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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN—Every two years, before the 
National LWV Convention, League members review the program 
and support positions on the LWV US.  We have the opportunity 
to suggest that some of the items be updated, or dropped.  It is 
also a chance to suggest new items that members want to study.  
These are submitted to the National Board, which may consider 
them for new items if enough Leagues suggest them.  In most 
cases, the National Board does not suggest that they be put on the 
agenda, but Leagues can, and will, lobby other Leagues to join 
them.  On December 5 and 10, our League will consider the 
many support positions that have been developed through the 
years.  The meeting on December 5 will be on Saturday morning 
at Ruth Regan’s in Stony Brook; the December 10 meeting will 
be at 7:30 at Lea-Abri Becker’s in Brookhaven.  We often forget 
how much has been done through the years, and how widespread 
the League positions are.  Local Leagues often take action under 
National positions, and many of our local studies start with posi-
tions that have been agreed on in the past nationally.  (See pages 
7-9.) 

 

At the 2009 New York State Convention, the delegates agreed to 
study the spider web of special districts that covers New York 
State, to see how it could be reformed.  Attorney General Cuomo 
sponsored a bill to make it possible for citizens groups to initiate 
challenges to special districts they think are unnecessary. Long 
Island has an especially large number of special districts, and it is 
likely that our taxes are higher than they need to be as a result. 
Our County League will be joining the New York State study. A 
role that the League can play is to explain the procedure to the 
public and help make the process orderly and thoughtful.   If any 
League member wants to take part, she (or he) should contact 
Adam Gaus �adamgaus@IEEE.org). Adam is our webmaster, and 
proficient in financial matters.  See also page 4 in this Voter for 
more information.   

 

At  our next meeting, November 23, we will view a new docu-
mentary film made by Jacqui Lofaro and Victor Teich, producers 
of the Empty Chair.  It engages the viewer in a degate on forgive-
ness as it tells compelling and uncommon real life stories and 
raises issues of revenge, retribution and forgiveness..     
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 ANNUAL UN DINNER 

On Friday, October 23, a full house of well-fed 
League members and guests enjoyed hearing Susan 
David McGovern tell of her stay in East Africa, in 
Guinea and Senegal, while her husband was doing his 
research for a degree in anthropology.  She made it 
come to life as she told of the customs, the food, the 
village life, and the names she was called as an out-
sider, and a white person.  She also answered ques-
tions about the political and educational system, and 
made it clear that her life while she was there was 
very different depending on where she was, and also 
very different from our lives in the United States.  
Many many thanks to Alice d’Amico for hosting the 
evening so generously, and to Pauline Pierce and 
Celia Cleland for making reminder calls and handling 
the door.  

 

POST–ELECTION BREAKFAST 
 

This Sunday, about sixty members and friends of the 
leagues in Suffolk County attended the annual event at 
the Bellport Country Club to analyze the election.  
Our new format worked well—instead of breaking up 
the program with the “brunch,” we ate “breakfast” 
first and then had the rest of the time for talking.  
Each League presented one of their members with an 
award for Voter Service work, and then made a report 
on the election issues in each town.  In many of the 
towns, the elections seemed to be dominated by inter-
necine efforts by politicians to retain their power; in 
Brookhaven the elections were more straightforwardly 
directed to gaining or retaining the majority, and in 
most cases were victories for the incumbents.  We had 
scheduled comments by Senators Foley and LaValle, 
as a new and an experienced state senator, about poli-
tics and policies in Albany, but neither were able to 
attend due to conflicts.  Rick Brand, Newsday politi-
cal reporter and a regular speaker at the breakfast-
brunch, closed the morning with information about 
why things happened the way they did.   The new for-
mats seemed to please us all, and we extend thanks to 
Sue Wilson, Lisa Scott, and Marilyn McKeown, who 
organized and ran the event.  

 

 

 

SOME GOOD RESULTS OF HEALTH REFORM 

According to E. J. Dionne, in an article in the Wash-
ington Post, November 2, “the most important docu-
ment House Democrats released when they unveiled 
their bill was a list of 14 benefits that would be cre-
ated immediately.  
These include insurance reforms to ban lifetime limits 
on coverage and an end to ‘rescissions,’ under which 
insurers abruptly nullify patients' policies after they 
file claims. One of the most popular reforms in the bill 
-- barring insurers from denying coverage to those 
with pre-existing conditions -- wouldn't take effect 
until later. So the House bill creates an interim high-
risk pool to help those who need coverage in the 
meantime.  
There are also particular benefits for Medicare recipi-
ents, including an immediate reduction in drug costs, 
and a very popular provision that would allow parents 
to keep their children on the family health plan 
through age 26.  
Especially important are new investments in commu-
nity health centers and in efforts to increase the num-
ber of primary care doctors. As millions more people 
get access to decent care, the system will have to pro-
vide more doctors, nurses and facilities to treat them.  
‘People will be excited about 2013,’ said Rep. George 
Miller, chairman of the House Education and Labor 
Committee, which shares jurisdiction on the health-
care bill ‘But there are enough benefits between now 
and then to keep them engaged and to keep them fa-
vorably disposed.’  
The key word here is ‘excited,’ and the central task of 
supporters of health-care reform is to elevate the dis-
cussion to the central question at stake: Will the 
United States join all the other wealthy democracies in 
providing nearly everyone with health insurance? Or 
will we kick away the opportunity?  
Miller focuses on how much a guarantee of health in-
surance will lift needless anxiety from the average 
family. ‘Right now, when you lose your job, you also 
lose your health care, your ability to send your kid to 
college and sometimes your home,’ he says. Knowing 
that health coverage will always be there doesn't solve 
all those problems, but it removes a burden.  
While negotiations between the two houses will be 
difficult, my hunch is that they could be less challeng-
ing than many are predicting.”  
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� � STATE CONSOLIDATION/SHARED SERVICES STUDY 

The LWVNYS 2009 Convention approved a new state study on local government: consolidation and shared 
services. The Suffolk County LWV will be participating in the study and anyone interested is encouraged to 
contact Adam Gaus@IEEE.org.   The issue of increasing local government efficiency through consolidation is 
quite complex. Consolidation is not limited to a simple merger of two local governmental units or the merger 
of school districts but also contemplates the consolidation of special districts such as fire, library, water, sewer 
etc., the consolidation of local public authorities, the consolidation of a municipal service without the loss of 
the underlying governmental units, for example, civil service hiring, assessing, IT, purchasing etc. all with the 
intent of reducing costs.  

Local Leagues have requested guidance on how they should respond to local consolidation proposals should 
they arise. In an effort to assist the Leagues, a State consolidation/shared services study committee is educat-
ing themselves on this issue. Based upon their research, the committee will propose a series of questions and 
discussion materials which will be set before the local Leagues for consensus. 

 

The timeline is as follows: 

• September: Preliminary bibliography to local Leagues described below; 

• November: Full bibliography and written materials for local Leagues 

• December: Consensus questions developed by committee 

• January: Consensus questions go out after approval by State Board 

• January to April: Local Leagues have meetings and prepare answers to consensus questions 

• April/May: Committee reviews input from local Leagues and prepares a draft position for State Board ap-
proval at May board meeting 

 

There is a great deal of material available on the internet.  We would recommend that all League members 
planning on participating in the consensus process visit the following websites to begin to get up to speed: 

• www.nyslocalgov.com (a good overall explanation of the State initiatives) 

• www.nytowns.org/core/contentmanager/uploads/Government.Efficiency. The Case for .Local. Control.pdf (a 
publication of the Association of Towns) 

• www.dos.state.ny.us/lgss/publications.htm#SharedServices (a good site with several additional reports). 

 

If anyone has additional material that they believe would be of value we would welcome that information. It 
might also be instructive for local Leagues to interview their local government managers and find out what 
shared services or other techniques their governments already employ to reduce costs and what they see as im-
pediments to expanding these arrangements. 
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HEALTH REFORM LEGISLATION 
 
At this point, we are waiting for the Senate to combine its 
three bills into one, and vote on it, up or down.  Henry 
Reid predicts that it will not be done quickly.   It is con-
sidered a triumph that the House passed its bill, but it was 
at the cost of including the Stupak amendment, which 
extended the prohibition on federal funding of abortions 
to any health insurance company participating in the fed-
eral program, including the proposed Exchange.  The 
goal of the pro-choice advocates will be to dissuade the  
Senators from introducing a similar restriction and to 
moderate the final wording in the joint bill.   While we 
wait for further word, I thought the following comments 
by E J Dionne are worth reading.   
 
 
From HEARTS, MINDS, AND HEALTH CARE by E.J. Dionne Jr., 
Washington Post, Monday, November 2, 2009  
 
The next health-care fight has already started. It's the bat-
tle to define the bill that President Obama will eventually 
sign as a victory for consumers, taxpayers and the com-
mon good.  
You might say this view is premature. Legislation has yet 
to pass the House or the Senate, there are differences be-
tween the two bodies, and some moderates still have 
doubts.  
But barring astoundingly self-defeating behavior by De-
mocrats, a decent bill will get to Obama's desk. He and 
his party will then own the most sweeping reform of the 
American social safety net since the passage of Medicare 
in the 1960s and, arguably, Social Security in the 1930s.  
Both parties know this. That's why much of the rhetoric 
you'll hear in the coming weeks will not really be about 
whether to pass a bill. It will be designed to shape how 
the voters who will decide the 2010 elections -- and, ulti-
mately, the fate of health-care reform itself -- come to 
view the new system.  
And since most of the changes don't become effective 
until 2013, the next few years will be a time of uncertain-
ties and unknowns. Citizens typically want to know 
what's in this for them, and what they'll get right now.  
That's why the most important document House Democ-
rats released when they unveiled their bill last week was a 
list of 14 benefits that would be created immediately.  
These include insurance reforms to ban lifetime limits on 
coverage and an end to "rescissions," under which insur-
ers abruptly nullify patients' policies after they file 
claims. One of the most popular reforms in the bill -- bar-
ring insurers from denying coverage to those with pre-
existing conditions -- wouldn't take effect until later. So 
the House bill creates an interim high-risk pool to help 
those who need coverage in the meantime.  

There are also particular benefits for Medicare recipients, 
including an immediate reduction in drug costs, and a 
very popular provision that would allow parents to keep 
their children on the family health plan through age 26.  
Especially important are new investments in community 
health centers and in efforts to increase the number of 
primary care doctors. As millions more people get access 
to decent care, the system will have to provide more doc-
tors, nurses and facilities to treat them.  
"People will be excited about 2013," said Rep. George 
Miller, chairman of the House Education and Labor 
Committee, which shares jurisdiction on the health-care 
bill. "But there are enough benefits between now and 
then to keep them engaged and to keep them favorably 
disposed."  
The key word here is "excited," and the central task of 
supporters of health-care reform is to elevate the discus-
sion to the central question at stake: Will the United 
States join all the other wealthy democracies in providing 
nearly everyone with health insurance? Or will we kick 
away the opportunity?  
Miller focuses on how much a guarantee of health insur-
ance will lift needless anxiety from the average family. 
"Right now, when you lose your job, you also lose your 
health care, your ability to send your kid to college and 
sometimes your home," he says. Knowing that health 
coverage will always be there doesn't solve all those 
problems, but it removes a burden.  
While negotiations between the two houses will be diffi-
cult, my hunch is that they could be less challenging than 
many are predicting.  
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