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September/October 2007

The League of Women Voters of Westchester
Is sponsoring a seminar on

*HOW TO READ A CAPITAL BUDGET”

Thursday, October 18, 2007
930 AM

Michaelian Office Building, 3™ Floor Budget Conference Room
Martine Avenue
Whie Plains

Anne Reasoner
Westchester County Budget Director
and

Arthur Vietro

Deputy Budget Director

will describe the ins and outs of a capital budget
and how it applies to the county and your own municipality
All Leaguers are invited

There will be time for questions and answers!

For more mlo, call Barbara Strauss, LWYW Budget Char, 725-1713



FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK

If not the League, then who?

I hope everyone was able to find some time to
relax this summer, and that you are enjoying an active
fall filled with activities that include the League.

People have long associated the League name
with nonpartisanship and impartiality-—--kev  aiinbuies
that are critical to holding far elections, thereby
protecting the fundamental nght to vote and democracy.
We're in the midst of the fall election season, and,
carrying on the work of the dedicated women (and, ves,
even some mend who came before ws, many League
members are comributing their efforts to Voter Service
and related activities. A number of vou began this effon
in the summer with the initial contacting of candidates to
collect information for the Forers Guides. How many of
wvou have been told by folks i vour community that the
nonpartisan Fefers Guwide 1= an indispensable ool that
they have come to relv on and camry to the voting booth
on Election Day? This wvear, we're publishing four
guides-—one  each  for  northern and  southern
Westchester, and for the third consecutive vear, each
Forers Guide will be avalable, scparatelv, i Spanish
and English.

Because of technological innovations, much
more informatien 15 readily available wia the Internet
than ever before, and along with League members, there
15 & new generation of voters who are savyy about taking
advantage of the Internet’s capabilitics and gathering
detailed information rapidly.  For seme, the drive for
political information stmulates a need, curtosity, and a
desire to connect and cxpress opmions (case In pomi:
the nse of the political blogs). To serve the information
needs of these voters, the Westchester League s
participating in a pilot project, www. SmartVolerorg,
With the click of a mouse, information about ballots,
polling  places, candidates, voter registration,  and
absentee ballots appears on a computer sereen. At their
fingertips, users can readily find out more information
about specific candidates by linking to therr websites,
From a candidate  perspective,  the  abillity  to
communicate directly to voters 15 appealing---ideas are
not spun or filtered through the lens of a media
organization that mav endorse an opponent. Please check
out the SmartVoter.org website and encourage vour
friends and neighbors to drop by the site.

In addition to ensuring that the candidates have a
nonpartisan written platform availlable, many League
members are also engaged i moderating candidates’
forums, thereby directly participating in the debate
process and ensuring that candidates are treated fairly
and impartially in these live events.

On hehalf of the L'WY of Westchester, | want o
thank Claire Prohl, our interim YVoter Service Chair, for
her dedication, time and energv to spearheading the
publication of the Vorers Guides this vear and leading
the effort on SmartVoterorg.  Thank vyou to Anne
Cochran  for your dedicated effort in launching
SmartVoterorg. Thank vou to Renee Baylor for yvour
pattence and the many hours vou have spent preparing
the Vorers guides.  Thank wou to Laura Fratt for
coordinating the moderators for the candidates” forums.
Thank wvou also to each League member for vour time
and support of this unique organizaton.  1f we didn™t
perform  these  activities, which  are  critical o
safeguarding democracy, who else would do ww?

Mary Beth
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LOCAL LEAGUE ACTIVITIES

LARCHMONTMAMARONECK and NEW ROCHELLE LWY - on Thursday, September 27 at 7 PM
at the New Rochelle Library - are co-sponsoring, with the New Rochelle Library, the first program in their
local study of US Immigration Policy. There will be a film: “The History of Immigration to the Lower East
Side” provided by the Tenement Museum of the Lower East Side. The film was commissioned by the Muscum
from the Hiswory Channel.  The guest speaker will be Michele Wucker, journalist and author of “Lockout:
Why America Keeps Gorting Immigration Wrong When our Prosperity Depends on Getting it Right™ and a
frequent contributor to MENBC and other media outlets.  She will discuss  the history of immigration — myths
anmd facts. This event s free and open to the public. Mo RSVP necessary. Questions?  aliceworksizaol.com.

LARCHMONT/MAMARONECK LWY — Monthly coffee mecting on Friday, October 5™ from 8:45 AM 1o
1115 AM at Café Mozart, 123 Mamaroneck Ave., in Village next to Sal’s Pizzeria. Ann Cochran, President of
thi LW of Bve, Rye Brook and Portchester, will speak about the new Smart Yoter website,

NEW CASTLE LWY ~ Fall luncheon. Wednesday, October 10" at 12 noon at Crabtree’s Kittle House,

11 Kittle Road. Chappaqua . Topic: *Universal Health Care: How Can We Achieve It?” Guest Speakers
will be Mary Ann Baily, Associate for Ethics & Health Policy at the Hastings Center, and Lindsay Farrell,
President and CEO of Open Door Family Medical Centers.  Luncheon: 542 per person.  Send checks pavable
o LWY of Mew Castle and send oo Evelyn Bloom, 3 Woodmill Road, Chappaqua, NY 10314, For more
information: lwmewcastlegioponline net,

SCARSDALE L'WY — Annual Food for Thought Luncheon, Friday, October 26" at 11:45 AM to 2:00 PM.
at the Scarsdale Golf Club, 1 Club Way, Harisdale. Topic: The National Fopular Vote.

The LWWUS believes that the dircct-popular-vete method for electing the President and Vice-President 15
esseniial o represeniative government.  Learn more about this exciting idea.  Our guest speaker 15 a
representative from National Popular Vot Inc. whose mission is to smdy, analvze and educate the public
regarding the proposal o implement a nationwide popular election of the President of the United Staies.
Luncheon: 340 per person (545 after Cct. 12). Make check payvable o LWWS and send to Barbara Schwariz,

97 Greenocres Ave., Scarsdale, NY 10583, Cuestions? Contact Adie Shore at absnynyGoaol.com or 472-3173

PRESS RELEASE — September 9, 2007 From: The League of Women Voters of Westchester

Westchester voters just got smarter. With www, SmartVoter,org, county residents now have an interactive
source for non-parfisan voting information, thanks to the cfforis of the League of Women Voiers of

Westchester. Just in time for the September 15" Primary Elections, the League website 18 ready o provide
Westchester voters with casy access o personalized local election information. Don’t know your specific
polling place or hours? Unsure what offices are being contested? Care to see a sample ballot before you vote?
Want to learn more about the candidates” experience, credenials, and endorsements? Smart Voiers can simply
rype in their address amd, with the click of a mouse, find all this useful. non-partisan intformation and more. The
wehsite also allows users to view results of recent and past elections. While the League of Women Vorers of
Westchester will continue to publish and dismribuce its raditional Voters Guide, both in English and Spanish. in
ime for general elections, www. SmanVoier.org now provides county voters with a contnuously updated
source of ¢lection informatien. Don’t have a personal computer? Most local libraries provide access o
wiww. SmartVoter.org on their public computers.




A/VR

Ida Trager
Mew York Stats wmm

The State Board and Your Local
League (LL) Working Together:
Voter Service/Membership/
Financial Support/ State Study
on National Popular /Other

Saa tha 2007 schadule below and make your
raservation to join members fram your state board
wihien they come o your area 1o facitate traning.
dialague, and &n active natworkeng opportunity amang
lacal Leaguas, Share information and a light meal
with state League preskdent, Martha Kennedy, WPs
Marcia Mamns (mambership), Maggie Moehringer
{Water Servica), and Betsey Swan {development) as
well as ather state board members.

SEPTEMBER 26 Western WY 11:00am ~3:00pm
Harem Road Communily Gamler 4255 Harlam Road
amharsl, WY 142365 716-6231-7200

October 4 Long Island 11:00am - 3:00 pm
Famingdale University, 2350 Broadholow Road
Famningdala, NY - Knagp Hall {Fagchiras Lourngs|

Cetebar 5 Wastchosior Counly  11,00pm - 3 00pm
Scarsdale Public Lbrary-0imsted Road and Rt 22

OCTOBER 20 Canral N¥YS  11:00am — 3:00pm
TompkinsCerland Community College "TC3" Em 2108

O RE 13 0 Drydan: from Mo 18 &) ™ irafs Rght!

from Soc i, i@ 3 traffic light. Left inka 1" pkg. Lal. 1st bldg.
by cincular drive wilh lags sculplure &TC3 sign in frant.

Nowembar 15 Capital Regien  4:00pm — 8200 pm
Shenendahowa Sanor Citizan Camar
& Clflon Comman Court, Cliftan Park, MY 123085

Movembar 26 Naw York City 4200w — T:30pm
45 EJ35L [Babwean Park and Madison Awa) WY NY 10016
CITEEY

GOALS
1. Foster srong ralaticnships betwaen the LWYNYS
and L'WW local Lesgusas, beands and mambars
. Fogler strong ralaticnships among local Leegusas
within regians
Frablem salve amang local and stale LWWYHNYS leaders,
. Henlify the best idaass peaple 1o move LWVHYS farward
. Pravide a cansistant annual platform for apan
and intimate dialogue, probleny sclving and vsioning

MW M

ional Training

Woerkahops ane hosted by area LLz wha will maka
arrangements for food. To show our appreciation for
their efforts on behalf of all, please RSVP as soon as
possible. Contact the office (see below) if you have any
questicng, Telsphans or wiillen mistiphs registrations.
are happily aceapbed, Thank yeull

OFEM TOINTERESTED LEAGUE MEMEBERS & FRIENDS

I
] FLEASE CLIP AND SEND TO:
i LWWVNYS, 62 GRAND STREET
1 ALBANY, NY 12207
I Or Fax 518-465-0812 (Credit Card Only)
I Phone: 518-465-4162
1| MamE:
|| LocaL LencuE:
I
I ADDRESE:
1| cImye:
1| state: zIp:
I
1 TELEFHOME
| | EMAL ADDRESS:
! WORKSHOP | WISH TO ATTEND
I Sapbember 2687 1100 a.m. = 300 pom. Waslem NY
1 Octabar 47 1900 am. - 300 pm. Lang lsland
1 Ctabar 5% 1900 a.m, = 3300 pom Wastchashar
1 Cetabar 207 1900 a.m, - 300 pw.  Cendral WY
I Mowember 15 4:00 p.mi = B:00 p.m. Capital Regian
I Mowember 26 4:00 p.m = 7230 p.m. Mew Yark City
I
| | ENCLOSED IS MY REGISTRATION FEE OF $5
[l My check is enclosed (payables to LWAWRYS)
1
1 Charge my: Mastercard WViSA
1 Discaver Amarican Exprass
1 Cardhalder's Name:
I
Exp. Data;
1
] Card Mumbar:
1 Sipnature
I
I



What Kind of Voting Machine Will You Be Voung On This Fall?

The answer is ... old faithful. lever machines!  Under the NYS HAVA staute of 2005, New York was
required to replace our lever voting machines in September 2006, However, since we did not have any certified
machines by that time, the US DOJ imposed a series of deadlines for 2006, primarily to implement the federal
mandate for provision of accessible voting. This plan, called the “Plan B™ solution, required counties to provide
at least one ballot marking device ina location o be determined by that county for use by anvone, disabled or
non-disabled. The court order was in effect only for 2006, New York still does not have centified machines for
the fall elections nor will have for the forseeable future, What o do? The obvious solution was o exiend the
“Flan B solution indefinitely. When the Legislature adjourned in June they had not addressed the issue. A
Mussage of Necessity from Governor Spitzer forced a solution when they met in July and so until machines arc
certified and available for purchase by the counties, we will be using lever voting machines and ballot marking
devices for anvone who chooses to vote on them, withour restriction.  For 2007, countics will probably not
expand the number they purchased in 2006 (Albany County purchased one ballot marker and placed it ar the
County board of elections office at Westgate Center on Central Ave. in Albany). Arguably. one ballor marker is
not adequate o serve the needs of the target population who may not have reasonable transportation o the
board of clections office.

At the August 15" meting of the New York State Board of Elections, the commissioners voted 1o support a
proposal which reguires counites to provide one ballot marker at every polling place for 2008 If New York
atill has not certified machines for use, accessibility will be assured for persons in need of enhanced voting
cquipment.

To review: hallof marking devices do naf count votes: they allow a vorer to make hisher selection with the aid
of a mechanical device on a paper ballot which is then removed from the marker and  inserted into a manila
envelope for counting at the end of the vating periml. You, or any other qualified voter, can use the device at
the county board of elections without notitying the board of your intent in advance.  Simply appear at the
offices during regular voting hours for the primary or general electiion and follow the instructons. 1 votad on
the device last year and found it very casy — vou can too!

Almee Allaud
Elections specialist, NYSLWWY

SAVE THESE DATES!

Wednesday, November 25, 2007
At the United Nations in WY C

“Briefings on the Effects of War on Women Around the World™, sponsonad by LWVNYS in
association with the Unine Mations Depanment of Public Information. Details o follow.

Thursday, November 29, 2007
Cartlandt Town Hall

Global Warming Forum. presented by Assemblywoman Sandy Galef, with speakers from NYS
Dept. of Environmental Conscrvation, Natural Resources Defense Council and Environmental
Audvocates of New York, More details in next County Voter,
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TO: Local League Presidents and Advocacy & Issue Chairs
FROM: Roberta Wiernk, Off-Board Specialist, Natural Resources
E-mail: RFWiernikwaol.com

WHAT ISSUES DOES THE LWYNYS OFF-BOARD SPECIALIST ON NATURAL RESOURCES
HANDLE?

Arcas of expertise:

1 Water quality: Chaired’ participated in three studies on sewage disposal and storm  water.
Currently, advocating for a county law on septic management.

2 Pesticides: Public  education: produced one of first county-wide educational brochures,
"How to Have a Beautiful Garden Without Treating Your Health Like Dirt (a LWWVNYS
Award winner!). Imtated legislation for Westchester County Pesticide Reduction Law;
now chair the Westchester County Pest Management Committee to implement the law.

3 Waste Management:  Helped design and promote a waste reduction/recycling program,
"Environmental Shopping”, with a strong emphasis on reduce and reuse and awareness of
houschold toxics; this local league program won a national award which enabled us to
promote the traiming packet nationally. Also published a recipe book ol non-toxic
houschold products.

4 Bigger, Better, Bottle Bill---advocated for the passage ol this environmentally friendly  bill in
the 2007 legislative session.

5 Some experience i energy conservation.

Now that you know the issues that | handle, how can [ help your local League? | am happy to
share my expenences/expertise with your local League, please feel free to e-mal me for
additional information.

SAVE THE DATE!

{But make your reservations asap)
LWWW FUND RAISER
THE MOISEYEV DANCE COMPANY
SUNDAY JANUARY 13, 2008
5PM
Orchestra Tickets: $55

RSVP: Kitt Rosenthal, 723-5126, kittri@optonline.net
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF WESTCHESTER
White Plains Mall, 200 Hamilton Avenue, White Plains, MY 10601

Telephone: (914) 349-0507 Fax: (914) 907-8354

ORDER FORM
2007 DIRECTORY OF OFFICIALS
Westchester Connty Cities, Tovwns, and Vilages

The Dinectory of Oftficials, published annually by the League of Women Voters of Wesichester, is a compact
booklet which includes the names and contact information of all elected aml many appointed officials for
Westchester at county, city, town and village governments, and federal government and judicial positons. In
addirion, it contains maps. plus voler regisration, clection and other usetul information.

Individual copics of the DNrectory of fffcials are 55 plus 31 cach for postage and handling.  For further
informaiion, including rates for volume orders, call 9490507, or e-mail LWV wesichesierioverizon.net.

Please send me

copics of the League of Women Voters Westchester Dircctory of Officials.

Checks should be made our to LWY of Westchester.

Mame:

Auddress:

Telephone:

Murmber of copics

E-mail:

56 (including postage and handling)
TOTAL Enclosed

Please send to LWY of Westchester, 200 Hamilton Ave, White Plains, NY 10601

ORDER /RENEWAL FORM - LWVW COUNTY VOTER - 2007-2008

Maris:

Address
Phone #
Age you currently a League Member? League

If not, do you wish 1o receive membership information from the nearest local League??

T subscribe:

Please semd check for 510 payable 1o the LWY of Westchester 1!

L'WY of Westcheater, 200 Hamilton Ave_, White Plaing, NY 106801

E-imail




COUNTY VOTER

League of Women Voters of Westchester

White Plains Mall, 200 Hamilton Ave., White Plains, NY 10601

IMPORTANT DATES
Oct 4 9:30 AM
Oct 5 L1IAM/3PM
Oct 18 9:30 AM
Nov 1 9230 AM
Mov 6 GANSPM

LWYW Executive Board Meeting

Ida Trager Workshop
How To Read a County Budget
LWYW Executive Board Meeting

Election Day

Non-Frofit org.

LS. Postage
Faid

White Plains, MY

Permit Mo, 615

Com.Unitarian Ch.
468 Rosedale Ave
White Plains
Scarsdale Library
Michaclian Building

Com.Unitarian Ch.

Usual Polling Places



