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Educate Participate Advocate

An Evening with the Honorable Michad McNulty
Congressman McNulty will re-cap his career and peer into the future for us at our

Annual Meseting and Dinner
May 12t

Normanside Country Club, Delmar
5:30 Social
6:00 Business Meeting
6:30 Dinner
7:30 Speakers

Please make your reservations with Gael Vecchio, 459-9958, by Wed., May 7
Dinner Cost is$25 and Choicesare: Lemon Sole, Chicken Granny Smith or Parmesan Risotto.
Dessert Choices: Dark Chocolate Mousse or Vanillalce Cream.

Congressman Michael McNulty

First elected to public officein November 1969 as Town Supervisor of Green Island, Michael McNulty
became the youngest Town Supervisor in New York State at the age of 22. After serving eight years as
Supervisor, hewas elected Mayor of the Village of Green Island and served in that capacity until hewas
elected to represent New York’s 106th Assembly District in 1982.

Mikewasfirgt elected tothe U.S. House of Representativesfor the 23rd Congressiond District of New York
in 1988, and was re-elected in 1990. In 1992, he was elected to represent the new 21st Congressional
District. McNulty wasre-elected to histenth terminthe U.S. House of Representativesin November 2006,
withroughly 78% of thevote. The21st Congressiona Didtrict includesall of Albany, Montgomery, Schenectady
and Schoharie Counties, and portions of Fulton, Renssel aer and Saratoga Counties. He now servesasAt-
LargeWhip.

(continued on page4)
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@ From the Co-Presidents

Wearelooking forward to seeing you at Annua Dinner on May 12, with guest speaker Michael McNulty. Did
you know that in November 2006, hewas el ected for atenth terminthe U.S. House of Representativeswith 78%
of thevote? He hasbeen astrong champion for theinterests of Albany, Montgomery, Schenectady and Schoharie
counties, and portionsof Fulton, Rensselaer and Saratoga counties. Welook forward to hearing himre-cap his
career and glanceintothecrystal ball of thefuture.

We also have two long time L eague membersto recognize for their dedication and commitment. Thesetwo
dynamic women areAnn Brandon and Carol Wallace. Their storiesare atrip down memory lane. Also, at the
Annua Meeting, we have some businessto attend to. Thebudget for next year, aproposal for anew study, and the
dateof new board members, al of whichwill be presented for your approval.

Areyouinterestedin how to savethe planet and tax dollars? Hereisyour opportunity! Wetill need thestudy chair
for the proposed anew study, “ Greening our Towns’. Thisstudy isdesigned to discover the environmental prac-
ticesof our County’svillages, townsand cities. Provided it isapproved at the Annua Meeting asalocal program
item, wewill be studying it this next year so we can take action onitsfindings. BUT WE NEED A STUDY
CHAIR!! No chair, no study! If you areinterested, please call Maggie at 475-0960.

We are also planning asummer fun event on the Captain JP Cruise Lineson Friday, June 20th - seeinsidefor
details.

YoursinLeague,
Maggieand Lori, LWVAC Co-Presidents

New Members

BarbaraWarner - Albany
Ray Warner - Albany

Great Decisions
Discussion Group

Asitslast event of the year, the Great

Dues|ncrease Proposed for
2008-2009

Asmuchaswehatetodoit, periodically it becomes necessary
for usto propose aduesincrease. LWVAC hasnot increased
itsduesfor 4 years. Nationa L eague has proposed toincrease

Per Member Payments (PMP) by 4.5% thisyear, with addi-
tional planned increasesto follow in subsequent years. Aswe
will explain at theAnnua Meeting, thebudget isbased onin-
creasing our duesto $50 for anindividual member, with an
additiona $25 for each household member, beginning in 2009.
Onthe Stateand Nationd levels, duesfor household members
hasalwaysbeen half of theratefor anindividua member. This
increasewill alow usto cover our duesto State and National
L eagueswithout additional local fundraising; wewill ill have
toraiseadditional fundsto cover local activities.

Decisions group will have a pot luck
luncheon at thehome of MarshaK ayser
on May 5th . Wewill begin at 10:30,
with adiscussion of thefinal chapterin
the Great Decisionsbook, followed by
lunch. Pleeseplantobringadishto share.
To help with the cleanup (and with the
environment), please bring aplateand
utensls. Watchyour email for detailsand
directions.

The League of Women Votersisanonpartisan citizen organization that promotestheinformed and active participation
of citizensin government, and influences public policy through education and advocacy. Any person of voting age,
male or female, may become a League member.

This newsletter is published by the L eague of Women Voters of Albany County, 12 Coventry Road, Glenmont, New
York 12077 and mailed to League members. The frequency of publication is as follows. one mid-summer issue
followed by nine monthly issuesfrom September to May.
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Leaguein Profile

%{* Extraordinary Women: Ann Brandon and Carol Wallace

At our Annual Dinner thisyear, we arethrilled to honor two long-time League member sthat have provided
awonderful exampleto all of usof what one extraordinary Leaguer can do for her community. These two
women of incredible energy and vision, Ann Brandon and Carol Wallace, will be honored by having their
namesinscribed on the Sustainers Plaque displayed at the New York Sate League of Women \oter s office.
A contributionin their honor has been made to the LWVNYS. Please join usin honoring themon May 12,

We print their League stories below.

Ann Brandon

What does one do with atoddler and new baby onthe
way? Shejoinsthe L eague of Women Voters! | did that
in1961in Knoxville, Tennessee, and have been hooked
onthelL eagueever since. Soon after | joined, thepresi-
dent askedif I’d chair thestudy onforeigntrade. Huh?
But | was persuaded to say yes. | knew thiswould be
right up my aley after majoringin musicincollege. |
learned about leading astudy committee, being adis-
cussion leader, resource person, and many other skills
that the L eagueisso good at teaching.

Then came Utica, NY; another child, another League.
From the League | becameinvolved intheAntipoverty
Community Action Organization. Then we moved to
Albany (and another child) where | was delighted to
findalively Leaguewith women ready totakeonissues
of apoalitical systemthat had outlived itsusefulness. My
firstjob wasto take notesat hearingsfor the state Con-
dtitutional Convention. Thenit wasastudy for fair hous-
inginAlbany. After that weworked for an e ected school
board for Albany. That campaign brought many strate-
gic sessionswith lawyers, going all theway to asuc-
cessful court casein the Court of Appeals. Intheearly
1970'swe began amajor push for passage of acounty
charter for Albany County. Among other things, wecol-
lected over 16,000 signaturesto get a Charter Com-
mission appointed. Thisled to acoalition of many orga-
nizationsthat | chaired after serving aspresident of the
Leaguefrom 1972-74.1 till remember marchinginto
the Times Union officeswith Audrey Priceto get public-
ity for our cause. Very excitingtimes! Thecharter passed
in1973, followed by e ection of our first County Execu-
e (continued on page4)
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Carol Wallace

I”’m on the other side of the continent (Portland, OR),
having fun remembering my L eagueadventures40years
agoinAlbany! It'sstrange, but I’ vecomefull circlein
my Leagueinvolvement because| first joined the LWV
in Eugene, Oregon, intheearly 1960s. A faculty wifeat
the University of OR (where Dwight wasteaching an-
thropology) invited meto attend aunit meeting. Beforel
could gather my wits| had agreed to be VVoter Service
chairperson without havingacluewhat it entailed! One
thing lead to another (asit always doesin our merry
group), and | realized that the L eague wasteaching me
to debatein unit meetings, to organize acommittee, to
interview officials, and to speak at formal meetings. It
had become my personal College of Political Knowl-
edge.

Whenwemoved toAlbany in 1968 and had barely ar-
rived, | read aneditorid intheAlbany TimesUnion about
al eagueinvitational meeting. Of coursel went andwas
greeted by the same type of engaged, intelligent, so-
ciablewomen | had left behindin Eugene. | knew | was
“home.” | remember fondly Mim Solomon who hel ped
mesettlein. It wasthelongtimestalwartssuchasMim,
BeaFeinstein, TinaLord and Stevie Swirewho were
my mentorswhen | became president and needed their
guidance aswetook on the establishment intheweird
world of Albany politicsfighting for an elected school
board. Sometimes| wondered if they taught me more
than | wanted to know but soon redlized they had done
agood job as| moved up to the State L eague board,
organized the Leaguelegidativelobbying corpsinthe
new Albany office, and eventualy ranfor public office,
serving 8 years on the Common Council. Thank you
LWV! You changed my life.

L=
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SUMMER FUN
Friday, June 20th

Hair of the Dog

And Saint James Gate

Price Per Person $41.00 buffet dinner at 6:00 pm
$19.50 without dinner at 7:00 pm

Capt. ).P. Cruise Lines
278 River Street
Troy, NY 12180

Call (518) 270-1901 to book your reservation

Say you are with the “Albany County League of Women Voters”
For moreinformation: http://captainj p.homestead.com/

Directions from Albany:

787 to exit, which reads “23rd St., Watervliet /Green
Island.” At the light take a right turn; at next light
take a right turn and go over the Green Island Bridge.
Take a right turn off the bridge, and follow road
around. Bear to your first right onto Front St. Fol-
low Front St. down, under City Hall parking garage,
and through open parking lot. You will see the Capt.
JP on your right.

(continued from page 3)
Ann Brandon

My work withthejudicid studiesof theLeague
ledtomy jobinthe 1980 sasthefirst Capital
District Coordinator for the Fund for Modern
Courts. It also ledto my interestin criminal
justiceand areturnto school for aMaster’sin
Criminal Justicein 1984, followed by aposi-
tionwithNY SDept. of Correctiona Services.

Inretirement, | returned againto the League
asoff-board specidist for the state death pen-
aty study leading to aposition againgt thedegth
penalty and action when needed. Now |’ ve
comefull drdeaschar of theimmigration sudy
and member of the Albany County League
board - working with other Leaguerswho are
the samekind of great people | met back in
the'60's.

(continued from page 1)

Congressman Michael McNulty
Congressman McNulty hasserved ontheArmed Services
Committee, the Smal BusinessCommittes, thelnternationa
Relations Committee, and the Committee on Post Office
and Civil Service. From 1989 until itsdissolutionin 1993,
he served on the Select Committee on Hunger. Hewasal so
amember of the Executive Committee of the Congressiona
Human RightsCaucus.

INn2008, McNulty beginshisfifteenth year of serviceonthe
powerful House Ways & Means Committee, which has
jurisdiction over taxation, internationa trade, health care,
human resources and Socia Security. Heis Chairman of
the Subcommittee on Socia Security. Healso servesonthe
Subcommittee on Income Security and Family Support.
Congressman McNulty hastraveled to all seven continents,
the North Pole and the South Pole.

McNulty became an Eagle Scout in the Boy Scouts of
Americaon July 15, 1960, at the age of twelve. Heisa
graduateof . Joseph’singtitute, Barrytown, N.Y.; Loyola
University Rome Center, Rome, Italy; and the College of
Holy Cross, Worcester, Massachusetts, whereheearned a
Bachelor of ArtsDegreein Political Science. Heisasoa
graduate of theHill School of Insurancein New York City.
Heismarried to theformer Nancy Ann Lazzaro, and has
four daughtersand fivegrandchildren.
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Nominating Committee Report:
Nominations Sate 2008-2009

Marggie Skinner, Chair

The Nominating Committee - Marggie Skinner (chair), Gael Vecchio and Peg Sawyer - is pleased to
present thefollowing date of candidatesfor board positions. Thefollowing individuaswill benominated as
officersand directorsat the LWVAC Annua Meeting on May 12, 2008:

AnnBrandon
JesscaMcMullan
Mary Ann Lettau
MarthaKennedy
Carol Webster
Donad Kennedy
Betsey Swan
Marian Schwager
Judy Campbdl|

Second Vice President for Action

First Vice President for Program
Director (Voter Service)

Director (Membership)

Director (Membership)

Director (Information Specidist)
Director (Devel opment)

Director (Socid Policy)

Director (State and Local Government)

Thefollowing Officersand Directorswill continueintheir rolesnext year:

MaggieMoehringer
Lori Keegan-Brady
Gadl Vecchio
LindaBrown

Mary Berry

Peggy Sawyer

Co-President

Co-President and Director At Large
Third Vice Presdent for Administration
Recording Secretary

Treasurer

Director (Public Relations)

Thefollowingwill serveor continueto servein an off-board capacity:

EdithAllen

Judy Wing
KatieHenrikson
Susan Coleman
MarthaKissinger
Jenny Stromer-Galley
LauralLadd Bierman
AnnetteArgyros
Marggie Skinner

Nationd Government

Locd Government

Internationa Relations

Membership

Membership

Web Master

Bulletin Editor

Didribution Specidist

Budget Committee Chair, Poll Reporting Chair, and
Nominations Committee Chair
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We Need a Chair! No Chair, No Sudy!

The heart of the L eague of Women Votersisgrassroots action. Our memberswant to make adifferenceand be
involved in their communities; study and action on local issuesisagreat way to do that. It'swhat engages our
members and benefits our communities. LWVAC hasalong history of action onlocal issues- the Pine Bush
preserve, theAlbany County and City Chartersto namejust acoupleof examples.

Eachyear, at itsannual meeting, LWVA C members decide on whether to pursuewhat we call “local program”
items. Thisyear, membershave proposed, and the Board is putting forward for avote at the Annua Meeting, the
falowing:
PROPOSAL FOR A NEW LOCAL PROGRAM STUDY
“Greening our Albany County Townsand Cities. Encouraging

Responsible Use of Natural Resources by our Municipalities’

Possible questionsto be answered by the study:
What are best practicesin current use or proposed for other municipalitiesof smilar characteristics
nationwidethat:
o encouragerespons bleuseof natural resources,
o setagood examplefor residentsand businessesin responsible practices;
o encourageres dentsand businessesto adopt such practices.
What arethe current practicesin our Albany County municipalitiesthat encourage responsible use of
natural resources?
What are current practicesthat are not advisable or responsible?
How can the L eague best educate our residents and municipa governments concerning best practices?
How can the L eague and collaborative partners best encourage adoption of better practicesby our
municipaities?
Would you liketo beinvolved in thisstudy? Would you liketo chair it? Please contact M aggie
Moehringer (475-0960)!

U AnlInvitation from LWVNYS

You arecordially invited to a ceremony of rededication of
our new building at 62 Grand Sreet asthe
AnneF. Holtzmann Building
and theunveiling of our Room of Honor
In recognition of our many generousdonor sand volunteers

Thursday, May 15, 4:00 p.m.

L eague of Women Voters
62 Grand Street, Albany

R.S.V.P. 518-465-4162 or lwvny@lwvny.or g
Officeof General ServicesVisitorsParking Lot on Grand Street, $5
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Capitol Beat

Volume 1, Issue 5
Barbara Bartoletti, Legislative Director, LWVNYS
E-Mail: bbheckl@yahoo.comor 518-469-8905
WelcometoAlbany of old! Weare now seven daysinto anew fiscal year with abudget processmore secretive
and more behind closed doorsthen we have seenin probably fifteen years. If youwerepartia to three-men-in-a
room, behind closed doors, then you just loved thisbudget session.

January 2007, shortly after the new governor, Eliot Spitzer took office, he and | egidlative leaders made much
fanfare over athree-way agreed to budget reform legid ation which became known as Chapter 1 of 2007. Under
thisnew law, aquick start budget processfor the agenciesand new |egid ative budget processwasto begin. By the
end of 2007 that agency budget reform processwasworking well. Under the new law, availablerevenuesmust be
determined by March 1% of each year.

On Friday, March 7" the sky fell in and on Monday, March 10" Governor Spitzer resigned. Thefollowing
Monday, David Paterson was sworn in as Governor and had to quickly orient himself to budget negotiations.
L ater that week, Wall Street took anosedive and with it went revenuethat New York State counted on. The new
Governor re-estimated revenuesto belower by $800 million dollars and asked the agenciesand thelegidative
leadership to cut spending in thisnew budget. But of course, thisisan election year and asking legidatorsinan
election year to cut spending, eveninvery trying economictimes, isliketrying totell your four year old“you can’t
haveacookie, beforedinner.” Legidativeleadersstomped their feet, ignored the governor and continued their
electionyear binge.

Theissue currently holding up the budget and keeping Albany in astate of either suspended animation or dumb-
founded amazement iscongestion pricing. ThisisanissuetheLeaguedoesnot haveaspecific positionon. Itisa
proposal championed by NY C Mayor Michael Bloomberg. 1t would reduce congestion below 60" Street in
Manhattan by charging $8.00 per car for anyonedriving inthe City from 60" Street down to thetip of Manhattan
at high pesk traffic hoursof theday. Environmentally, thismay bealaudablegoa. However, it hascreated ahuge
political firestorm. Budget negotiations (behind closed doors, between three-men-in-aroom) have cometo an
abrupt halt whilehour, after hour, after hour theissuewas debated in theAssembly Mg ority Conference. Asof
today, April 7" the A ssembly Majority decided not to bring theissueto thefloor of theAssembly for avote, killing
congestion pricing. Following theannouncement by theAssembly Democratic Mg ority, theAssembly adjourned.
Thisprevented theAssembly Republican Minority fromintroducing ahostileamendment on thefloor of theAssem-
bly. Meanwhileover inthe Senate, the Senate Democratic Minority walked off thefloor preventing aquorum so
that the Senate Republican Mgjority could not force avote, thereby putting the downstate Democrats on the
record on congestion pricing.

Following thefailure of congestions pricing on Monday, April 7, both houses of thelegidaturemoved quickly to
reach agreement on thisyear’s budget. An agreement was announced on a$121.9 billion dollar budget on
Tuesday night and by 2:30 on Wednesday afternoon the Senate had passed the budget and adjourned. The
Assembly followed shortly after. 1tisalmostimpossibleat themoment totell what exactly isin thisbudget asit was
passed in secret with only briefingsto thelegidatorsin party conference. Therewere not open leadersmeetings
except for one. Somejoint legidative budget committeesnever met and therest met only once. Thebulk of thethis
election year budget wasdoneinonebigugly bill whichwill take severd daysto digest, to know with certainty how
much legidativeporkisinthisyear’sbudget. What wedo know for certainisthat the Governor and thelegidative
leadersboth concedethat thisbudget processwasawful and they maintain that it won't happen again. How often
havewe heard that herein Albany? L eague membersshould makesuretheir legidatorsknow that this processhas
donenothing to bring publictrust or integrity back to government inAlbany.

Andthebeat goeson...
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WHEN WHAT WHERE MORE INFO
Mon., May 5, 10:30am Great DecisonsLuncheon M. Kayser'sHome seepage2
ForeignAid
Tues., May 6, 5:45pm Board Meeting Albany PublicLibrary
Mon., May 12, 5:30 pm LWVACAnNNua Mtg& Dinner  Normanside Country Club  seepage 1
Speaker: Cong. Mike McNulty
Thurs., May 15, 4:00 pm Rededicationat LWVNY S 62 Grand St, Albany seepage6
Fri., June 20, 6:00 pm Summer FunCruise Troy seepage4
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