| North Country Legislative Representatives |

Elizabeth O’C Little (45th Senatorial District) Albany Office: Room 903, Legislative Office Bldg,
Albany, NY 12247; 455-2811; Fax 426-6873. Plattsburgh Office: 305 West Bay Plaza, Plattburgh,
NY 12901; 561-2430 email: little@senate.state.ny.us

Janet Duprey (114th Assembly District) Albany Office: LOB 937, Albany, NY 12248; 455-5943.
District Office: 176 U.S. Oval, Suite 1000, Plattsburgh, NY 12901; 562-1986
email: dupreyj@assembly.state.ny.us

Teresa Sayward (113th Assembly District) Phone 455-5565; Fax 455-5710
email: saywart@assembly.state.ny.us

Sen. Hilliary Rodham Clinton Governor Eliot Spitzer
W Room 476 Russell Senate Office Building Executive Chambers
A Washington, DC 20510-3201 State Capitol
S | Tel: 202-224-4451 Fax: 202-228-0282 Albany, NY 12224
H | Email: senator@clinton.senate.gov 518-474-8390  http://161.11.121.121./govemail
I | Web: http://clinton.senate.gov/email_form.html
N | Sen. Charles Schumer Rep. John McHugh (23rd Congressional District)
G | 313 Hart Office Bldg., Room 2333, Rayburn House Building,
T | Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515-3223 (Plattsburgh 563-1406)
o Tel: 202-224-6542 Fax: 202-228-3027 Tel: 202-225-4611 Fax: 202-226-0621
N Email: senator@schumer.senate.gov Email form: www.mchugh.house.gov/zipauth.htm
Web: http://www.senate.gov/~schumer Web: www.house.gov/mchugh/

Does the Current State of Politics Get You Angry?
Don’t Just Explode!
Join the League of Women Voters
and Do Something About It!!

AV

Join an organization that makes an impact in the community, the state and the nation.
Nonpartisan: We do not support candidates, elected officials or political parties.

Membership Information: call Myra Decker 643-2742 or send:

Name

Address

Telephone No. (home) (work) Email:
Membership Dues: $45.00 Individual

(Check desired level) $65.00 Family

Make check out to: Plattsburgh Area League of Women Voters
Mail to: Myra Decker, 7 Woodland Hills, Morrisonville, NY 12962
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S?ec‘“"\ | OFFER TO THE PUBLIC|

If you wish to be put on the League’s mailing list and receive the League Newsletter, “The
Informer”, to keep in touch about the League’s activities, please submit $5.00 to cover cost
of postage and printing for 10 issues. Make check payable to League of Women Voters,
Plattsburgh Area and send it to Myra Decker, Treasurer, 7 Woodland Hill, Morrisonville,
NY 12962.
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\@' Board positions for 2007-8: Betsy Metz is “retiring” as President. LWV cel i/
Myra Decker has volunteered to serve as President. We have c‘? e @
. . . . brated its
Invigorating, | openings for the offices of co-President, Treasurer, and general )
. . .. . 87th birthday
Stimulating, | board. Please contact nominating committee Cesca Hartnett or Feb 14th
Fun > Betsy Metz 561-6106 if you are interested. on tebruary :

| California to Decrease Urban Tumbleweed |

Urban tumbleweed. Bag hawks. Shoppers’ kites. Whatever you call them, plastic grocery bags
are discarded by the billions each year in the United States and end up floating in waterways, dangling
from trees and crowding landfills. California state assemblyman Lloyd Levine introduced a bill —re-
cently signed into law —that requires supermarkets and large stores to implement an in-store plastic bag
“take-back” and recycling program. In June 2007 California stores will only be permitted to distribute
plastic bags imprinted with instructions to return them to participating stores. The stores then will send
them off to recycling centers. Plastic bags can be used to make new bags as well as traffic cones and
patio furniture, according to reusablebags.com. Stores also will be required to fund campaigns educating
consumers about how to recycle bags (i.e., via store, not curbside, programs) and to offer sturdy reusable
bags for sale.

Levine discovered that Californians use 19 billion bags a year, creating 147,038 tons of trash
and killing thousands of marine animals who ingest the bags or become entangled in them. Global pro-
duction of these bags is estimated at about 1 trillion annually, consuming 12 million barrels of oil.

As for that perennial check-out question, “Paper or plastic?”, according to reusablebags.com
the pros and cons are roughly equal. Visit the website to learn about recent legislation (or to shop for
products that help cut bag consumption). —Marialisa Calta Eating Well Magazine Jan/Feb 2007

PLEASE | CHEERS for the League of Women Voters |

@Ec YeLE!

" To area grocers P&C, Grand Union in Peru, Hannaford, Price Chopper and Wal-Mart
v < for undertaking recycling of their plastic bags. Hannaford had been doing it for years,
without any prodding; Price Chopper used to, stopped, and restarted after being asked. The asking came
from the local chapter of the League of Women Voters, which has been promoting the value of the
effort. How much better it is to recycle and reuse these bags than to toss them into the landfill to take
up space for eons. And, while we’re at it, CHEERS also to Myra Decker, who was the head asker on
behalf of the League, who wouldn’t take no for an answer. (Press Republican Jan. 22, 2007)

~

REMEMBER: Donations to the local League of Women Voters are tax deductible if the checks
are made out to the LWV Educational Fund.
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Hi Everyone, | Greetings from FloridaJ

Karen Hawes, Director of the Lee County Department of Human Services, spoke about the various programs

that the County provides at the Lee County League membership meeting. She said that she has worked in gov-
ernment for 22 years and loves it. Every day is a challenge. What frustrates her is someone who complains and then
she finds out that that individual didn’t vote.

She began by describing the budget and stating that 83% of the budget are mandated expenditures that she
can’t control. Social services are provided through effective grant management through partnerships with community
based agencies and compliance with the regulations of Federal (HUD, Homeless Continuum of Care, for ex.), State
(Dept. of Children and Families (DCF)), Dept. of Motor Vehicles (Choose Life license plates-fees used for material
needs of pregnant women who choose adoption and program advertising expenses) and local funding sources. She then
described the various programs.

Family Self-Sufficiency delivers programs to assist households to achieve or maintain self-sufficiency and
housing. Services focus on stabilizing or helping low income people increase their economic independence. While
most households in crisis come for financial assistance, they may receive intensive case management and referrals to
other partner agencies for services. The families have to show that they can manage after one month. 44% of the popu-
lation are uninsured.

ESS Emergency Services Programs assist households that are facing a temporary financial crisis due to an
unforeseen loss of income or an unexpected expense that doesn’t allow the household budget to meet their housing or
utility needs. One month of assistance can be provided for mortgage, rent and utility expenses.

The Department’s homeless programs provide comprehensive services and financial assistance that focus on
stabilizing homeless families and individuals into permanent housing. In 2006 there were 2200 homeless individuals.

Housing Opportunities for Person with AIDS (HOPWA) is a federally funded housing program that contracts
with the Lee County Dept. of Human Services to assist persons with AIDS or are HIV positive, who are experiencing
a financial crisis due to their medical condition. The goal is to retain stable housing so they can continue to be more
active in the community, maintain a medication schedule and be self-sufficient. Florida is in the top 8 states with the
number of AIDS individuals.

The Neighborhood Building Program prepares planning documents, grant proposals, and reports necessary to
secure and maintin funding for a variety of public service and infrastructure projects. Special emphasis has been given
to address homelessness, at risk youth, and communities that are special risk due to poverty, crime, and substandard
living conditions. This has resulted in a decrease in crime in the neighborhoods.

There is also a Geographic Information Systems (GIS) that identifies where services are needed (e.g. maps
juvenile offender resident locations and other demographics, disaster assessment data mapping tool)

Neighborhood Accountability Board’s aim is to repair harm brought on by crime by incorporating Restor-
ative Justice principles. Youth referred have been charged with non-violent offenses or other misdemeanors under the
age of 18, who typically do not have any previous charges. Their participation is strictly voluntary. Repair examples:
community service, letters of apology, monetary reimbursement, curfew, enroll in an after-school program. 147 youth
completed the program, approx. 866 hours of community service were given back to the community, and only 4 youth
re-offended.

The Human Services Council completed a Lee County Strategic Plan in 2005 that provides recommendations
for Health, Children’s Services, Alcohol and Substance Abuse, Homeless, Juvenile Justice, and Senior Services.

The Housing Services Program utilizes Federal and State funds to assist income eligible residents to become
homeowners. (down payment assistance; rehabilitate houses, hurricane repairs or replacements and demolish unsafe
structures were activities in 2006).

As you can see, a lot of services are available for Lee County residents.

The League’s book club met and had a lively discussion on “The Myths of Free Trade” by Sherrod Brown. In
essence, the Free Trade promises of increasing the economic and social level of developing countries have not been ful-
filled. The next book is “State of Denial” by Bob Woodward that describes the behind the scenes after the Iraq Invasion.
If only we had hindsight as foresight.

Keep warm. 10
Stasia






