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Annual Pot Luck Dinner
Making the Casefor Improved Public Trangportation

Thursday, Sept. 25
5:00 pm Hors D'Oeuvres & Wine
6:00 pm Dinner
7:00 pm Speaker
S. Sophia’'s Church
440 Whitehall Road, Albany
(Whitehall runsbetween Delaware Ave. and New Scotland Rd -

churchiscloser to New Scotland end)

RSVP by Sunday, Sept. 21 to Gael Vecchio (459-9958)
Pleaseindicatewhat you are bringing (hors d'oeuvresby 5:00, main dish, salad, dessert or $10 donation) .
Also, weneed help at 4:30to set up or stay after to assist with cleanup.

Ray Mélleady, Executive Director of CDTA will bethe speaker at our September Pot Luck dinner. Mr.
Mélleady will speak on“Making the Casefor Improved Public Transportation” . Hisdiscussion will
indude:

AnOverview of CDTA

The Current State of Affairs:

Ridership, performance, and challenges

Why doestransit matter?Why should we care?

A visonfor thefutureof trangtinthe Capital Region

CDTA ridership hasgrown agpproximately 20%inthelast year, thankslargely to gasolineprices. You' ve
been reading in the Times-Union about some of the challengesin providing good service with tight
budgets, rising gasprices, and growth that isgreater than expected. Join usfor thistimely discussion,
including aQuestion & Answer session. Plan to bring your friendsand neighbors.

Check out the CDTA website at www.cdta.org and seetherelated article on page 3.

League of wWomen voters of Albany County
website:vwww.Iwvalbany.org Email: Ivwvacecrisny.org
Lori Feegan-Brady and Maggie Moehringer, Co-Presidents
Carol Webster (439-1491) and Martha Kissinger (439-6833), Membership Co-Chairs
Laura Ladd Bierman, Newsletter Editor
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@ From the Co-Presidents

Thisbulletinisjust full to bursting with thingsthat are happening! We hesitate to take up space herefor fear of
running out of room.

Our very popular Pot Luck Supper isback at St. Sophia sthisyear on September 25th. Thisisagreat opportu-
nity to bring afriend who might beinterested in becominginvolved with the League. Our topicisvery germaneto
our “Greening” study: thecommittee hasasked CDTA to familiarizeusall with what theplansaretoimprove
public transportation in and bring rapid transit to our community. Wouldn't you loveto leavethe car at home?
Pleasejoinug!

Votel8iscoming! We Il report onit morefully after thefact, but thisfast-paced, entertaining andinspiring presen-
tation for high school studentsiscoming toAlbany under the auspicesof the LWVAC and theschool district. We
hopeto expand this program to other high schoolsinthefuture.

WEe' veincluded the LWVNY SVoters Guideinthisissueto inform you about the new machinesfor accessible
voting, theissueswith the Board of Elections Statewide Voter Database that might confront you at the polls, and
when and how to get those absentee ball ot applicationsin.

Please be sureto check out the many, many opportunitiesyou haveto help out with our voter registration and
candidate events; Mary Ann Lettau could usethe help!

Seeyou at the Pot L uck!
InLeague, ——
Maggieand Lori E
New Member .
Kathleen Thompson - Loudonville
Welcome!

Calling New Members! || Have You suBMITTED YOUR
Join uson October 15th., 7pm, for coffee and MEMBER INTEREST SHEET???
discussion about the Albany County L eague of Gettinginvolvedin Leagueactivitiesiseasy. If

Women Voters. Wewill meet at the home of Martha weknow you' reinterested in atopic, wecan

Kissinger; 21 Walden Fields Drive, Delmar. makesureyou’ reinformed about activitiesand
Walden Fiddsis off Elsmere between Rte 32 opportunitiesin that area. In your September
(Delmar by-pass) and FeuraBush Road. bulletinweincluded aformfor youtomail in.
RSVP 439-6833 Pleasetake amoment and let usknow what
Hopeto meet new membersand interested peopleon your interestsare!
October 15th.

The League of Women Votersisanonpartisan citizen organization that promotestheinformed and active participation
of citizensin government, and influences public policy through education and advocacy. Any person of voting age,
male or female, may become a League member.

This newsletter is published by the L eague of Women Voters of Albany County, 12 Coventry Road, Glenmont, New
York 12077 and mailed to League members. The frequency of publication is as follows. one mid-summer issue
followed by nine monthly issuesfrom September to May.
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Green Communities- Green World

EdithAllen

TheInternational Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), sponsored by the United Nationswith expertsfrom all over
theworld, received the Nobel Peaceprize (withAl Gore). What isstrange about greenhouse gasesisthat wecan't
livewithout putting them out, and we are getting to the point wherewe can’t livewith them. 1f anyone, anywhere
intheworld, including thoselegd “ persons’ called corporations, put out greenhouse gases, the heat absorption by
theearthgoesup abit for everyone. Themost plentiful greenhousegasiscarbon dioxide.

Initsfourth report the IPCC tackled mitigation of the climateimpact of greenhouse gases. It comesdownto
reducing emissionsand that isdonelocally, for themost part. Thenext 20to 30yearsarekey to stabilizing earth’s
climate. Theexpertsstudied mitigation opportunitiesin these sectors. energy supply, transport, buildings, industry,
agriculture, forestry and waste management.  This September thisLeagueislooking into Transport locally.

Thesefour policy directionsfor transport arerecommended to mitigate climate change. They have much support-
ing evidence and high agreement among experts. First, shift from privateroad transportation torail and public
transportation systemsand non-motorized transport. Also, mandate fuel economies, requiretaxesand feeson:
vehicle purchases, licenses, fuel, use of roads, and parking, and modify land use by regulations.

Weareseeing moreof thesepalicieslocaly inthelast year. The Capital District TransportationAuthority (CDTA)
isdeeply involved and committed to devel oping waysto mitigateemissions. From 2007 to 2008 CDTA added six
hybrid diesal busses, saving 1000 tonsof carbon dioxideemissionsthisyear. Seventeen moreof thesebussesare
onorder. CDTA materia ssay that each automobile emitsabout 28 poundsof carbon dioxidefor every gallon of
fuel burned, and each busgallon putsout not much morewhen burned. CDTA a so plansto movefrom oil-based
diesdl tobiodiesd.

The CDTA mission isto enhanceregional transport by railroad, bus, marineand air. A coupleyearsago they
investigated putting inrail operationsfrom Saratoga County south. Even though there was possi bleright-of-way
for most of theroute, it wasfound to be so expensive that the necessary high fareswould discourage sufficient
ridership.

Therisngfud priceshascertainly goneinto effect inthe USA dueto market action. ThelPCC mitigation policies
mention theimportance of investment in changing transport inwaysthat will attract riders. Asusua for masstrangt,
the questionishow tofind investment money, aswell asto meet higher operating costs, without having faresso high
that ridersare discouraged.

Both New York City’sMTA and our CDTA arefacing the same problems. Therearealot moreridersthisyear
than last, morethan smply filling up available busses and subways. Investment for more bussesrequirespublic
governmental support very quickly. Meanwhile, somebusses (and, for MTA, subways) arejammed, and more
arebehind schedulethan before. Besidesraising fundsfor morevehicles, masstransit companiesmust guesswhat
isthemost efficient and cost effectivekind of new vehiclefor their needs.

Moreimmediately, operating costsface new constraints. Fuel costsarewell above budget. For CDTA afew
busses could not run becausetherewereno availabledrivers. CDTA hasred problemshiring and keeping enough
good driversto support al theroute schedules. These problems make public transportation less attractive, and
each person with abad experiencetendsto avoid futurerides.

Shifting from private motorized transportati on supports broader mitigation of globa warming, becauseit hassyn-
ergies: traffic congestionisreduced, air quality improvesand lessfuel isburned, mitigating energy security prob-
lems. Beyond the recent market action we have seen with higher fuel prices, government must beinvolved to
changeour old emitting ways. In September at the Pot Luck Dinner, CDTA'sRay Mdlleady cantell usmore about
how theseissuesare devel oping in our communities.
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Those" Other" Preadentlal Candidates:
What'sa Leagueto Do?

Therearelotsof candidatesout thererunning for president, and they’ renot al colored Blueor

Red. Inthe 2004 general election for president, New Yorkerswere presented ballotswith 8
party lines, each party withitsown candidate. That’stypical of many states. Therewerea so“ official” write-in
candidates. So where, and how, do wedraw thelinein NY Sfor who appearson the ballot?

Candidates canrunfor president asthe nominee of aparty (determined at aparty convention or by the state party
committee), or as*independents’. Candidatesmust run as*independent” if they arenot running under the auspices
of aparty that isrecognized assuchinthe NY SElection Law. That meansthat they must submit petitionswith a
defined number of valid signatures, and thisyear must do so by August 19™.

So...what'sa” party” inthisstate?To berecognized by theN'Y SElection Law asaparty, the political organization
must have polled at | east fifty thousand votesfor itscandidate for governor in the preceding gubernatorial election.
Therefore, in New York, the Independence, Conservative and Working Families partiesare recognized, in addi-
tionto thetwo mgjor parties(which aredefined inthelaw asthose partiesreceiving first and second placefor their
candidatesin the preceding gubernatorial election). The Green, Libertarian, RentisToo High, and Socialist Work-
erspartiesare not, even though they nominated candidatesfor governor in 2006.

Asof thiswriting, theNY SBoard of Elections has accepted petitionsfrom thefollowing independent candidates
for the office of President/Vice President (“independent” becausetheir partiesarenot recognizedinNY S):
*  Raph Nader/Matt Gonzalez (Populist)
CynthiaMcKinney/RosaClemente (Green)
Bob Barr/Wayne Root (Libertarian)
Roger Calero/Alyson Kennedy (Sociaist Workers)
GloriaLaRivaand her running mate Eugene Puryear (Socialismand Liberation)

* % % F

But that’snot theend of thestory. If aparty isrecognized in New York, and wishesto nominateacandidate at a
convention (or in some other way by the state committee), they can do so. So, according to the election law, not
just Republicansand Democrats, but al so the Conservative, Working Familiesand Independence parties may
nominate candidatesfor President (or, really, their el ectors) sometime beforethe September 16™ cut off date.
A quick look around theweb will reved many, many candidatesrunning for president nationwide. What isNational
L eague going to do about including candidatesin their presidential “ Voter’sGuide” and any debatesthey can
manageto bring together? National Leaguelimitsthefield thisway:
The candidate must have made a public announcement of her/hisintention to runfor President.
The candidate must qualify for the ballot in enough statesto win amajority of electora votes.
Thecandidate must meet the Presidential Election Campaign Fund Act’sminimum contribution threshold
requirementsfor qualifying for matching funds, based on the most recent data publicly availableonthe
Federal Election Commission web site as of August 8, 2008. To become eligiblefor matching funds,
candidatesmust rai seathreshold amount of $100,000 by collecting $5,000in 20 different statesinamounts
no greater than $250 from any individual .

Why do all of these candidatesrun?Why do peoplevotefor them?A part from the obvious* because they can”
answer, herearesome answersthat aretypically given:
They don’t fedl represented by the candidates offered by themajor parties.
They think they do not really have any choiceinthemajor partiesand don’t want to votefor the“lesser of
twoevils'.

(continued on pageb)
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(continuedfrompaged) \A/hat's a L eague to Do?

Voting for someonewho best representsyour interestsisthe best way of making your vote count.
Voting for minor party candidates at | east encourages more of avariety of candidateswith avariety of
viewpointsto runinthefuture.

Turnout in presidential election yearsisabout 50%. Electoral success could await those who can best
excitepolitical enthusasminthepool of nonvoters.

A strong showing by a3rd party candidate usually moderatesthe policiesof thewinner, reducestheir
impressionthat they’ ve been given a“mandate”’ . When a3rd party showswell, themgjor partiestend to
comeup withlegidation based onitsplatform.

Somefed that these candidatesareaninsurance policy against complacency inthetwo mainstream parties.
Third partiesmakeit morelikely that our country’smost vital issuesare debated from every angle—that
our leadersat least hear contrarian views.

Do they do harm by running—* split thevote’, “ steal votesaway”? Some say that exit pollsshow that most of their
votesaredrawn from peoplewho would not otherwise have voted. And after al, we havetheright to votefor the
candidate that representsour point of view. If their right to run issquashed, our rightsare squashed.

Soif you' rewondering why it takesso long for usto get our Presidential Voters Guidesout inthefall, that’syour
answer! Figuring out who isrunning, and making surethat al of the parties have had achanceto nominatea
candidate, bringsuswell into mid September.

A\ AN

National Popular Vote

The League of Women Voters of Rensselaer County is pleased to announce a program on the Compact for a
Nationa Popular Vote. Co-sponsored by the East Greenbush Community Library, the program, whichisopento
thepublic, will take place at the East Greenbush Community Library on September 20, in East Greenbush, NY,
at 10a.m. until noon. TheLWV of Rensselaer County will also be holding avoter registration at the Library on
that day, and we' verequested somedisplay spaceat thelibrary for League memorabilia. Thelibrary will dsobe
doing abook display on voting and elections, and will havearticlesand periodica son thereferencelist on National
Popular Voteavailablefor review. 1t will bean extravaganzal!

The presenterswill include Lori Dawson and othersfrom the Saratoga County L eague aswell asother volunteers
from the Rensselaer County League. TheAlbany County L eague and Schenectady County L eague have been
invitedtojoinus!  For moreinformation, gotothe Nationa Popular vote website, www.nati onal popul arvote.com,
the State League website, www.lwvny.org/npv.html. For directions to the Library, go to the
webste www.eastgreenbushlibrary.org.

Inanutshell, and directly from thewebsite,” the National Popular Vote bill would guarantee amajority of the
Electoral Collegeto the presidential candidatewho receivesthemost popular votesin al 50 statesand the Digtrict
of Columbia. Thehill would reform the Electora College so that theelectoral voteinthe Electora Collegereflects
thechoice of the nation’svotersfor President of the United States.” Four stateshave dready ratified thishill; they
are: Maryland, Hawaii, Illinoisand New Jersey. These4 states possess 50 electoral votes—19% of the 270
necessary to bring thelaw into effect.

You arewel cometo comeand participatein what promisesto bean exciting and enlightening program!
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7 L otsof things happenlng In Voter Service!
= Please lend a hand!

It'sbarely September and Leaguemembersareaready very busy registering, educating and encouraging votersto
participateinthisfal'selections.

* LWVAC has been asked to conduct voter registration drivesat an OASA S conference on Sept 14
from 9-11:30. Attendeeswill be encouraged to register aspart of their recovery process.

* Votel8, aninteractive class on voting geared to young people, ismaking an appearance at Albany
Highwiththehelp of LWVAC on Sept 15th. Vote 18isafun, fast-paced interactive game
taught at high school sduring one class period. It teaches studentsthe history of voting, makes
itrelevantintheir lives, and engagesthemintheworld of palitics. Thegoal of Vote 18isto
motivate studentsto register to vote when they turn eighteen, show them thevalue of their
vote, and motivatethem to stay politically engaged over thelong term. Check them out at
http://votel8.org. They areredlly exciting!

* Weare participating in an event at the capitol which will be attended by children’sadvocateson
Sept. 16 11-1 PM.

* OnWed., Sept 17, weare presenting aprogram on “Why Should You Vote’ to the students at
Glenmont Job Corps. We and their staff will assist them with registration and absentee ball ot
applications, since most of the studentsarefrom out of town.

* WEe' retaking part in the Sheridan Ave Block Party on September 13.

* Two forumsare being planned: the candidatesfor Sate Senateinthe Democratic Primary; and
thecandidatesfor District Attor ney. Weare partnering with several other community organ-
izationsfor these.

* Our wonderful Library Project, injust 2 libraries, hasmade voter registration and information
materiasavailabletoalmost 175 people.

* \We ve doneregistration at Night-Out in the Washington Square neighborhood and Carnival onthe
Hill inArbor Hill.

Wehaveplenty of voters guides, if you have abusy spot to put them, email Mary Ann L ettau and shelll send some
toyou. Now that vacationsar e over—please give a hand with voter serviceactivities!! Contact Mary
Ann Lettau if you can help! (mlettaul@yahoo.com).

LVWVUS: Questionsto be Asked of the Qualifying
Candidatesfor the General Election

Question 1: What, if anything, do you believethefederal government should do to control global climate
change?

Question 2: What should bedoneat thefederal leve, if anything, to combat the high cost of health care?

Question 3: What, if anything, should thefederal government do about the growing economic disparity
between the middleclassand thewell-to-do?

Question4: What, if anything, should thefederal government do to createtheworld'sbest educationa
sysemfor dl childreninAmerica?

Question 5: What should the U.S. strategy betowardsrising global powerslike Russiaand China?
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Q.6 Greening our Municipalities
= Cities Take Action to Curb Global Warming

Y LWVUS Research on What Other Cities are Doing

by Win Colwill

In 1993, the International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI) Local Governmentsfor Sustainability
launched its Citiesfor Climate Protection program, calling on local governmentsworldwideto reducetheir green-
house gas (GHG) emissionsto improveair quality and enhance urban sustainability.! Citiesarein akey positionto
affect climate change. They directly influence energy consumption through planning and zoning policies, building
energy codes, municipal purchasing policies, operation of city facilities, and waste management and power supply
decisions. To date, morethan 150 cities nationwide have utilized the CCP program to network with other cities, share
innovativeideasand learn more effective measuresto reducelocal globa warming emissions.

U.S. Mayors Climate Protection Agreement (M CPA)

Publicinterest in global warming wasboosted significantly on February 16, 2005, the day the Kyoto Protocol went
into effect in the 141 countriesthat had ratified it. That same day Seattle Mayor Greg Nicholsissued a*“Kyoto
Challenge” to mayorsnationwideto signthe U. S. Mayors Climate Protection Agreement and take action to reduce
local global warming pollution. Within 27 months, morethan 500 cities, representing morethan 65 millionAmericans,
had signed the M CPA.. Thisrapid growth, spurred by Seattle, has been aided markedly by the SierraClub’snational
“Cool CitiesCampaign” which encourages membersto promotethe M CPA locally. The Club’'sWeb site highlights
citiesthat have GHG reduction “ successstories’” and provideslinksto a“ Cool City” contact in every city that has
endorsed theAgreement.*

Cities Taking Action

Medford, MA, (pop. 55,000)3 joined the CCP programin 1999 and becamethefirst city in Massachusettsto havean
approved Climate Protection Plan. Theinstallation of solar panelson theroof of city hall, combined with upgrading
indoor fluorescent lighting with el ectronic ballasts, issaving $7000 in € ectricity costsand reducing CO2 emissionsby
130tonsannually. Thecity hasalso converted itstraffic lightsto Light Emitting Diodes (LEDS), which are 90 percent
moreefficient, and last at least seven yearslonger than conventional incandescent signal lights. Medford encourages
replacement of incandescent light bulbs with compact fluorescent bulbs by providing alink on its Web site that
enablesresidentsto consider different typesthat they can purchaseonline. Thecity isalsoraising fundsto help build
a100 kilowatt wind turbine near aschool to provide electricity and al so to educate students about clean, alternative
sources of energy.®

Burlington, VT, (pop. 39,000) a so joined the Citiesfor Climate Protection program in 1999. Thecity created an
Energy and Environment Office and adopted time-of-sale minimum standardsfor rental housing to improve energy
efficiency inrental properties. Burlington’s* Top Ten” program offersthecity’slargest €l ectric customersacustomized
menu of energy reduction optionsthat will provide“ positive cash flow” financing. The*“ 10 percent Challenge’
program promptsindividual effortsto cal culate and reduce personal globa warming emissionsby 10 percent. This
program, whichincludes an interactive Web site, has spread to 80 other Vermont cities’.

Madison, WI, (pop. 208,000) devel oped aplan in 2002 that targets emissions from waste aswell as electricity
generation. Methane gas produced in the sewage treatment facility isused to heat hot water and run the anaerobic
digester. Waste heat from the generators and blowersiis captured and used to heat buildings. Madison has also
installed generatorsat itslandfills; using methanefor eectricity production reducesthe amount of methanereleased
to the atmosphere. (Though shorter-lived than CO2, methane gas is a much more potent greenhouse gas.)8 City
outreach efforts have increased participation in the curbside recycling program to 97 percent.?
Seattle, WA, (pop. 563,000) began climate reduction effortsin 2000. Seattle City Light achieved climate-neutral
statusin 2005 by supplying GHG-free el ectricity from hydro and wind power and by purchasing “green” offsets. The
city boasts a60 percent reduction in GHG emissionsfrom its green building programs and “ Clean Green Fleet”
policies, that include downsizing the fleet and switching to alternate fuel ed or fuel-efficient vehicles. To further

reduce motor vehicleemissions, the city’s primary global warming source, Seattle has added more busroutesand
(continued on page8)
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(continued from page7)

Cities Take Action to Curb Global Warming

streetcars. It has al so adopted “ smart growth” policiesto reduce sprawl. To increaserecycling, Seattle bans certain
recyclablesin garbage, e.g., cardboard, aluminum cansand plastic bottles. X

Salt LakeCity, UT, (pop. 182,000) launched its Climate Reduction Planin 2002. Over the past five years, the city
hasreduced local GHG emissions by morethan 20,000 tons of CO2 equivalent. New and renovated public buildings
owned or operated by the city are designed to meet LEED (L eadership in Energy and Environmental Design) Silver
certification standards. Innovative programsincludefreelimited parking at downtown metersfor low emission, highly
fuel efficient carsand a“ Pedal Pass’ program, which enablesbicycleridersto receive merchandise discountsfrom
cooperating merchants. In 2006, Mayor Rocky Anderson focused mediaattention on climate change by co-hosting
with |CLEI aconvention of mayorsat Robert Redford’s Sundanceresort.

Albuquerque, NM, (pop. 449,000) completed its GHG inventory in 2005 and set reduction targetsfor each sector,
ranging from 7 percent to 40 percent below 1990 levels. Thecity’saction planincludestheinstallation of solar heating
and photovoltaic (PV) systemsat five public swimming poolsto heat the poolsand power the pumps. Wind power
aready supplies 15 percent of theelectricity in city facilities; 65 percent of city busesuse alternative fuelsand four
city fueling stations dispense Compressed Natural Gas.*2 Recent expansion of aninnovative ordinancerequires 3
percent of city bond issuesto bereserved for energy conservation and renewabl e energy projects.2

Columbia, MO, (pop. 85,000) hasasmall coal-fired generating plant that suppliesonly asmall part of thecity’s
electricity, but emitsnearly 100,000 tonsof CO2 annually. In 2004, voters approved amandatory Renewable Energy
Standard (RES) by a 78 percent margin. (Thisappearsto bethe only municipa RES nationwidelocated within astate
that has no state RES law.)** The ordinance requires the city utility to begin using renewable power sourcesin
gradually increasing amounts, from 2 percent of retail salesby 2008 to 15 percent by 2022. Contractsfor power from
awind farm and two landfills (one city-owned) will enablethecity to meet its5 percent by 2013 goal during 2008.22

Citieswithmunicipal power plantsoften usefinancial incentivesto spur energy conservation and efficiency to ow
rising peak demand and thusdel ay the need for costly, new generation. Columbia, for example, offersalow summer
electric rateto customerswho allow the utility to place on their central air conditionersaremote control switch that
can shut off the condenser for brief periodsduring summer peak demand periods. During the past severa yearsmore
than 14,000 customers have enrolled in thisload management program, reducing peak demand by 6-8 megawattsas
well asGHG emissions. Columbiaaso offerslow interest loansfor installation of approved levelsof insulation, high
efficiency heat pumpsand air conditioners.

Columbiaendorsed the M CPA in 2006 and compl eted an emissionsinventory in May 2007. Recently, cash rebates
for solar water heaters, high efficiency air conditionersand PV (photovoltaic) systemswere approved. Also, in
cooperation withthelocal housing authority, thecity utility isfunding replacement of old room air conditionerswith
more efficient models.

Boulder, CO, (pop. 95,000) votersin 2006 passed a ClimateAction Plan Tax by a60 percent margin. The monthly
charge, averaging $1.33 on household electric bills, will fund energy efficiency and renewabl e energy initiativesto
help cut the city’sCO2 emissions 7 percent below 1990 levels. Boulder claimstheir “Carbon Tax” isthenation’sonly
voter-approved energy tax.1

Santa Cruz, CA, (pop. 55,000) joined Citiesfor Climate Protection in 1998. Local renewable energy systems,
including PV panelson city buildings, supply 33 percent of energy used; renewabl e energy purchased from PG& E
provides another 12 percent. LEDsinstalled in 95 percent of the city’straffic signals save an estimated $65,000
annually. Santa Cruz paysfor bus passesfor city employeesto commuteto work. To comply with the state mandate
to reducelandfill waste 50 percent, city refuse chargesincrease with volume collected; recycling serviceisfree of
charge.

Thesecitiesare exampl es of the many communities nationwidethat are achieving significant reductions of greenhouse
gasemissionsthrough strong leadership, carefully designed local initiativesand citizen commitment.

Wn Colwill, LWWVMO, is a member of the LWWWVUS Climate Change Task Force. Donna Ewing, LWVWA, and
Pam Person, LWVME, contributed to this background paper.
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PublchccessTV for Albany: A Progress Report

- AimeeAllaud (for Committeewith Marggie Skinner and Stephen Winters)

TheAlbany County L eague has supported creation of apublic accesstel evision capacity for
City of Albany residentsfor anumber of years. Intheregion, Schenectady, Bethlehemand
Colonie have aready established this capacity with studioswhich will broadcast municipal
government meetings, publicinterest events, and permit citizensto create their own programming. Guilderland
regularly broadcaststheir government and board of education meetings.

The City’scontract with TimeWarner Cable expired in 2004 and since then has been renewed on an annual basis
while negotiations have been ongoing. The prior contract (1994-2004) did not provide atrue public access
capacity. For that reason, agroup of Albany city residentshas been advocating for accessin the current negotia-
tions. A Common Council Ad Hoc Task Force (2007) report laid out aconcept for adual public access capacity
whichwould havetwofocuses. educationa and public. The Council formaly adopted the Task Forcerecommen-
dationsin August 2007. Sincethen negotiationswhich are conducted by the City’s Corporation Counsel have
been under “wraps.” InAugust, adraft Proposal for PEG (public, education, government) access was made
public. It consstsof two components: 1) aCapital District Media Center, and 2) The School & CollegeMedia
Workshop, collaboration between theAlbany City School District and the College of St. Rose. Thisjoint effort
(provided with $110,000 of startup funds) would create afoundation academic coursefor high school and college
studentsin medialiteracy and teach students skillsin multimediaproduction. The Capital District MediaCenter
proposes collaboration between The New School of Radio and Television, HV CC, TheUniversity at Albany and
would belocated onthe Harriman Campus. The Center would be governed by an appointed advisory board. A
satellite studio would be created at the Albany Public Library. The Media Center isfunded with $200,000 for
sartup.

The proposa which the City and TimeWarner havetentatively agreed uponisstill intheinitial stagesof develop-
ment. It existsasaworking concept but needs more specificson operations, the Library component, governance,
relationship with the educationa ingtitutions, dedication to accessfor the public for production and airing of pro-
gramming, specific governmental bodiesto be broadcast, etc.

The League committee, along with CANA advocates, spoke at the public comment period beforethe August 18
Council meeting and met with Common Council membersto discussour concerns. A future meeting will be
scheduled.

Great | ssuesDiscussion
Group

TheGrest | ssuesgroupwill haveitsfirst mestingon
October 6. At that meeting and the next, on October
20, wewill discuss* Faded Mosaic” by Clausen.
Wewill aso decidewhether wewill read asecond
book intheFall.

Poll Reporting

Thereisno poll reportingfor the Primary eec-
tionin Sept, but we need lotsof help at the
November dection. Marggie Skinner will be
contacting peoplelatein September. Those
who areinterested should email Marggieat
marggies@earthlink.net. Please put "LWV
poll reporting” insubject lineor shewill re-
jecttheemail.

For information about the meeting timesand places,
contact Katie Henrikson at 439-4308, or
khenriks@nycap.rr.com




WHEN

Sept. 2, 5:45
Sept. 9

Sept. 13

Sept. 14, 9-11:30
Sept. 15

Sept. 16

Sept. 19
Sept. 20, 10am-12

Sept. 25, 5:30

Oct. 6

Oct. 7,5:45
Oct. 15, 7 pm
Oct. 18

Oct. 20

Nov. 4
Nov. 4
Nov. 17

Dec. 2
Dec. 2
Dec. 10

L eague Calendar

WHAT
Board meeting

Primary Day (no poll reporting)
Sheridan Ave Block Party VR Drive
OASAS Voter Reg Drive

Votel8

Capital Event — Voter Registration
Deadlinefor Oct. Bulletin
National Popular Vote Forum

Pot Luck Dinner

WHERE
M. Moehringer’s Home

Albany HS

MORE INFO

see page 9
See page 6
See page 6
See page 6
see page 6

email: L Bierman@nycap.rr.com

E. Greenbush Library
St. Sophia's Church Hall

Speaker Ray Malleady, Exec Dir, CDTA

Great Discussion Issues Group

Board meeting

New Member Coffee

Health Care Forum

Great Discussion Issues Group

Election Day Poll Reporting

Board Meeting

Souper Supper: International topic

Trip to the UN
Board Meeting
Holiday Luncheon

Speaker: Mike McNulty

L. Keegan-Brady's Home

M. Kissinger's Home

Location TBA
Bethlehem Public Library

NYC
Location TBA
Normanside County Club
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