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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN—Every two years, before the
National LWV Convention, League members reviewghegram
and support positions on the LWV US. We have {hgootunity
to suggest that some of the items be updated oppéd. It is
also a chance to suggest new items that membetstovaiudy.
These are submitted to the National Board, whick comsider
them for new items if enough Leagues suggest tHermost
cases, the National Board does not suggest thabtheut on the
agenda, but Leagues can, and will, lobby other ueado join
them. On December 5 and 10, our League will candite
many support positions that have been developedigirthe
years. The meeting on December 5 will be on Satundorning
at Ruth Regan’s in Stony Brook; the December 10timgevill
be at 7:30 at Lea-Abri Becker’s in Brookhaven. @¥#en forget
how much has been done through the years, and hdespread
the League positions are. Local Leagues oftenaakien under
National positions, and many of our local studistsvith posi-
tions that have been agreed on in the past nalyon@ee pages
7-9.)

At the 2009 New York State Convention, the delegatgeed to
study the spider web of special districts that cowWew York
State, to see how it could be reformed. Attornenpé&al Cuomo
sponsored a bill to make it possible for citizensugps to initiate
challenges to special districts they think are wessary. Long
Island has an especially large number of specsaticiis, and it is
likely that our taxes are higher than they neeldet@as a result.
Our County League will be joining the New York &tatudy. A
role that the League can play is to explain the@dare to the
public and help make the process orderly and thibuigh If any
League member wants to take part, she (or he) dloouitact

Adam Gausadamgaus@IEEE.org). Adam is our webmaster, a

proficient in financial matters. See also page this Voter for
more information.

At our next meeting, November 23, we will viewendocu-
mentary film made by Jacqui Lofaro and Victor Teiploducers
of the Empty Chair. It engages the viewer in aateg@n forgive-
ness as it tells compelling and uncommon reakliéeies and
raises issues of revenge, retribution and forgisene
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ANNUAL UN DINNER SOME GOOD RESULTS OF HEALTH REFORM

On Friday, October 23, a full house of We”_febd:cording to E. J. Dionne, in an artic!e in the \Wg
League members and guests enjoyed hearing Shgign Post, November 2, “the most important d¢

David McGover tell of her stay in East Africa ’ﬁgnt House Democrats released when they unveiled

Guinea and Senegal, while her husband was doin .bi” was allist of 14 benefits that would bre-

research for a degree in anthropology. She madiCf Immediately. e

come to life as she told of the customs, the fdoe, | "€S€ include insurance reforms to _ban lifetimetd

village life, and the names she was called as a&n Yy coverage and an gnd to.rescllsspn's, under I

sider, and a white person. She also answered (Egg[ers abruptly nullify patients' policies aftérey
e

tions about the political and educational systend clal_ms. .One of the most popular reforms in kié
arring insurers from denying coverage to th

made it clear that her life while she was there wa o . ldn't take eff
very different depending on where she was, and $i{g Pre-existing conditions -- wouldn't take e

very different from our lives in the United Statég?;[(' Iatelr. Sohthle Hr?use bi;: createds an interiighh
Many many thanks to Alice d’Amico for hosting ti< Pool to help those who need coverage in
evening so generously, and to Pauline Pierce f@"tme.

Celia Cleland for making reminder calls and harglli ere are a]so parfucular _beneflts fof Me_dlcarepne
the door. ents, including an immediate reduction in drug €{

and a very popular provision that would allow p&ss
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to keep their children on the family health plan

POST-ELECTION BREAKFAST through age 26. . .
Especially important are new investments in com

nity health centers and in efforts to increaserthm-

This Sunday, about sixty members and friends of @Be Of primary care doctors. As millions more pex
leagues in Suffolk County attended the annual ese@€t access to decent care, the system will hapeotd
the Bellport Country Club to analyze the electiotide more doctors, nurses and facilities to treant.
Our new format worked well—instead of breaking igople will be excited about 2013,’ said Rep. @&ef

mu-

pl

DI

the program with the “brunch,” we ate “breakfadfiller, chairman of the House Education and Lgbor

first and then had the rest of the time for talkifgPmmittee, which shares jurisdiction on the hes
Each League presented one of their members witGa4@ bill ‘But there are enough benefits betweew
award for Voter Service work, and then made a ttepdfl then to keep them engaged and to keep the
on the election issues in each town. In many ef\t@rably disposed.’
towns, the elections seemed to be dominated by iftée key word here is ‘excited,” and the centraktaf§
necine efforts by politicians to retain their poyier supporters of health-care reform is to elevatedise
Brookhaven the elections were more straightforwar@ission to the central question at stake: Will

directed to gaining or retaining the majority, aindUnited States join all the other wealthy democraan

most cases were victories for the incumbents. ‘atefoviding nearly everyone with health insurance?
scheduled comments by Senators Foley and Lav#likwe kick away the opportunity?
as a new and an experienced state senator, aboutMyer focuses on how much a guarantee of healt
tics and policies in Albany, but neither were atesurance will lift needless anxiety from the aver

attend due to conflicts. Rick Brand, Newsday polfamily. ‘Right now, when you lose your job, you @Js

cal reporter and a regular speaker at the breakf@se your health care, your ability to send yout ta
brunch, closed the morning with information ab&@lege and sometimes your home,” he says. Kno

why things happened the way they did. The new tBat health coverage will always be there doesives

mats seemed to please us all, and we extend thariéthose problems, but it removes a burden.

Sue Wilson, Lisa Scott, and Marilyn McKeown, wifghile negotiations between the two houses wil
Organized and ran the event. difficult, my hunch is that they could be less dtbiad)-

ing than many are predicting.”
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STATE CONSOLIDATION/SHARED SERVICES STUDY
The LWVNYS 2009 Convention approved a new statdystin local government: consolidation and shg

services. The Suffolk County LWV will be participag in the study and anyone interested is encodragje

contact Adam Gaus@IEEE.org. The issue of incngdsical government efficiency through consolidatisy
guite complex. Consolidation is not limited to enple merger of two local governmental units or tierger
of school districts but also contemplates the claton of special districts such as fire, librawater, sewe
etc., the consolidation of local public authorifidse consolidation of a municipal service withthu loss o
the underlying governmental units, for examplejl ggrvice hiring, assessing, IT, purchasing ellowvah the
intent of reducing costs.

Local Leagues have requested guidance on how timylds respond to local consolidation proposals kh
they arise. In an effort to assist the Leaguesdateonsolidation/shared services study commisteglucat
ing themselves on this issue. Based upon theiarelgthe committee will propose a series of qoastiang
discussion materials which will be set before theal Leagues for consensus.

The timeline is as follows:

» September: Preliminary bibliography to local Leag described below;

* November: Full bibliography and written materiéds local Leagues

» December: Consensus questions developed by cosemit

» January: Consensus questions go out after apdrg\&tate Board

» January to April: Local Leagues have meetings@egare answers to consensus questions

* April/May: Committee reviews input from local Lgaes and prepares a draft position for State Baprd
proval at May board meeting

There is a great deal of material available onrbernet. We would recommend that all League membe
planning on participating in the consensus proeessthe following websites to begin to get upsfzeed:

» www.nyslocalgov.com (a good overall explanatibnhe State initiatives)

* www.nytowns.org/core/contentmanager/uploads/Guwent.Efficiency. The Case for .Local. Control.fal
publication of the Association of Towns)

» www.dos.state.ny.us/Igss/publications.htm#Shaged&es (a good site with several additional regjort

If anyone has additional material that they beliexild be of value we would welcome that informatit
might also be instructive for local Leagues tovigw their local government managers and findvolaiat
shared services or other techniques their govertsvadready employ to reduce costs and what thepséa-
pediments to expanding these arrangements.
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HEALTH REFORM LEGISLATION There are also particular benefits for Medicarepieats,
including an immediate reduction in drug costs, i

At this point, we are waiting for the Senate to bome its very popular provision that would allow parentskeep
three bills into one, and vote on it, up or dowHenry their children on the family health plan througle &$.
Reid predicts that it will not be done quickly.t i3 con- Especially important are new investments in comny
sidered a triumph that the House passed its hitljttwas health centers and in efforts to increase the nurob
at the cost of including the Stupak amendment, Wwhpdmary care doctors. As millions more people geteaq
extended the prohibition on federal funding of aiomis to decent care, the system will have to provideentmc
to any health insurance company participating enfdd- tors, nurses and facilities to treat them.

eral program, including the proposed Exchange. TPeople will be excited about 2013," said Rep. @e

nd

ni

DI

goal of the pro-choice advocates will be to disgutte Miller, chairman of the House Education and Labor

Senators from introducing a similar restriction atwdCommittee, which shares jurisdiction on the heathe
moderate the final wording in the joint bill. Wéiwe bill. "But there are enough benefits between nowl
wait for further word, | thought the following conemts then to keep them engaged and to keep them fayqg
by E J Dionne are worth reading. disposed.”

The key word here is "excited,” and the centrak taf

. supporters of health-care reform is to elevatediseus-
From HEARTS, MINDS, AND HEALTH CARE by E.J. Dionrik,,

Washington PostMonday, November 2, 2009 L R
J d States join all the other wealthy democracies ovigling

The next health-care fight has already startesittig bat-N€arly everyone with health insurance? Or will wek}
away the opportunity?

tle to define the bill that President Obama wileetually <" .
sign as a victory for consumers, taxpayers andctme- Miller focuses on how much a guarantee of healsuri
mon good. ance will lift needless anxiety from the averagmifg.
You might say this view is premature. Legislatiastyet Right now, when you lose your job, you also logeiry
to pass the House or the Senate, there are difeseme-nealth care, your ability to send your kid to coéeang
tween the two bodies, and some moderates still [FQ/BEtimes your home,” he says. Knowing that hs
doubts. coverage will always be there doesn't solve allsél

But barring astoundingly self-defeating behavior g~ Problems, but it removes a burden. o
mocrats, a decent bill will get to Obama's desk.ard While negotiations between the two houses will b#-¢

his party will then own the most sweeping reformtta cult, my hunch is that they could be less challegdghan

American social safety net since the passage ofiddezi Many are predicting.
in the 1960s and, arguably, Social Security in1®80s.
Both parties know this. That's why much of the ohet
you'll hear in the coming weeks will not really About
whether to pass a bill. It will be designed to shéow
the voters who will decide the 2010 elections d,aulti-
mately, the fate of health-care reform itself -m&to
view the new system.

And since most of the changes don't become efiectiv
until 2013, the next few years will be a time otartain-
ties and unknowns. Citizens typically want to know
what's in this for them, and what they'll gietht now.

That's why the most important document House Democ-
rats released when thepveiled their billlast week was a
list of 14 benefits that would be created immedyate
These include insurance reforms to ban lifetimattiron
coverage and an end to "rescissions,” under wimstri
ers abruptly nullify patients' policies after thdie
claims. One of the most popular reforms in the bibhar-
ring insurers from denying coverage to those witl- p
existing conditions -- wouldn't take effect untaltér. So
the House bill creates an interim high-risk poolhip
those who need coverage in the meantime.

sion to the central question at stake: Will the tei
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PUBLIC POLICY POSITIONS

League of Women Voters of the United States

REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT

Promote an open governmental system that is repre-
sentative, accountable and responsive.

Voting Rights
Citizen’s Right to Vote. Protect the right of all citi-
zens to vote; encourage all citizens to vote.

DC Self-Government and Full Vorting Representa-
tion. Secure for the citizens of the District of Columbia
the rights of self-government and full voting representa-
tion in both houses of Congress.

Election Process

Apportionment. Support apportionment of congres-
sional districts and elected legislative bodies ar all levels
of government based substantially on population.

Campaign Finance. Improve methods of financing
political campaigns in order to ensure the public’s right
to know, combat corruption and undue influence, ena-
ble candidates to compete more equitably for public
office and promote citizen participation in the political

process.

Selection of the President. Promote the election of
the President and Vice-President by direct-popular-vote
and work to abolish the Electoral College. Support uni-
form national voting qualifications and procedures for
presidential elections. Support efforts to provide voters
with sufficient information about candidates.

Citizen Rights

Citizen’s Right to Know/Citizen Participation. Pro-
tect the citizen’s right to know and facilitate citizen
participation in government decision making.

Individual Liberties. Oppose major threats to basic
constitutional rights.

Public Policy on Reproductive Choices. Protect the
constitutional right of privacy of the individual to make
reproductive choices.

Congress and the Presidency

Congress. Support responsive legislative processes cha-
racterized by accountability, representativeness, deci-
sion making capability and effective performance.

The Presidency. Promote a dynamic balance of power
between the executive and legislative branches within
the framework set by the Constitution.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Promote peace in an interdependent world by work-
ing cooperatively with other nations and streng-
thening international organizations.

United Nations

Support a strong, effective United Nations to promote
international peace and security and to address the so-
cial, economic and humanitarian needs of all people.

Trade

Support U.S. trade policies that reduce trade barriers,
expand international trade and advance the achieve-
ment of humanitarian, environmental and social goals.

U.S. Relations with Developing Countries

Promote U.S. policies that meet long-term social and
economic needs of developing countries.

Arms Control

Reduce the risk of war through support of arms control
measures.

Military Policy and Defense Spending
Work to limit reliance on military force. Examine de-
fense spending in the context of total national needs.

NATURAL RESOURCES

Promote an environment beneficial to life through
the protection and wise management of natural re-
sources in the public interest.
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