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You are cordially invited to our
*HOLIDAY PARTY**
Wednesday, December 12, 2007
7 PM
The Edwards Room

Bronxville Reformed Church
180 Pondfield Road

PANEL DISCUSSION
Portraits of American-Muslim Women:

Contemporary Women Living in Westchester
(See inside for details)

Come eat, drink and be merrily informed!




PRESIDENT’S LETTER

As the holiday season approaches, we have beare actmany local and county activities. Now, itfsve for our annual
holiday gathering! Our program will take place Wednesday evening, Decembef"#2 a new location — the Edwards Room of the
Reformed Church (Pondfield Road & Midland Avenumginning with food and refreshments at 7 PM, foid by a panel program
at 7:30 PM. The program will focus on several Arcani Muslim women who live close to Bronxville, moated by Fozia Arshad, a
long-time member of the Scarsdale-Hartsdale Womierésfaith Council, and will be followed by questis and discussion from the
audience. As always, there will be no charge ferdghthering. Our Program chair Sue Weisfeld hgarozed the program, and we
must thank board member Alice Clapp for arrangomgtlie space. So, mark your calendars and joanudecember 14

The Town Hall meeting on Novembel & the Library’s Jaeger Room brought the subjéat nonpartisan selection of the
Mayor and Village Board to the community. The coittee that has been studying the matter was avaitabdiscuss their position.
The next meeting on the subject will take placesdime in February, | am told.

Our three recent third Tuesday informational coffeeere well attended. The November program fedté&semblyman
Mike Spano, who was very open about his positiansnany issues. We thank the Assemblyman for jginis, and look forward to
seeing him again On December"14t a “Coffee & Conversation with Westchester'at8t_egislators” at The White Plains Library -
Friday December 4at 9:30 AM. The meeting will be open to all Wésster residents.

Our December third Tuesday coffee (Decembé? aBthe Bronxville Women’s Club at 9:30 AM) will deure Molly
Roffman, a new League member and committed commanttvist who proved one individual can make dedénce. Come hear her
story.

Adelaide

P.S. This justin from our New York State Leagudresident Martha Kennedy:

The state study entitled “Should New York Statentbe Compact for a National Popular Vote” adomedur LWVNYS Convention
in May 2007 has been discontinued. The LWVUS tadsad us that LWVNYS could not take action on gogition we might have
adopted as a result of that study since the eleaifothe president is a national issue. After pamicating this decision from
LWVUS to local leagues (LLs) throughout New Yorla&, | received substantial numbers of responsas fhose leagues reflecting
their displeasure not only with the decision itsblit the process and delay in notification by LW$/land the realization that while
the LWVUS has a position in opposition to the Edbeat College, there exists no avenue for leagudake action on this position.
Having begun a review of the Compact for a Natidhapular Vote (NPV) and held programs addressimgydbncept, a number of
LLs further noted a substantial interest among mémbers and non-members in this topic, and thpeessed a desire to continue
this study in fulfilment of the League’s commitnig¢a educating the electorate.

The recourse presented by LWVUS was to make annsgt to “add to or subtract from” the LWVUS pasiti regarding the
selection of the President. In response to this, tWVNYS board adopted the following motiobWVNYS Board has been
directed by its membership to pursue the National Bpular Vote study. Therefore, the board agrees tdirect Lori Dawson
and Carol Mellor to lobby across the country to reommend the adoption at the national convention in @8 of a national
study entitled “The Advisability of Using the National Popular Vote Compact among the States as a Mait for Electing the
President”.

Lori Dawson, the State Study Committee Chair fier driginal LWVNYS study and committee member, Catellor, will continue,
under the guidance of LWVNYS Board Citizen Actioird2tor, JoAnn Ross, to post objective referencéena to the LWVNYS
website www.lwvny.org and serve as coordinators of this effort to gaipport for the adoption of this study throughdat ¢ountry.

Just as the original adoption of the state study the result of an organized and thorough grasstobbying effort by local league
members in New York State, the success of a ndtiobhying effort will depend upon the grassroogstizipation by local and state
leagues throughout the country. You are encourémedsist with this by continuing to educate ylogal community on the pros and
cons of the National Popular Vote Compact and lpmamending the adoption of this study on the LWVB®gram Planning

Report Form.*

Stay tuned for more information! Adelaide



Of the world's more than one billion Mustinit is estimated that between three and
six million live in the U.S. Although the commoengeption in the greater US population is thatehwko
practice Islam are primarily from the Middle Easimerican Muslim families have cultural traditionsrin over
60 nations including Pakistan, Croatia, Phillipintee former Soviet republics, the Far East andcAfr In
addition, many American Muslims are converts whairestrong ties to the cultures in which they
were raised.

American Muslim women in Westchester facgue
challenges: finding a balance between their Mustinets
and the pressure to be part of the mainstreamreuyitaising
a family, and their individual participation in ithéocal
Westchester communities. Young American Muslim wa
have their own niche, their own special identities, '
they are very much a part of our mainstream society

OurDecember 1¥' holiday program will focus on several American Nlmswomen who live close to
Bronxville. The format will be a panel discussiomderated by Fozia Khan, a long-time member of the

Scarsdale-Hartsdale Womens Interfaith Council,aiticbe followed by questions and discussion frdra t
audience.

It will be a wonderful evening! As always, thetbwill be
delicious and the warmtlire evening will be a lovely beginning to
the holiday season. As gksyd@he program will be free and open to the
public. You are very weloato bring guests!

This ye@e change our location, and will have our program
in thEdwards Roomof theReformed Church on Pondfield Road and Midland Avenue
(entrance on Midland Avenue, across from the fitete). We will begin at:00 p.m and the panel program
will start at7:30 p.m. If you need further information, or a ride, plea®ntact me (914/779-8354 or
sweisfeld@juno.com).

We hope you can join us for this very spesvant!

In Peace and Friendship,
Susan Weisfeld, Program Chair




z=

oy
"fl"‘l THE BEST KIND OF HOLIDAY GREEN TO BE
HIGHLIGHTED AT OUR DECEMBER COFFEE

¢
@\\ 'dﬁ
il

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18
9:30 am
BRONXVILLEVOMEN'’S CLUB

Community quality-of-life issues make a gréaal of difference in the heath and security of
local residents. One major quality-of-life issucernes having a clean and beautiful natural
environment. How can citizens get involved andytrabke a difference?

Yonkers — yes, Yonkers! -- has formed a Gieelicy Task Force comprised of seven
residents from different areas of the city. Thendaes of the GPTF are to develop and lobby
for passage of environmental and health legislaginley on behalf of all city residents.

At our next League coffee, December 18 ab @&.8n., you will be amazed to learn how just a
few active and concerned citizens have already matiference! Molly Roffman, member of
the GPTF will describe how the group met with thenkers Board of Education Transportation
Department of the Yonkers Board of Education, amaviced that department to work with the
Task Force to help educate bus drivers and studéotst restrictions on bus and car idling.

The seasonal leaf blower ban, now passedimoasly by the City Council, also was
influenced by grass roots citizens’ efforts as \aslthe joint efforts of Task Force members.
The environmental and health benefits of both issué help improve Yonkers air quality near
homes and schools, where the lungs of Yonkers'geatreitizens are most vulnerable!

Much more is being done, and much more isr@drby the GPTF. Please come and join us
for this wonderful coffee hour. Holiday refreshrtewill be served and you will come away
with inspiration and pride at the difference jusea concerned citizens have madeniember
the famous quote by Margaret Mead? Here it isaticm!!)
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LWVW COFFEE AND CONVERSATION
with
OUR WESTCHESTER STATE LEGISLATORS

Friday, December 14, 2007
9:30 AM
White Plains Library

LWVW FUND RAISER
THE MOISEYEV DANCE COMPANY
SUNDAY, JANUARY 13, 2008
5PM
SUNY Purchase Theater
Orchestra Tickets: $55

RSVP ASAP: Kitt Rosenthal, 723-5128ittr@optonline.net




HEALTH ISSUES - December, 2007

At this point, most people agree that our healtle cstem, such as it is, is in dire need of refoFm begin
with, we’re the only industrialized nation in theomd that doesn’t provide universal coverage - \uhis
distressing in itself. Moreover, what we do haveascomplicated that it's hard to understand, mash know
where, or how to change it. However, the bottone lis that 47 million people have no medical insoean
whatsoever, and another 70 million have it onlysegically, three months or so at a time. And ttsat i
unacceptable.

To help us out, the Rivertowns League, with ousponsorship, explored the topic at a meeting onelNter
9" in Hastings-on-Hudson. The speaker was Mark HgnBaector, Metro New York Health Care for All
Campaign (a coalition of unions and other orgammnatin NYC and its environs.) He made the follogvin
points.

Any type of health - or medical - care system nansture:

~ Universality -everyonegets coverage (somehow)

~Comprehensiveness - basic care (however definatlpegventive care for physical/ mental illneasd
substance abuse

~ Affordability - for every payer: individual, empter, union, and/or government

~ Accessibility - physically, and in terms of langesand cultural issues

~ Quality - in primary care and public health (avimm the current focus on acute tertiary care)

~ Accountability - via regulation, monitoring andfercement

Many proposals/options have been put forth to helpeve this but there are two basic models:

"Progressive”, publically orientezhes like:

National Health Insurance, a Medicare-for-all, fowernment is the sole payer (Canada)
National Health Service (UK) Government pays tHednd organizes delivery
"Incremental” expansion of Medicaid, SCHIP, Fed&mlployee Health Benefits
Regulation of private coverage to prevent chergkipig and limit denials of coverage.

"Conservative", market oriented propostiat would

Subsidize private coverage with tax credits antéorsurance for high cost claims
Deregulate the private market

Mandate the otherwise uninsured to buy private e (as in Mass.)

Privatize Medicare and Medicaid

We must determine which proposals best meet thergisria noted above, and individually and colilesty
work towards them. As first goals for next year,. Miannay suggested support for Medicare Part Desfix
(negotiate drug prices, fill in the donut hole poallMedicare to offer it directly, rather than omgivately as it
does now), and for some specific, desirable btk en route in Congress ( the mental health p&aityup for
renewal and "federal-state partnership” bills)opé to provide some particulars later on. He alg®d us to
build coalitions with other like-minded groups, aoedoin them, individually, to strengthen our ingpghrough
increased numbers. And, of course, to maintainamnivith our state and federal representatives. dfée
seriously out-classed by moneyed interests; oangth lies in our votes and in our numbers.

Edith Szold, Health Issues Chair
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