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Fran Garside Award Winner, Rachel Cornick (second left )stands next to Fran Garside's daugh-

ter (left first) and Carol Carpenter, LWV Fran Garside Award Committee Chair.   Front row: 

Eva Anderson and Ruth Levy. 

(left) Brenda Cave-James, Guest Speaker, The Underground Rail Road in the Southern Tier at 

the 2009 Annual Meeting 
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President’s Message 
Sara and Karl Wokan, Joanne Gee, and Clare Simeone 

attended the Convention  as delegates representing 

Broome and Tioga Counties; Anne Taft served as a 

delegate for Oneonta.  We enjoyed the hotel, the food, 

a one woman show and the humor of Jay Gallagher. 

The PMP was not raised but the State Board is seeking 

other ways to finance its budget. The Silent Auction 

and Raffle brought in $5,000. 

The 3 changes in the NYS League’s by-laws were all in 

grammar and not in content. 

We now have a regional director to help answer our 

questions or calls for help.  Instead of calling Stephanie 

we call JoAnn Ross at 716-631-9351 or email 

jross18@roadrunner.com. 

The delegates voted to adapt the study of Local Gov-

ernment Consolidation and decided that two years were 

necessary because they believe that more time will be 

needed to explore all the aspects of this complex issue 

as it relates to the needs of Broome and Tioga Coun-

ties.  Time is needed to also formulate clear and spe-

cific questions and the opportunity to discuss them. 

We heard John Clarkson, Executive Director of the 

Commission of Local Government and Competiveness, 

also known as the Lundine commission, speak on local 

government consolidation, modernization and shared 

services.  Most of his Power Point presentation featured 

topics were covered in the presentation made by mem-

bers of our local state comptrollers office in 2006 along 

with some new topics. We did not get copies of the 

Lundine Report but a copy may be obtained from the 

State Comptrollers website – osc.state.ny.us. 

All five of us attended a caucus on Local Government 

Consolidation Proposal, presented by Mr. Vito Scis-

cioli, Executive Director of Syracuse 20/20.  His dy-

namic presentation covered issues very similar to what 

we have in Broome County. He shared his website ad-

dress www.Syracuse.20/20.org; email Syracuse 

20/20@yahoo.com; phone 315-423-7832. He showed a 

great deal of knowledge and personal experience on the 

topic and checking this website will be well worth the 

time for anyone doing the study. 

An action motion was made on a position that LWVUS and 

LWVNYS already support, but the wording of the HealthCare 

Reform position was changed when the words “single payer” 

was dropped from the Legislative Priorities Brochure of both 

Leagues.  The action motion requested that the term "single 

payer" be kept in our position statement in both the National 

and State Positions levels.  After the motion was read, and 

after some deliberation between Barbara Bartolletti and Betsey 

Swan, the motion was voted on and approved. 

Clare Simeone, President 

NPV  National Results  
Two criteria were established for a successful consensus 

study. The requirement for participation by 1/3 of local 

Leagues was met with participation by 390 of 766 Leagues 

(51% of local Leagues). While the second criterion, requiring 

2/3 of participating Leagues to achieve consensus on the use 

of the National Popular Vote (NPV) Compact, was not 

achieved, the consensus elicited very strong support for the 

NPV Compact (about 50% of responding Leagues in favor). 

However the remaining 50% were split almost equally be-

tween not favoring the NPV Compact or not being able to 

reach consensus. Comments from many Leagues reflected: (1) 

concerns about bias in the questions (about half the Leagues 

complained about the questions or bias, primarily bias against 

the NPV Compact), (2) the misunderstanding that a choice 

had to be made between advocating for abolition of the elec-

toral college OR supporting the NPV Compact, and (3) state-

ments which seemed to contradict a given League's responses 

to the questions.  

Based on an analysis of the responses to the questions and the 

comments offered, the NPV Compact Committee and Pro-

gram Planning Committee recommend that the LWVUS con-

tinue to examine opportunities to achieve the goal of direct 

election of the president in addition to the unlikely opportu-

nity of abolishing the Electoral College by constitutional 

amendment. Options could include examination of other plans 

similar to the NPV Compact, proposing a concurrence at Con-

vention 2010 on the NPV Compact, or continued examination 

of the NPV Compact itself. The committees also discussed an 

option for an extension to the study to take a direct online sur-
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Member News 
A sincere welcome to the following new members who 

joined the LWV of Broome and Tioga Counties this year:  

Karen Bromley, Vestal  

Glenna Wickline, Candor  

Mary Carter, Endicott  

Claire Horn, Endwell  

Barry Klipsch, Vestal  

Evalyn Howell, Johnson City  

As a way to get acquainted with other members, we en-

courage you to join a committee that deals with a League 

issue of interest to you. This is a wonderful way to make 

new friends and takes very little of your time. We also 

hope that you attend our meetings - another good way to 

become acquainted with other League members. 

Eva Anderson, Membership 

vey of members who attended consensus meetings with a 

question up or down on the NPV Compact.  

In considering the experience of this "quick" study, the 

committees recommend that:  

1. If we do a "quick" study again, then we should carefully 

reconsider the process to achieve maximum member under-

standing of the issue(s).  

2.  Any consensus questions for any study be tested, before 

approval by the Board, for understandability, suitability and 

non-bias by League members who are not part of the study 

committee, the staff, or the Board.  

3.  A task force be formed to examine the study and consen-

sus process.  

In conclusion, the committees recommend a statement of 

our position based on the consensus reports from local 

Leagues: "The LWVUS affirms its support for the direct 

election of the president and abolition of the Electoral Col-

lege, but the LWVUS has no position on the National Popu-

lar Vote Compact as currently proposed." 

The National Board amended the recommendation as fol-

lows:  "The LWVUS affirms its support of the direct elec-

tion of the president and abolition of the Electoral College, 

but the LWVUS has no position on the National Popular 

Vote Compact as studied in 2008-2009." 

From the LWVUS Website and the President’s Message of 

May 21.   

Jane Park 

Voter Registration/ 

Membership Report 
A special thank you to Doris Lawton for spending the day 

reviewing the material available for use with Voter Regis-

tration and  League Membership recruitment.   She also 

cleared the files and helped me to organize the information.  

We assembled appropriate materials for our Juneteenth 

Booth.   

Thank you to Richard Paden for volunteering to be our 

League contact for this event.  The event celebrates diver-

sity and community unity. It is an annual festival, held on 

June 12 and 13, and commemorates the end of slavery.  

Natural Resources Committee 
The Natural Resources acommittee of the League of 

Women Voters of Broome and Tioga Counties has been 

inactive for a few years. Considering what is going on in 

our community and the world in the environmental area, it 

seems a good time to reactivate the committee. If you 

would be interested in serving, please contact: Mary John-

son  

607.797.3225 or mjohnson23@stny.rr.com 

Dick has attended several planning meetings and lined up 

coverage for the event.  The League’s outreach  and inclu-

sion was very positive and well received at the event.    

I have made preliminary contact with Sam’s Club hoping 

to work a Saturday in August to register voters. 

I attended the NYS LWV convention in Syracuse in May 

and have several ideas.  Several programs are available 

and many are ready to be presented with very little 

“tweaking”.  One is “Take me to Vote” a program target-

ing 5th graders (and their parents) to encourage the parents 

to register and take the child into the voting booth with 

them to watch them vote.  We’re looking for committee 

volunteers.  Interest??  Please call 785-6703.   

Sara Wokan 
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Identification Statement 

The Broome-Tioga Voter is published 9 times a year (January, 

February, March, April, May, July/August, September, October, 

and November/December) by the League of Women Voters of 

Broome & Tioga Counties, 38 Oakridge Drive, Binghamton, NY 

13903. 
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left to right Elsie Wager, LWV member and past LWVNYS  President;Clare Simeone, newly elected president; 

Anne Taft, outgoing co-president and past president  

MORE ANNUAL MEETING MEMORIES…. 
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