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LWVSC welcomes local league members to observe our monthly board meetings, usually held at the 
Riverhead Library. It’s a wonderful way to learn about and appreciate the accomplishments of  our 
five local leagues– Brookhaven, Hamptons, Huntington, Shelter Island, and Smithtown. 
Mon. June 11 LWVSC Board Meeting—Riverhead Library 10am-12 noon 

Redistricting Success   

   The passage of I.R. 2599-2006, a Charter Law to Ensure a Non-Partisan, Fair and Objec-
tive Process by Which Legislative Districts Are Reapportioned, on April 24th was a major 
breakthrough! Suffolk County is the first county in New York State to have passed such legis-
lation, once again putting us at the forefront of a most significant movement. 
   The LWVUS took a position on Apportionment initially in 1966, and revised it 1982, stating 
that districts should be drawn on population alone. The LWVNYS announced in 1966 that 
“whoever is responsible for districting should utilize an impartial commission for drawing the 
lines.” 
   This legislation does that. It gives the two major parties equal representation on the Reap-
portionment Commission. Qualifications for members remove them significantly from cur-
rent, active involvement in their parties, thus removing politics as much as is feasible from 
politics! 
   League members learned much during the process of the development of this legislation. 
Initially, we favored it, but learned, after speaking with legislators and League redistricting 
specialists, that much revision was necessary to bring the legislation closer to a form which 
would indeed be protective of equal representation for each voter, that voters were indeed 
choosing their legislators and not the other way around. 
   To his great credit, County Executive Steve Levy supported the changes recommended by 
specialists from the League, from Common Cause and from NYPIRG. The Legislature also 
deserves great credit because it voted to remove redistricting powers from its own area of con-
trol and conferred that responsibility to the Reapportionment Commission.  Both Mr. Levy 
and the legislators who voted to approve this legislation have made a very significant contri-
bution to the welfare and survival of democracy here in Suffolk. League members heartily 
salute them! 

LWVSC 39th Annual Convention in Bellport  

 

   Over 40 people (including 3 SC Legislators) participated in the LWVSC’s annual conven-
tion on May 10. The keynote address was by the Long Island Regional Planning Board’s new 
Exec. Director, Michael White. LWVSC honored our Suffolk 
County Board of Election Commissioners Anita Katz and Cathy 
Richter Geier. Katherine Hoak received recognition from SC Exec.  
Steve Levy for her tireless work on redistricting legislation, and Lo-
cal League Awards of Achievement went to Edie Embler, Maura 
Lester, Judie Gorenstein, Phyllis Gates, and Sondra Irvine. For fur-
ther details of the LWVSC business agenda, contact Lisa Scott. 

Left: Anita 
Katz and 
Cathy Richer 
Geier, 
BOE Com-
missioners 
 

Right: 
Michael 
White 
LIRPB Exec. 
Director 


