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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Because the redistricting happens only every 10 years, it is 

of utmost importance that legislators develop a reapportion-

ment plan that  provides equal weight for all voters of 

Broome and Tioga Counties. Very few can explain this bet-

ter than Barbara Bartoletti has done in her testimony before 

the Senate Majority and Legislative Task Force on Reappor-

tionment. 

~ Clare Simone 

The following is from http://www.lwvny.org/advocacy/

issues/Testimony_121610.pdf 

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE NEW YORK STATE SEN-

ATE MAJORITY CONFERENCE  SENATE LEGISLA-

TIVE TASK FORCE ON DEMOGRAPHIC RESEARCH 

AND REAPPORTIONMENT VAN BUREN HEARING 

ROOM A-LOB DECEMBER 16, 2010 ALBANY, NEW 

YORK  

My name is Barbara Bartoletti, Legislative Director of the 

League of Women Voters of New York State. Thank you for 

having this hearing on the 2011-2012 redistricting process 

and for inviting us to speak. The League is not a newcomer 

to this subject, having first proposed guidelines for redistrict-

ing in 1966. 

We believe that in addition to improving goals and criteria 

for the redistricting process, this is an opportunity to funda-

mentally change elections in New York State by removing 

the process from partisan influences. The most important 

point we wish to make today is that the drawing of district 

lines for legislative and Congressional district lines should 

not be done by legislators. The current process allows 

elected officials to choose their voters before the voters have 

a chance to choose them. It is in the self-interest of legisla-

tors and legislative leaders to preserve both the careers of 

individual legislators and the dominance of their political 

party. The resulting partisan gerrymandering has signifi-

cantly reduced the rights of New Yorkers to be fairly repre-

sented and resulted in one of the highest rates of incumbents 

being reelected in the country. 

We believe that an independent commission to draw the 

lines for legislative and Congressional districts can operate 

under existing state constitutional requirements. The mem-

bers of the commission should be fairly chosen, nonparti-

san, and reflect the diversity of the state. The lines should 

be drawn in a manner that does not favor any incumbent 

or political party, and under guidelines that provide for 

fair and effective representation of racial and language 

minorities. The process should be transparent and open to 

public input. Finally, there should be an effective mecha-

nism for legislative approval of the commission’s plans. 

We believe that Senator Valesky’s bill S.1614B accom-

plishes all these things and strongly support its passage as 

soon as possible to draw the lines for the next decade. 

We urge that the following criteria and guidelines for re-

districting, which are to a large extent listed and priori-

tized in the Valesky bill, be adopted. Districts should be 

of contiguous territory with the smallest perimeter possi-

ble. Areas divided by water should not be included in the 

same district except if connected by bridge or tunnel. Dis-

tricts should be drawn to protect the voting rights of ra-

cial and language minorities. 1 Districts should not be 

drawn to favor or disfavor any candidate or political 

party. 

Subject to the above guidelines, state legislative districts 

should be drawn with no more than a 1 percent deviation 

from the mean population of districts within that house. 

Counties and county subdivisions should not be divided, 

except when necessary to comply with the requirements 

described above, and in that case, more populous counties 

or subdivisions should be divided before those with 

smaller populations. Villages should not be divided. 

Again subject to the first set of guidelines, districts 

should be as compact as possible and legislative districts 

should be drawn to keep communities of interest to-

gether. 

Open source software designed by social scientists and 

computer programmers has been developed recently to 

make the process more transparent.2 We believe that the 

process should be transparent in all respects both through 

multiple public hearings throughout the state and by us-

ing technology to have citizens participate at all stages of 

the process. All data on which the commission relies 

should be available to the public, both in writing and 

electronically through the Commission’s website, includ-

ing all draft and proposed final maps of districts, criteria 
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used to generate each draft and proposed final map of dis-

tricts, software used to generate each draft and final pro-

posed map of districts, and proposed plans. 

In all of its 90 plus years of history, the League has stood 

for fair and equitable representation for the people of our 

state. We believe that the overriding concern in drawing 

new districts is to provide all New York residents fair repre-

sentation in Congress and the Legislature. To do otherwise 

discourages participation in the political process and in-

creases voter cynicism. Ten years ago we went before this 

body during hearings on the last round of redistricting and 

lamented the fact that New York had a voter turnout of 

49%. That number of 49% ten years ago looks pretty good 

compared to what the New York Times recently called the 

lowest turnout in the nation for the 2010 mid-term elections. 

The League believes it imperative that an independent re-

districting process be adopted so that people, not parties, are 

protected. We hope that this series of public hearings is in 

fact the beginning of a fair, transparent and objective redis-

tricting process. 

1 Under the Voting Rights Act, states must draw district 

lines in a way that gives minority voters the same opportu-

nities as other voters “to participate in the political process 

and elect representatives of their choice.” District lines in 

some New York counties, Brooklyn, Bronx and Manhattan 

must be drawn in a manner which does not leave minority 

voters worse off than current lines. We recognize that com-

plying with these federal requirements may in some in-

stances result in legislative districts that are not as 

“compact” as otherwise possible. 

2 See http://news.gmu.edu/articles/4605 for a description of 

the project and http://www.publicmapping.org/ for the pro-

ject’s website. 

Voter Service Report             

Members of our committee, Doris Lawton, Sue Ruff, Karl 

Wokan and I, participated in the Naturalization Ceremony 

at the Binghamton Court House.  We were invited to say 

a few words, and Doris briefly congratulated the new citi-

zens and reminded them that voting is both their right and 

their responsibility as citizens.  At this point in the presen-

tation I stood up with our yard sign that says, “Vote, it 

counts” and displayed the sign for all to see.  This was 

Doris’ idea and many in the audience commented on how 

effective it was.  We may need a “sign displayer” again.   

Volunteers? 

Judge Molly Fitzgerald gave a terrific introduction and 

also emphasized the importance of voting.  If you have 

never witnessed this event, consider coming to a cere-

mony.   

~ Sara Wokan 

MaryBelle Mitten would like to share this website 

with any student and/or teacher you may know, 

http.www.civics.org.   Check out the games! 

North Carolina Civic  

Education Consortium 

Broome County Legislature  

Reapportionment Plan  

The League of Women Voters of Broome and Tioga 

County has been asked for a volunteer from our organiza-

tion to be a voting member on the Broome County Reap-

portionment ( Redistricting) Committee. Legislators are 

finalizing the plans and will meet as soon as the Census 

numbers are available. Mary Johnson has volunteered to 

act as our representative, and I believe she will be the first 

ever from our League to serve in this position. We com-

mend the Legislators' efforts towards forming a more in-

dependent Reapportionment Commission and wish them 

success in developing fair voting districts in Broome 

County.  

~ Clare Simeone, President LWVBTC 

New Member News 

Please welcome our new member 

Ann Woodward of Port Crane. She is 

currently a student at BU. 

~ Eva Anderson 
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Save these dates:   

March 22- "What's Happening in Albany?" presented by Blair Horner of New York Public Interest Research 

Group (NYPIRG). 

April 26- Health Care Panel Discussion- Rebecca Elgie from the Ithaca League, Mary Clark from Citizen Action, 

and Lenore Boris, Administrator at the Dr. Garabed A. Fattal Community Free Clinic on Front Street will be the 

panelists.  There will be an overview of health care in the United States, discussion of current regulations, and dis-

cussion about how the present situation affects those without resources.  Following the discussion, there will be a 

Question and Answer time.  The April Health Care panel meeting will begin with coffee at 7:00 pm and the pro-

gram will begin at 7:20. 

May l0- Annual meeting.  Our one meeting of the year where we take care of League business, socialize, have a 

good dinner and are entertained.  Menus in next newsletter. 

~ Raney Colvill 

League Health Care Position 

Many of you many have wondered about the League's position on health care.  The League's positions briefly are: 

Support of measures to assure a basic level of quality physical and mental health care for all state residents, including 

regulatory incentives to encourage development of cost-effective alternative methods of delivery, funding for health pro-

motion and disease prevention programs and provisions for effective citizen participation in health policy decisions. 

Support of measures that enable individuals to assume responsibility for their personal health and to participate in deci-

sions, including termination of extraordinary life-extending procedures. 

Support for uniform eligibility and coverage of basic health care costs through public financing.  The League supports 

the single payer concept as an acceptable approach to implementing League positions on equitable access and cost con-

tainment.   (from material provided by Rebecca Elgie) 

~ Raney Colvill 

LWVNYS Convention - SILENT AUCTION.  

The state League is asking each local League to put together a basket to be auctioned off at the end of 

the convention. All the money will support the State League. The State League provides us with litera-

ture and guidance throughout the year. This is our way to say thank you.  

Our basket will represent items made or found in the GREATER BINGHAMTON AREA. We are ask-

ing for donations of locally made spiedie sauce, jelly, honey, maple syrup, Black Bear wine, wine glasses or other items 

you can think of. Please let a board member know about your donation and arrange to get it to her or him. Someone on 

the board will arrange the basket. The sooner we get the articles the better, so we can have it ready to take up to the Con-

vention in May.  

THANK YOU !  

~ Clare Simeone 
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The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan, grass-

roots political organization, encourages the informed 

and active participation of citizens in government 

and influences public policy through education and 

advocacy. 

Men and women of voting age  

are welcome to join. 

Be Part of the Action – Join Today! 

 

 

Membership Application 

___Individual membership $50/yr. 

___Household membership $75/yr. (2 people) 

___Student membership $20/yr. 

___Send me information about the League. 

Name__________________________________ 

Address________________________________ 

City__________________State___Zip________ 

Phone____________________ 

Email_____________________ 

Make checks payable to LWVBTC and mail with 

this coupon to LWVBTC, PO Box 944, Vestal, NY 

13851-0944. 

___I would like to support the League with a tax-

deductible contribution to the LWVNYS Education 

Foundation  $________ 

Make checks payable to “LWVNYS Education 

Foundation” and mail with this coupon to 

LWVBTC, PO Box 944, Vestal, NY 13851-0944. 

State  NewsState  NewsState  NewsState  News  

The League of Women Voters of New York State                                                                                         

Membership Recruitment Initiative 

Are you concerned about declining League member-

ship?  Do you find yourselves recycling board members 

due to a dearth of new leadership? Does it sometimes 

seem like you are preaching to the choir?  If you an-

swered “yes” to any of these questions, then the Mem-

bership Recruitment Initiative (MRI) is for you!  The 

MRI is an exciting program developed by the LWVUS 

to increase League membership, leadership, and visibil-

ity. See State Board Report on website for more details. 

Lobby Corps 

The League of Women Voters of NYS is developing a 

Lobby Corps, similar to that of LWVUS. The purpose is 

to train a group of volunteers who will then communi-

cate the League’s position on proposed legislation in 

person directly to the members of the state Senate and 

Assembly. The volunteer lobbyists will receive back-

ground information, talking points and individual as-

signments of legislators. Come make a difference – and 

try something new in the League! Contact the state of-

fice if you are interested. 

Observer Corps  

Review of local government action has long been a strength 

of the League.  By serving as a local watchdog, the League 

informs the public, attracts new members, and generally bur-

nishes its reputation as a nonpartisan good government 

group.   The LWV Hamptons has recently reinstituted its 

Observer Corps. If you’re interested in joining or forming an 

Observer Corps in your area, contact your local League Presi-

dent.  

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF NYS 

62 Grand Street, Albany, NY 12207-1403 

(518) 465-4162; Fax (518) 465-0812 

Web Address: www.lwvny.org 

E-mail: lwvny@lwvny.org 
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Calendar 
March 21 Status of Women Council, Program for 

Women’s History Month. 

March 22 Program Meeting  “What’s Happening in 

Albany” 

April 26 Program Meeting  “Health Care Panel 

Discussion” 

May 10 Annual Meeting 

  

  

  

  

WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH  

A program sponsored by the Status of Women Council  

"Eleanor Roosevelt in the 1950's and 1960's"  

Monday, March 21st, at 6:00 p.m.  

Social Room at 5 Riverside Drive, Binghamton  

ALL ARE INVITED! 


