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Educate Participate Advocate
Souper Supper
) Monday, Nov. 17, 5:30 pm
&((r /4 Bethlehem Public Library, Delmar

, I nternational Topic: Al
European Approaches to Sex Education: | essons L earned
Speaker: Carol P. Senger, M .Ed. & MA

University Counseling Center, University at Albany
The United States continuesto have the highest teen pregnancy rate of dl industrialized nationsaswell asan
epidemic of sexually transmitted infectionsamong youth. The presenter joined membersfrom theAdvocates
for Youth program and travel ed to the Netherlands, Germany and France along with 22 colleaguesfrom
acrossthe USto research sex education practicesand other factorsthat might account for thedifference. This
group of sexuality professionalsmet with expertsinthefieldsof health, education, media, policy andrdligion;
did sitevisitsin clinics, schools, universities, churches; and interviewed parents, youth and professionals.
Comparativeresultswill be presented and discussed, a ong with an analysisof the current push for abstinence

only programsinthe US.

Carol P. Senger isasexuality educator and sexual ity counselor at
theUniversity Counseling Center, University at Albany, SU.N.Y.
Shepossessesan M.A. inHuman Sexudity/Health Studiesfrom New
York Universty and an M.Ed. in Counsdling from PennsylvaniaState
Universty. Carol isresponsiblefor awide-rangeof health promotion
and prevention programs, withaspecidizationin sexudity education
and sexuality counsdling. Carol hasstudied cross-cultura sexuality
in Denmark, the Netherlands, France, Germany and Russa. Shehas
taught apopular undergraduate human sexuality coursesince 1984
ontheUniversity at Albany campus. Shefounded and directsa40
member peer education group, “ Project SHAPE: Sexua Hedlthand
Peer Education” which providesover 125 sexua healthworkshops
eachyear for the University at Albany community. Carol isaregular
Speaker on sexuality topicsat schools, universities, community based
agencies, and hasappeared on local radio and television shows.
Pleasecall Gael Vecchio (459-9958) to volunteer to bring soup
or sdedishes. Pleasetry toremember tolabel the contents of
your dish, and to bringyour own bowl/plateand utensils.

L eague Day at the

UN:Global Warming

Thisyear’sannua UN Day will beon
Tuesday, December 2, 2008. Thetopic
will bethelmpact of Global Warming
on Wbmen and Children Around the
World. In addition to the main
presentation, the day’s schedule will
includean optiona tour of theUN and
anoptiond buffetlunchintheDdegates
Dining Room. Besuretoregister early
—gpaceislimited and seatingisona
first come-first serve basis. Just
completetheregistration formon page
6 and send it in with a check to the
State L eague Office.

League of women voters of Albany County

websitesyvwww.Ivwvalbany.org

Email: Ivwvacecrisny.ore

Lori Feegan-Brady and Maggie moehringer, Co-Presidents
Carol webster (439-1491) and Martha Fennedy (439-4539), membership Co-Chairs
Laura Ladd Bierman, Newsletter Editor
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@ From the CD Dresidents

WHEW! Theélectionisover, and whileasthiswriting we have no ideaof theresults, we know that many, many
of you played aroleinthevast array of voter service activitieswe provided thisyear. Kudosand thanksgo to our
Voter ServiceDirector, Mary Ann Lettau, for handling it all with such aplomb and for her new and crestiveways
of serving thevotersof Albany County. Our Library Project wasagreat success, and something we can build on
inyearsto come. Many voterswereregistered, our partnership with Vote 18 received front page coverage, our
DA Forumwas ahuge success, voter guidesweredistributed, and we did oursel ves proud. Thanksto al of you!

Thanksa soto our intrepid poll reporters, especially to Marggie Skinner who directed the effort onceagain! This
isagreat way toraisefundsfor our League, andit’sfun. If you missed out on doing it thisyear, makearesolveto
try it next year. Youwon't regret it.

Speaking of funds, November isLWVAC Fund Drive Month. Asyou know, our duesgo to paying our Leagues
duesto State and National League, and nothingisleft over for local activities. Werely onyou, and you' vealways
comethrough for us! Pleasewatch your mail, seethe article elsewherein thisbulletin for what activitiesyour
contributionsfund, and thanksin advancefor your generosity.

Thismonth marksour first “ Souper Supper” of theyear. Our International Relationscommittee hasbrought usa
highly recommended speaker, Carol Stenger, whowill hel p usto understand why the US seemsto strugglewith
teen pregnancy and sexuality issues, by contrasting usto the European nationsto which she hastraveled, and
where she hasdone extensiveinvestigation on thistopic. Sheisagreat spesker and comes highly recommended!

LWVNY Shasanother tripto NY C and the UN planned for December 2. Thereservation formisincludedin
thisbulletin. Please make your reservation to Stephanieat the State Officeby Nov. 18". Thisisawonderful outing,
whether you go for the UN luncheon and seminar or just sharethe busridewith fellow Leaguersand hit thecity.
Reserve early —there's only so much space on the busand it WILL fill up! And don’t forget our December
luncheon—Dec. 10" at Normanside, with Michael McNulty (really!)

Thanksfor all you do! New Member Coffee
InLeague, Carol Webster
Maggieand L ori On Wednesday, October 15th the LWVAC hosted anew/

prospective member coffee at the home of MarthaKissinger.
New M em b ers We are pleased to report we had 12 guests in attendance.
Maggie Moehringer, co-president of the LWVAC presented an
informative overview of the organizational structure of the
League, fundamental componentsof the League, namely voter
servicesand how study issuesevolve and consensusisreached
withinthe League. A spirited discussion ensued ending with the
Welcome! enjoyment of each others company over somerefreshments.

BarbaraTraynor Slingerlands
JuliaLee Troy
Steveand Jeanette Gottlieb  Albany
TinaRaggio Delmar

The League of Women Votersisanonpartisan citizen organization that promotestheinformed and active participation
of citizensin government, and influences public policy through education and advocacy. Any person of voting age,
male or female, may become a League member.

This newsletter is published by the L eague of Women Voters of Albany County, 12 Coventry Road, Glenmont, New
York 12077 and mailed to League members. The frequency of publication is as follows. one mid-summer issue
followed by nine monthly issuesfrom September to May.
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LWVAC
Fall Fund Drive

Asyou know, we areacompletely vol-

unteer organization, and we need your
support for our annual fund drive. Did you know
that:

for every single LWVAC membership we
must pay dues of $28 to the National and
$18 to the State Leagues (Albany County
only retains $4 on which to operate);
adonation of $150 will pay the cost of print-
ing and mailing our annual membership di-
rectory;

adonation of $215will pay the cost of print-
ing and mailing onemonthly bulletin;
adonation of $200 it will pay for our bulk
mailing permit for oneyear;

adonation of $100will fund our annual pot-
luck?

In addition to funding ongoing operations, the
League has expenses associated with running its
programsfor our members and for the community.
ThisFall hasbeen unusually busy with voter regis-
tration drives, thelibrary voter registration project,
the distribution of voter guides, and candidate fo-
rums. We are drawing more young peopleinto the
electoral processthrough our co-sponsorship of the
Vote 18 program at Albany High School and apre-
sentation to students of the Glenmont Job Corps.
We participate in and help to fund Fair Campaign
Practices for the Capital Region, Inc. We continue
towork with the State L eague to monitor theinteg-
rity of the voting and voter registration processes,
as New York State computerizes its rolls and re-
placesitsold lever machines. Your contribution also
supports our local study — “Greening our Albany
County Townsand Cities: Encouraging Responsible
Use of Natural Resources by our Municipalities.”
League membersareinterviewing local governmen-
tal unitsto determine their energy usage practices,
with the goal of issuing areport on how local gov-
ernmental units might decrease their carbon foot-
prints in a cost-effective manner. In addition, we
will be participating in anational study of thecom-
pact for anational popular vote.

You can see that we need your donations to keep
our League operating and to maintain our diverse
program. Please consider making an additional con-
tribution to your LWVAC!

Health Care Forum

Close t0100 members from the Capital Region local Leagues
were the lucky recipients of a considerable amount of health
care wisdom at our forum at the Rockefeller Institute. En-
titled “When You Pull the Lever, What Will Happen to your
Health Care?’ and moderated by Channel 10's Elisa Streeter,
the forum brought together experts representing a McCain
program view, an Obama-esgue view, a view from the pro-
vider side, and our very own Courtney Burke, a nationally
recognized health policy expert. Theforum wasrecorded and
will be available via YouTube, and will be available on the
LWVNYS web site. The forum was our October monthly
meeting and part of National League’s emphasis program on
health care policy. Donna Mahoney, LWVNY S's off-board
speciaist for Health Care, was responsible for bringing to-
gether the forum with the help of a committee from the local
Leagues. Our thanks go to Marian Schwager and Courtney
Burke for their contributions to this effort on behalf of
LWVAC.

Someinteresting pointsfrom Courtney’s presentation:

- The candidates focus mostly on coverage, but there
are many other important issues.
There are major differences in the candidate’s ap-
proachesto coverage, but several similaritiesin their
approaches to quality and cost.
States will still play alarge role in care capacity, the
administration of programs, coveragefor low-income
recipients, and regulation; experiments at the state
level arelikely to continue.
Cost, quality, and capacity remain very important is-
sues, but receive less attention. This is where more
reforms may occur after the election (because there
iS more consensus).
All these issues must be addressed to make the sys-
tem better and sustainable.

Theroleof Statesis somewhat overlooked in our focuson the
presidential election, but the role of the Statesis very impor-
tant. Accordlng to Courtney:
States will still largely regulate insurance and ben-
efits, provide additional subsidies, administer programs
for low-income people, and engage in new reforms.
The Obama plan is largely based on the Massachu-
setts plan, and also supportive of state experiments.
McCain would encourage more state experimenta-
tion.
New York isinthe process of initial reform (the Part-
nership for Coverage) and modeling different cover-
ageoptions.

(continued on page 4)
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Observer Corps Reports (continued from page 3)
Ann Brandon Hea]th Ca.reForum
L eague member observations of Town and County Government Meetings: | From the Partnership for Coverage
Albany County Legislature Web Site (http://

L oretta Simon attended the Albany County L egislature on October 14. Sev-
eral people spoke during the public comment, urging legislatorsto fund con-
tinued testing of former employees and neighbors of NL Industries for ra-
diation contamination. The U.S. Dept. of Energy was given thejob of clean-
ing up the site from depleted uranium dust. But concerns continue. A reso-
lution wasintroduced by L egislator Douglas Bullock to hold a public hear-
ing; the resolution was sent to the Health Committee.

The legislature also passed aresolution to establish an Albany County Re-
newable Energy Power Authority. This would have to be approved by the
state Legidature. The next meeting is Monday, November 10, at 6:30 pm

Bethlehem Town Board

Raoberta Fox, Alice Schrade, and Ann Brandon attended this meeting on
October 22nd. The hall was packed because they were honoring Parker
Mathusa, longtime planning board member and leader of the Quadricentennial
Henry Hudson Committee. They presented a bench with a plaque that will
be placed at the Henry Hudson Park. After this ceremony was over, the
room thinned out!

There were two public hearings:

1) Local Law amending the town code to add fire lanesto all town plazas.
This was passed.

2) Proposed town budget for fiscal year 2009. Supervisor Cunningham gave
a presentation on revenues and expenses. Property tax bringsin 27% of the
town budget of $38 million.

Helisted several initiativesthey hopeto begin: tojointhe county in ahealth
consortium study, start a study of consolidating all 911 call centersin the
county, development of property next to the Job Corps that the town owns,
developing afive year capital plan.

Several people commented on the budget, mostly saying they can't afford
higher taxesin thiseconomy. The budget will be passed at the next meeting
on November 12th, 6:00 pm

Guilderland Town Board

Thayer Heath attended the Oct. 21st meeting and found it fascinating. The
board first issued a proclamation making October Pancreatic Cancer Month.
Then there was a public hearing regarding changes in sewer assessment
roles. Next they passed a resolution entering into an agreement with an
engineering firm to conduct work at Stuyvesant Plaza to prevent flooding.
This will cost $600,000 with the NY S Dept. of Transportation providing
$150,000. Work will be done next summer. A group of people from the
Guilderland library werethere, concerned about traffic entering and exiting
theroad to the library from Western Ave. A new development called Glass-
works Villageis being proposed behind the library and MercyCare, which
will bring more traffic. They asked for study of an alternative traffic pat-
tern. November meetings are 6 & 18, 7:30 pm.

Other upcoming meetings: Colonie Town Board, Nov. 6 & 20, 7:00 pm;
Albany Common Council, Nov. 3and 17, 7:00 pm.

If you can attend a meeting of your town board, city council, or county
legislature, call me at 439-4332. | think you will find it a fascinating and
worthwhile evening. Ann Brandon, Action V.P.

partnership4coverage.ny.gov/): “The
State of New York has begun to re-
form the State's health care delivery
system and expand health insurance
coverageinthe State. Legislation en-
acted thisyear will control the growth
rate of Medicaid spending, reallocate
funding based on patient care priori-
tiesand provideincentivestoimprove
patient outcomes. Additional measures
have been enacted to expand eligibil-
ity under the Child Health Plus pro-
gram to 400% of the federal poverty
level, to streamline enrollment in al
publicly sponsored health insurance
programs and to alow employers to
participate in the Family Health Plus
program. The State is interested in
proposalsthat build ontheseinitiatives
for achieving health system reform,
increasing access to health insurance
coverage and determining ways that
universal coverage can be achieved.”

Citizen Court

Monitoring

Thisprogram beganin 1975, when
non-lawyer volunteers were
recruited to observe court
proceedings and report on their
findings and recommendations.
The program has been influential
in solving many of the problems
that ordinary citizens face when
dealing with the courts. It has been
highly successful at achieving
numerous public-interest
objectives. The Fund for Modern
Courts wants to expand its
monitoring program of local town
and village justice courts into
additional countiesthroughout the
state. They hope to partner with
local Leagues in identifying
volunteers for this program. If
you' reinterested, contact the State
League office at 465-4162.




LWY of Albany County November 2008

Albany County's Pr oposed 2009 Budget

Summary of the Executive's Proposal
County Executive Michael Breslin made the following pointsin his Executive Budget M essage. See the budget and
the full text of the address at http://www.al banycounty.com/departments/executive/, and click on “Albany County
Proposed 2009 Budget.”

Most revenue sources will be stagnant or worse. The next State budget will include significant reductions
which will dramatically reduce revenues. Housing, credit, energy costs, unemployment, and stagnhant wage
factors will make it necessary for the County to proceed with great concern and caution.

The decreasein State Aid and other uncontrollable costs make a4% real property tax increase unavoidable.
For ataxpayer with a home valued at $150,000, this represents an increase of $13 to $26 a year, depending
onmunicipality.

The proposed budget does not rely on the use of any surplus or reserves.

All departments were asked to further reduce their budget requests based on expectations of additional State
Aid reductions, and further mid year reductions may be necessary.

Economic stresses increase the demand for human services; the proposed budget increases funding for
Family Assistance, Emergency Assistance and services for seniors, among other increases.

The proposal commits continued funding for the Albany County Housing Trust Fund which supports afford-
able housing programs. Housing haslong been amajor issue and the housing financing crisiswill increase the
needs.

In spite of numerous energy conservation efforts already undertaken, energy and related costs are antici-
pated to increase by 12 percent in 2009. Energy expenseswill be centrally tracked and managed. Of interest
to our League for our “Greening” study, new County efforts to reduce energy consumption in the coming
year includethefollowing:

0 The Sewer District has received a grant of more than $2 million from NY SERDA to assist in an
innovative waste heat recovery/cogeneration project to reduce the District’s energy consumption
and generate power.

Energy auditsare planned at the Albany County Correctional Facility and for other County buildings.
o County employeeswill be encouraged to use public transportation by increasing the subsidy to the

CDTA Swiper program from 50 to 75 percent; facilities for secure bike storage and showerswill be

provided.

o0 Albany County will become an official Reporter to The Climate Registry, a national organization
designed to help entities eval uate and mitigate their carbon footprint. The County hopesto minimize
itsimpact on global climate change and simultaneously add va ueto thelocal environment and economy.

o

The antiquated Ann Lee Home has been closed and its residents transferred to the Albany County Nursing
Home. The consolidation and a two year federal grant will reduce the nursing home deficit; however the
deficit isaconcern. While a painful alternative, and while no positions providing direct care to the residents
will be eliminated, the consolidation has made reductionsin staff possible and unavoidable.

The State' sdirefiscal conditions and waning commitment to County operated nursing facilitieswill continue.
Whilebuilding anew nursing homeisnecessary, there are very hard decisionsto be madein the areas of size,
staffing, and funding. The commitment of County resources to community-based long term care services
must continue so that many nursing home-eligibleindividuals can stay in their homes or other lessrestrictive
settings.

The cost of health benefits for County employees, dependents and retirees continues to rise. The increase,
$1.8 million, is greater than theincrease in Medicaid costs and does not include the liability the County has
been accruing for the future costs of retirees. The County continuesto search for equitable means of control-
ling the growth of health care costs both for the taxpayer and for beneficiaries.




REGISTRATION FORM -

®
A\ The League of Women Voters of New York State + %%‘i.
in association with f?
The United Nations Department of Public Information j
P —t

(additional co-sponsors to be named at a Iater date)

INVITE YOU TO ATTEND

BRIEFINGS ON THE IMPACT OF GLOBAL WARMING
ON WOMEN AND CHILDREN AROUND THE WORLD

Tuesday, December 2, 2008 from *1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
at the United Nations Headquarters in NYC - First Avenue at 46th Street

(*LWVNYS Registration Desk will be open from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m., Briefings will start promptly at 1:30 p.m.*)

Name:

Organization:
Address:

City: State: Zip:
Day Phone: ( ) E-Mail:

COST/PAYMENT INFORMATION
[1 10:00 a.m. —11:00 a.m.  Optional Tour of the UN $ 12
[0 4:30 p.m. -- 5:30 p.m. Optional Tour of the UN
[1 11:30 a.m. —12:30 p.m.  Optional Lunch Buffet in the Delegates’ Dining Room
Includes International Buffet, Dessert Bar and Coffee/Tea only $ 40
The Delegates’ Dining Room Staff have reserved for this event tables of 10
UN requires proper attire: jeans, shorts, sneakers will NOT be permitted
1 1:30 p.m. — 4:00 p.m. Briefings Program in the Dag Hammarskjold Library Auditorium
$55 League Members or Members of Sponsoring Organizations
$70 Non-Member $45 Students
Discounted fee to members of sponsoring organization for Tour, Lunch, and Briefing $ 100
ROUNDTRIP BUS FROM ALBANY TO NYC $ 40

TOTAL ENCLOSED $

My Check for $ is enclosed (make payable to LWVNYS) OR
Please charge my: MasterCard VISA American Express Discover

Card Holder’s Name: Signature:

Card Number: Expiration Date:

PLEASE RETURN TO:
United Nations Briefings/LWVNYS* *62 Grand Street** Albany, New York 12207
Fax: 518-465-0812 (Credit Card Registrations ONLY)
E-Mail: Stephanie@lwvny.org
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 518-465-4162

SPACE IS LIMITED, SO RESERVE EARLY
REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS NOVEMBER 18, 2008
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Member ship: News fromVoter
R
Tisthe Season Ser Vi
. . . . VICES
An Electionyear isan especially good timetotalk to
your friendsabout joining the L eague. Peopleturntothe MaryAnn L ettau

Leaguefor information sothey can cast aninformed vote.
They look to L eague-sponsored debates and forums
for their non-partisan fairness. They also consult our
“Factsfor Voters’ for reliable information on where
statewide and national candidates stand on theissues
they care about. And at atimewhen the entire nation
seemseven more partisan than usud, the L eague' snon-
partisan approachisarefreshing change.

Convention 2009

Thenext LWVNY SBiennia Conventionwill beMay
15- 17 at the Doubletree Inn in Syracuse, NY. The
Conventionthemewill be* Fair, Vibrant and Srong”. In
additiontotheusud outstanding speekers, presentations,
and entertainment, this Convention will introduce a
preconvention training workshop on Friday afternoon,
May 15. This Training will provide more extensive
opportunitiesfor training and sharing of experiencesin
areesmost oftenidentified aschalenging. Whileaimed
at the new leader, there will be modules geared
specificaly tothe seasoned L eader. Consider comingto
Syracuseearly to participateinthisnew Training.

Victory:Great LakesCompact

The Great Lakesare aunique and precious resource,
providing freshwater for the40 million peoplewholive
within the basin. Each year, rainfall and snowmelt
replenish only about one percent of thewater inthebasin;
theremaining 99 percent isfiniteand nonrenewable. The
Great Lakes Compact, for the first time ever, treats
groundwater and surface water as one system subject
to the same standard; considersthe Great L akes and
their tributaries to be one ecosystem; establishes
protection of Great L akes ecosystems and economies
asprioritieseverywherein the basin; and ensuresthat
every Great Lake state will have the same fair set of
rationa protections, whilealowing each stateflexibility.
TheU.S. Senate and House have gpproved the Compact
and the President hassigned it into law.

It'sbeen aproductive season and | havelearned alot.
On September 24th, 50-that’sright,50! —new voters
registered at adrug recovery drop-in center inAlbany.
Shortly after, Tina Lord set up a Library Project at
Albany’smain branch. Maureen Cooley and | didatable
at Bethlehem Public Library. (Maureenisknown asthe
“soloartist” because she passes out registration forms
on her own around Bethlehem; she'shad alot of interest
from her fellow Stewart’'s customers!) Forms and
information about homelesspersons' voting rightswere
delivered to several shelters, drop-in centersand food
banks. Wedirectly registered several hundred people
sincewe began; and hundreds of registrationformsand
absentee ball ot requests have been taken—and hopefully
sentintotheBoard of Electionsfromthevariouslibrary
and other sites.

TheVoters GuidePart Two hasbeen distributed widdly.
Thanx to Judi Campbell, Joe Galu, AimeeAllaud and
Rita Redlich for their help.(If | forgot anyone, |
gpologize.) Threethousand Guideswereddiveredtodl
publiclibrariesand three campuslibraries; to downtown
churchesand uptown churchesand community centers;
to the YMCA's; to the annual ARISE meeting (an
organization of church and activist organizations); the
Whitney Young Health Center, Lark St. merchants, the
Warehouse, Clearview Center and other spotsaround
town.. Rock the Vote pinsfrom MTV were abig hit
among young and old wherever we offered them.

The L eague hel ped organize and moderated the debate
between the Didtrict Attorney Candidates, 250 persons
attended at the Law School, and the event generated a
lot of publicity. Thefinal debate wasamong the four
candidates for Albany City School Board; about 70
peopleattended. Special thanx to Marggie Skinner who
moderated both debatesvery effectively; shewaseven
interviewed by USA Today after theD.A.’sevent. Also
thanksto Nell Stokes-Holmeswho assisted at both. To
the other volunteerswho hel ped out-my thanx to you
aso.

= ¢




L eague Calendar

WHEN WHAT WHERE MORE INFO
Nov. 4 Election Day Poll Reporting
Nov. 4 Board Mesting Bethlehem Presbyterian Church,
585 Delaware Ave., Delmar
Nov. 17, 5:30pm Souper Supper: International topic Bethlehem Public Library see page 1
Nov. 19 Deadlinefor Dec. Bulletin L bierman@nycap.rr.com
Dec. 2 Trip to the UN NYC seepages1 & 6
Dec. 3 (tentative) Board Mesting Location TBA
Dec. 10 Holiday Luncheon Normanside County Club
Speaker: Mike McNulty
Jan. 6 Board Mesting Location TBA
Jan. 12 LWVAC Meeting Bethlehem Public Library
National Popular Vote Consensus Mtg.
LEAGUE OFWOMENVOTERSOFALBANY COUNTY Nonprofit Org
PO Box 611 U.S. Postage
Slingerlands, NY 12159 PAID
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