deals on their own because
of the refundable tax credit (2500 per person, S000 per
family) that would become available to them. Employers
would be left with the old and the 11l and might well opt
out of providing insurance altogether.

Sen. Obama would also give consumers more options,
chiefly by creating a new government run plan as well as
an "exchange" through which pnvate companies would
compete - with 1t and with one another. However, they
would all be required to cover everyone, at consistent
prices, including those with pre-exisung aillments.
Parents would have to cover therr children and large
employers would have to cover their employees. The
Tax Policy Center estimates a growth of 18 mullion
insured within the first year, contrasted to a net gain of |
million in McCain's plan. ("Wall Street Journal" online,
9/16/087)

See you at the polls! Edith Szold




REGISTRATION FORM
The League of Women Voters of New York State (LWVNYS)

£ =
m! in association with / .’\s
The United Nations Department of Public Information { }
(additional co-sponsors to be named at a later date) "\
——
INVITE YOU 7O ATTEND -

BRIEFINGS ON THE EFFECTS OF GLOBAL WARMING
ON WOMEN AND CHILDREN AROUND THE WORLD

Tuesday, December 2, 2008 from *1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
"LWVNYS Registration Desk will be open from 9:00 a.m. wntil 1:00 p.m., Briefings will start promptly at 1:00 p.m.*

at the United Nations Headouarters in NYC - First Avenue at 46th Street

B

LWY of:
Address
City State Zip
Day Phone E-Mail
[T 10:00am. - 11:00am.  Optional Tour of the UN S 12
7 430pm.-- 5:00p.m.  Optional Tour of the UN
[J 11:30am. - 12:30 pom.  Optional Lunch Buffe: in the Delegates Dining Room
Includes International Buffer, Dessert Bar and Coffee/Tea only S 40
The Delegates Dining Room Staff have reserved for the League tables of 10
UN reguires proper attire. jeans, shorts, sneakers will NOT be perminted
[J 1:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. Briefings Program in the Dag Hammarskjold Library Auditorium
8§55 League Members or Members of Sponsoring Organizations S
S$65 Non-Members S45 Students
Discounted fee to members of sponsoring organization for Tour, Lunch, and Briefing S 100
ROUNDTRIP BUS FROM ALBANY TONYC S 40
TOTAL ENCLOSED S
My Check for § is enclosed {make payable to LWVNYS) OR
Pleasc charge my: MasterCard VISA American Express Discover
Card Holder's Name: Signature:
Card Number:

Expiration Date:

PLEASE RETURN TO:
United Nations Briefings LWVNYS**62 Grand Street*® Albany, New York 12207
Fax: 518-465-0812 (Credit Card Registrations ONLY)
E-Mail: Stephanic@Iwvny.org
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 518-465-4162

SPACE IS LIMITED, SO RESERVE EARLY
REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS NOVEMBER 18, 2008
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IMPORTANT DATES
Oct
14 9:30 AM Bronxville LWV Open Board Meeting Byl Women's Club
135 Midland Ave
20 Tto 9 PM Candidates Forum (See cover) Reisinger Hall
Sarah Lawrence College
21 9:30 AM Bronxville LWV Monthly Coffee Meeting Byl Women's Club
26 Sto7PM Candidates Forum/Eastchester (See cover) Eastchester Town Hall
40 Mill Road
NOV4 6AMto9PM ELECTION DAY!!! Usual polling places

DON'T FORGET TO VOTE!



