| North Country Legislative Representatives |

Elizabeth O’C Little (45th Senatorial District) Albany Office: Room 903, Legislative Office Bldg,
Albany, NY 12247; 455-2811; Fax 426-6873. Plattsburgh Office: 305 West Bay Plaza, Plattburgh,
NY 12901; 561-2430 email: little@senate.state.ny.us

Janet Duprey (114th Assembly District) Albany Office: LOB 937, Albany, NY 12248; 455-5943.
District Office: 176 U.S. Oval, Suite 1000, Plattsburgh, NY 12901; 562-1986
email: dupreyj@assembly.state.ny.us

Teresa Sayward (113th Assembly District) Phone 455-5565; Fax 455-5710
email: saywart@assembly.state.ny.us

Sen. Hilliary Rodham Clinton Governor Eliot Spitzer
W Room 476 Russell Senate Office Building Executive Chambers
A Washington, DC 20510-3201 State Capitol
S | Tel: 202-224-4451 Fax: 202-228-0282 Albany, NY 12224

mail: senator@clinton.senate.gov -4 /4- ttp: NN . ./govemal

H | Email @cli g 518-474-8390  http://161.11.121.121./g il
I | Web: http://clinton.senate.gov/email_form.html
N | Sen. Charles Schumer Rep. John McHugh (23rd Congressional District)
G | 313 Hart Office Bldg., Room 2333, Rayburn House Building,
T | Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515-3223 (Plattsburgh 563-1406)
o Tel: 202-224-6542 Fax: 202-228-3027 Tel: 202-225-4611 Fax: 202-226-0621
N Email: senator@schumer.senate.gov Email form: www.mchugh.house.gov/zipauth.htm

Web: http://www.senate.gov/~schumer Web: www.house.gov/mchugh/

Does the Current State of Politics Get You Angry?
Don’t Just Explode!
Join the League of Women Voters
and Do Something About It!!

AV

Join an organization that makes an impact in the community, the state and the nation.
Nonpartisan: We do not support candidates, elected officials or political parties.

Membership Information: call Myra Decker 643-2742 or send:

Name

Address

Telephone No. (home) (work) Email:
Membership Dues: $45.00 Individual

(Check desired level) $65.00 Family

Make check out to: Plattsburgh Area League of Women Voters
Mail to: Myra Decker, 7 Woodland Hills, Morrisonville, NY 12962
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Visit Plattsburgh LWV Web Site at www.plattsburgh.ny.lwvnet.org



S?ec‘“"\ | OFFER TO THE PUBLIC|

If you wish to be put on the League’s mailing list and receive the League Newsletter, “The
Informer”, to keep in touch about the League’s activities, please submit $5.00 to cover cost
of postage and printing for 10 issues. Make check payable to League of Women Voters,
Plattsburgh Area and send it to Myra Decker, Treasurer, 7 Woodland Hill, Morrisonville,
NY 12962.

Plattsburgh Area League of Women Voters Annual Meeting

Ground Round Restaurant

April 26, 2007

W%&é? 5:30 p.m. Social Hour
Al

6:00 p.m. Dinner
7:00 p.m. Guest Speaker
Business Meeting*

Speaker: Janet Duprey, 114th Assembly District

Topic: “First Year Perspective on Albany”

Will Order from the Full Menu  Guests are Welcome
R.S.V.P. to Myra Decker 643-2742 or Betsy Metz 561-6106 by April 24th

*Slate will be printed and mailed with the budget

. ‘ |Hearts for LWVNY | ’ '

The Stakes Are High. The Big League Raffle is back as part of Convention 2007, Reaching Out/
Reaching In. It is an opportunity to raise some funds for the state and local Leagues and for an indi-
vidual to win some cash. This raffle is a partnership with local Leagues that provides all of the benefits
to local Leagues of holding a raffle without the headaches. This is a win-win opportunity. Last year’s
raffle netted over $17,000 with over $6,487 given out in prizes, $3,045 rebated to local Leagues, and an
additional $324 awarded to the League that sold the first prize ticket. Tickets are being printed and will
be sent to local Leagues on April 1, 2007. Tickets and money must be returned to the state League by
close of business, May 14, 2007

REMEMBER: Donations to the local League of Women Voters are tax deductible if the checks

are made out to the LWV Educational Fund.
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Hi Everyone, | Greetings from Florida |

The environment is on everyone’s minds in Lee County and the State of Florida. Red tide,

algae, high levels of Phosphorus in the water, a potential cold burning incinerator are all concerns.

The speakers at the March League meeting representing PURRE (People United to Restore our

Rivers and Estuaries), spoke to these issues. Michael J. Valiquette began the program by showing visual
examples of the scum foam and scum balls (size of tennis balls), blue green algae (one shot glass can kill

a human), and red tide (3 feet thick on some of the beaches). The mouth of the Caloosahatchee River has
high levels of red tide that is related to nutrients (fertilizers, phosphorus, nitrogen) from Lake Okeechobee.
The filtration of the water coming into the Lake is affected by the canals and the straightening the snake
like river that used to filter the water. The St. Lucie River on the east side of the Lake is toxic. During
times of high water in Lake Okeechobee, water is released onto the farm lands north of the lake and into the
Caloosahatchee River.

The number one problem is water quantity. Other issues are water quality, pulse release damage
(estuaries can’t handle the load that is put on it and the sea grass is affected); minimum/maximum flow
levels (500-2800 cu ft.); “shared adversity” (distribute water with more equality).

Fifty percent of the problems are from golf courses, yard fertilizers, tarmac (drainage goes directly
into catch basins which then flow directly into the Gulf of Mexico), septic systems, roads that are built
without filtration under them.

Some of the solutions: The sugar industry doesn’t re-cultivate the land so approximately 1/3 of
the their land is dry and can’t be used because they lack nutrients. This land could be used to store water.
They are looking at a law to eliminate fertilizers with phosphorus. Sanibel has already passed an ordinance
regarding fertilizers.

Mary Rawl, executive director of PURRE, talked about the water quality that has decreased 10-
15% per year. The water quality is the worst in the State, new organisms are being seen and the Health
Department indicated that this is an “act of God” and is unwilling to help.

The issues are: eeStorm water utility- need to ask for dedicated funding to filter marshes and treat
septics (cost add to sewer bill); eeTotal maximum daily load (TMDL) would be a “poison pill” to stop
development; eeLandscaping and yard ordinances are being looked into; eeSewage discharge - there are 8
plants. Some discharge raw sewage into the river during high water times; e*Water planning — none is done;
waiting until 100% capacity of area; eeFunding for water quality competes with funding for schools etc.
Lee County is not being proactive for funding; eeThe Caloosahatchee River is #7 on the danger list in the
U.S. for water quality.

Regional issues: eePower Park Coal Fired Plant-mercury will go into the Okeechobee water shed
and will have to be monitored; eeHeartland expressway- an east-west connector road. The concern is that
agricultural land will be converted into developments.

State issues: **Reclassify designated water levels. For example: “Splash water is ok, but not full
body splash.” Would like to see all water drinkable vs categories such as drinking, shellfish, fishing, etc.
There are very few lobbyists for conservation; eeWater Resource Density Act would give the Army Corp
of Engineers oversight of the water; *eClean Water Act is up for reauthorization; seen as a major battle for
clean water. Need to get businesses involved. Have to stop wasting fresh water. The average person uses
125 gallons/person/day water. Marco Island uses 425 gallons/person/day and is the highest in the country.

“We need to clean Lake Okeechobee first...We also need to reassess the Everglades Restoration
Project because it is flawed.” The League is having a Water Forum next month that will address these issues
in more detail.

Still sunny and warm here. Hopefully spring is somewhere under all of that snow. Keep warm,

Stasia Arcarese 10






